
CODE OF ETHICS 
I, agree to adhere to the following ethical principles as an appointee to a county board and/or commission: 

• Exercise fair, honest and independent judgment 
 

• Make public disclosure of all “monetary pecuniary interests” I have regarding any decision to be made 
on the board/commission 
 

• Define “monetary pecuniary interest” broadly to include any actual or potential benefits or advantages 
that I, a spouse, family member or person living in my household might directly or indirectly obtain 
from a decision the board/commission might make 

A public official may vote, if the public official, his or her spouse, immediate family members or relatives or 
business with which they are associated are affected as a member of, and to no greater extent than any other 
member of a profession, occupation, class of persons or class of businesses.  A class shall consist of not fewer 
than five similarly situated persons or businesses 

• Abstain completely from direct or indirect participation as an advisor or decision maker in any matter 
in which I have a monetary pecuniary interest, and leave any chamber in which such matter is under 
deliberation 
 

• Seek or accept no gifts or favors 
 

• Not participate as an advisor or decision maker or advocate on any plan or project in which I have 
previously participated as an advocate unless my role as advocate is authorized by state ethics rules 

• Not misrepresent facts or distort information for the purpose of achieving a desired outcome 
 

• Not participate in any matter unless adequately prepared and sufficiently able to render thorough and 
diligent service 

• Not use confidential information acquired in the course of my duties to further a pecuniary interest 
 

• Respect the rights of all persons and not improperly discriminate against or harass others based on 
characteristics which are protected under civil rights laws and regulations 
 

• Follow the requirements of the West Virginia Governmental Ethics Act WV Code §6B-1-1 et seq 
 

• And understand that failure to follow the requirements could result in removal, jail and/or fines. 
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