
















































































































































































































































































Christopher Petrella 

26 November 2018 

Jefferson County Commission 

Commissioner Josh Compton 

124 E. Washington Street 

Charles Town, WV 25414 

Dear Commissioner Compton: 

Thank you for considering my candidacy as a non-labor citizen representative of the Jefferson 
County Development Authority Board QCDA). I am open to filling any vacancy whose term ends 
in 2020 or 2021. 

As a resident of Jefferson County-as well as a father, husband, educator, entrepreneur, and 
institution builder-my professional experiences and aptitudes closely align with the advertised 
obligations of this appointed position. 

Relative newcomers to Jefferson County, my wife, son, and recently bought a home in 
Shepherdstown. We feel fortunate to live in a county that places a premium on values like 
preservation, innovation, and deliberation. 

From Maine to California, I have had the good fortune of residing in many comers of the country. 
Moving to West Virginia, though, represents a bit of a homecoming for me, as my father's family 
emigrated from Italy to Tucker County at the turn of the 20th century to work in the coal mines and 
on the coke ovens. In one form of another, my family has been here ever since. I can say with 
unblinking clarity that there is no state I would more like to see flourish than West Virginia. I, of 
course, extend the same wish to Jefferson County. 

Steady and sustainable development, in my view, is predicated on building strong communities. I 
believe that strong communities-those grounded in shared governance, fiscal creativity, full 
resident participation, transparency, and fairness-yields ·strong development. Further, I believe that 
development and basic socioeconomic fairness are mutually reinforcing and synergistic. At its best, 
growth ought to be inclusion-centered, as this is the recipe necessary for diversifying the tax base of 
Jefferson County and providing new employment opportunities through business attraction, 
retention, and expansion, workforce enhancement, small business incubation, and community 
development. 





Jefferson County Commission 

Application for Boards, Committees or Commissions 

Name: Christopher Petrella 

Phone number: (c):  

Employer Address: 

American University 

Washington, DC 20016 

E-mail Address:

Occupation: Professor, Department of History, American University 

Director of Advocacy & Strategic Partnerships, Antiracist Research & Policy Center, American University 

Residency Questions: 

I am a U.S. citizen. 

I am a resident of Jefferson County. 

I am able to produce verification of residency. 

Home Address: 

I have not been convicted of any felonies. 

I hereby certify that the facts set forth in the above are true and complete to the best of my knowledge and 
authorize the Jefferson County Commission to verify their accuracy and to obtain reference information. I 





CHRISTOPHER F. PETRELLA 

EMPLOYMENT ___________________________ _ 

American University 
Director of Advocacy & Strategic Partnerships, Antiracist Research & Policy Center Qanuary 2018-present) 
Professor, Department of History Qanuary 2018-present) 

Bates College 
Lecturer, American Cultural Studies (September 2016-January 2018) 
Associate Director, 0 Hice of Equity and Diversity O anuary 2017-J anuary 2018) 

Excelsior Wellness Collective 
Founder & Principal Nutritionist Qune 2013-February 2017) 

EDUCATION __________________________ _ 

University of California, Berkeley 
Ph.D. African Diaspora Studies (May 2016) 

University of California, Berkeley 
M.A. African Diaspora Studies (December 2011)

Harvard University 
M.A. Religion, Ethics, and Politics Qune 2008)

Bates College 
B.A. Religious Studies (May 2006) 

SERVICE _____________________________ _ 

Grassroots Leadership 
Board Member (August 2014-September 2017) 

San Quentin State Penitentiary 
Volunteer instructor in the social sciences Qanuary 2010-May 2013) 

AWARDS & FELLOWSHIPS ______________________ _ 

Atlantic Fellows for Racial Equity Fellowship (2017-2018) Sponsored by Atlantic Philanthropies, Columbia 
University, U.C. Berkeley, the NAACP, and the Nelson Mandela Foundation. 

Haas Diversity Research Center Educational Policy Fellow (2012-2013) 
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