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Sam Michaels Park Concept Plan



1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Project Overview
a) Purpose, Need and Goal
b) Planning and Design Process

3. Sam Michaels Park Overview
a) Existing Conditions
b) Research and Analysis Themes

4. Draft Concept Plan
a) Design Objectives 
b) Draft Concept Plan
c) Precedents
d) Breakout Stations 

(Questions/Comments)
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Agenda
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Troy D. Truax, AICP
Project Manager

John Fennell, PLA, ENV SP
Landscape Architecture & 

Park Design

Edward Hamm, ASLA
Park Planning & Design

James Graef, Intern
Landscape Architecture 

&Park Design



Project Overview
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• Purpose and Need:

• Prepare a new Concept 
Master Plan for Sam 
Michaels Park to 
replace the park’s 2000 
preliminary concept 
plan

• Leverage the JCPRC’s 
10-year 2026 Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan
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Project Overview



• Purpose and Need:
• Prepare a new Concept Master 

Plan for Sam Michaels Park to 
replace the park’s 2000 
preliminary concept plan

• Leverage the JCPRC’s 10-year 
2026 Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan

• The concept plan will conserve 
the park’s existing natural and 
cultural resources, while also 
offering diverse recreational 
opportunities
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Project Overview

Goal is to “Design and 
implement a grand 

vision for Sam Michaels 
Park that elevates the 
park to a true County-

scale and “the 
premiere” park facility 
for Jefferson County.” 



• CAC Roles and Responsibilities
• Ad-hoc committee recruited and 

organized by the JCPRC

• Public advisory body to help 
guide and oversee the concept 
plan development process

• CAC Meetings (June, July and  
September 2018)

• Encourage public participation 
and provide strategic insights to 
the park’s needs, challenges, and 
opportunities

• Champions for implementation
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Project Overview



Sam Michaels Park 
Overivew
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• JCPRC’s largest and 
most diverse park 
asset

• 138 acres 

• Athletic fields and 
courts

• 6.8 miles of trails

• Jefferson County 
Community Center

• Veteran’s Memorial 
Pavilion & Playground

• Sam Michaels Park 
Pavilion

• The Columns

• Dog Park

• Amphitheater
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Sam Michaels Park



• Outdoor performance 
amphitheater and 
new concrete stage

• 500 permanent seats; 
700 informal seats 
(picnicking)

• Central activity field

• $2.5 capital 
improvement –
demonstrates 
partnerships for 
success

• Family-focused, 
modest scale 
performance venue
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Sam Michaels Park



• Elks Run Watershed 
– Elks Branch Creek 
and Elks Run

• Drainage area of 18 
square miles 
includes the entire 
park

• Harpers Ferry 
Source Water 
Protection

• Chesapeake Bay 
TMDL
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Sam Michaels Park
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Special 
event 

parking

Special 
event 

parking



Draft Concept Plan
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Research and Analysis Themes

• 2000 Concept Plan 
• Identity / Branding

• Largest and most diverse park asset
• Bucolic / pastoral
• Regional attraction

• Cultural and Environmental 
o Sam Michaels Farm
o Elks Run Watershed
o Native Species and Habitat

• Site Infrastructure
o Special event parking
o Stormwater management
o Accessibility, Circulation, Connectivity
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Research and Analysis Themes
• Programming

o Revenue generating
o Diverse
o Indoor/outdoor classrooms
o Recreation and event space

• Partnerships
o Jefferson County Schools
o Emergency services
o Clubs, etc.

• Safety
o Personal security
o Off-site connections
o Access (site distance)
o Roadway flooding



Sam Michaels Park Concept Plan 16

Key Design Objectives

Maximize preservation opportunities 

Provide additional indoor space needs

Maximize the functionality of existing facilities based on 
user needs and growth opportunities

Increase safe access to/from and circulation within the 
park

Provide revenue generating improvements to support current 
and future operating needs
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Precedents
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Active Recreation Dry Play Space

Precedents



Active Recreation Wet Play Space

Precedents



Active Recreation Amenities

Precedents



Nature Complementing Active Recreation

Precedents



Passive Recreation Play Space

Precedents



Passive Recreation Amenities

Precedents



Nature Complementing Passive 
Recreation

Precedents



Event Space

Precedents



Discussion Stations
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• October 2018

Finalize Concept Plan and Master Plan Preparation

• November 2018

Presentation to Jefferson County Commission

• November/December 2018

Public Review/Comment

• December 12, 2018

JCPRC Board Acceptance 

Implementation
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Next Steps
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Thank you! 

Troy D. Truax, AICP
Project Manager and Senior Associate

Michael Baker International
troy.truax@mbakerintl.com

717-213-6241
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