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Blackened Salmon Sliders with Pickled Beet Relish

A Perfect Pairing for Summer Supper
FAMILY FEATURES 

Few moments make summers quite as special as 
family meals, whether you’re soaking up the sun’s 
rays on the patio or beating the heat at the dining 
room table. You can make evenings the highlight 

of the day with loved ones by centering dinner around the 
flavors of the season. 

Fish, for example, is a popular choice for many with its 
lighter texture and a flavor profile that’s easily paired with 
a variety of veggies. These Blackened Salmon Sliders with 
Pickled Beet Relish can feed a family in a fun, handheld 
way with Aunt Nellie’s Pickled Beets serving as a perfect 
partner for the fish fillets. 

No summer dinner is complete without a side dish like 
this BLT Potato Salad. A trio of classic warm-weather 
ingredients – bacon, lettuce, tomato – blend together with 
READ German Potato Salad and a homemade vinegar-
based dressing for a delightful spin on a family favorite.

To find more summer-inspired meal ideas perfect for 
sharing with family and friends, visit readsalads.com  
and auntnellies.com. 

Blackened Salmon Sliders with Pickled  
Beet Relish
Recipe courtesy of tarateaspoon.com
Prep time: 40 minutes
Yield: 12 sliders (2 per serving)
 4  single-serve cups Aunt Nellie’s Diced  
   Pickled Beets 
	 1		 finely	chopped	scallion	(about	2	tablespoons)
	 1/2		 cup	shredded	radishes
	 1		 cup	plain	Greek	yogurt
	 1/2		 cup	finely	crumbled	feta	cheese
	 2		 tablespoons	chopped	flat-leaf	parsley
	 2		 teaspoons	chopped	oregano
 1/4  teaspoon kosher salt, plus additional, to  
   taste, divided
	 1		 pinch	ground	black	pepper
	 2		 pounds	salmon	fillets,	skinless
	 3		 tablespoons	blackened	seasoning
	 2		 tablespoons	olive	oil
	 12		 slider	buns
	 1		 cup	baby	arugula
Drain beets well. In medium bowl, combine diced beets, 
scallions and radishes. Set aside.

In small bowl, combine yogurt, feta, parsley and oregano. 
Stir in 1/4 teaspoon kosher salt and black pepper. Set aside.

Cut salmon into 12 roughly 2 1/2-inch squares, about 
1/2-inch thick. Slice thick parts of fillets in half to make 
thinner, if needed. 

Sprinkle fillets with salt, to taste, on both sides. Sprinkle 
evenly with blackened seasoning until well coated.

Heat nonstick skillet or cast-iron pan over medium heat 
and add oil. Add salmon, in batches if needed, and cook, 
turning once, until salmon is crisped and almost cooked 
through, about 1 1/2 minutes per side. Remove and let rest.

Spread each slider bun with about 1 tablespoon yogurt 
sauce. Layer arugula, salmon and beet relish on each slider 
and serve.

BLT Potato Salad
Recipe courtesy of 
eazypeazymealz.com
Prep time: 20 minutes
Servings: 4
	 1		 can	(15	ounces)	 
   READ German  
   Potato Salad
 3  Roma tomatoes,  
   diced
	 1/4		 cup	finely	diced	 
   red onion
	 2		 cups	baby	arugula
 6  slices crisp- 
	 	 	 cooked	bacon,	 
	 	 	 crumbled

Dressing:
 1/3  cup apple  
   cider vinegar

	 3		 tablespoons	 
   olive oil
 3/4  teaspoon  
   kosher salt
	 1/2		 teaspoon	 
   garlic powder
 1/4  teaspoon  
	 	 	 black	pepper
Place potato salad in large 
bowl. Gently stir in diced 
tomatoes and onion.

Add arugula; stir gently 
to combine. Sprinkle with 
crumbled bacon. 

To make dressing: In 
bowl, combine apple cider 
vinegar, olive oil, salt, 
garlic powder and black 
pepper. Drizzle over potato 
salad to serve. BLT Potato Salad
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Old Opera House 
brings fantasy to 
life with production
By BOnniE WiLLiAMsOn
Special to Spirit

CHARLES TOWN—Adults and children players 
alike take part in a trip into a classic fantasy world 
as the Old Opera 
House Theatre 
Company and 
Arts Centre pres-
ents, “The Lion, 
the Witch and the 
Wardrobe,” Au-
gust 5, 6, 7 and 8.

“This produc-
tion is part of our 
summer family 
show,” said Steve 
Brewer, the orga-
nization’s manag-
er/artistic director. 
“We’ve been 
doing this for five 
years. We started 
with just children 
in the shows years 
ago but decided 
to have adults this time, too. Everyone can perform 
side by side. It’s a higher quality show.”

The cast is a large one with 29 people on hand, 

siGns of faLL | hiGh schooL footbaLL practice beGins

IT’S HERE

Courtesy photo
Ethan Mason plays Peter and 
Duncan Coberly plays the role 
of Aslan the lion during a
rehearsal. 

High school football practice 
started on Monday in Jefferson 
County and the rest of the state. At 
left, Washington football coach Glen 
Simpson offers instruction to players. 
Below, Jefferson coach Craig Hunter 
observes his players working on this 
year’s offense scheme.  Jefferson’s 
first game will be against Millbrook 
on August 27 and Washington will 
play host to Hedgesville on August 
26. For more on the first day of  
practice, see page 16. 

By TiM cOOK
Staff writer

NEAR THE POTOMAC – Butch Deal 
has been hosting overnight visitors in Jef-
ferson County for eight years. He’s among 
the approximately 180 or so homeowners, 
he points out, participating in the short-term 
rental market for tourists.

Those Airbnb-style entrepreneurs have 
included young people offering occasional 
stay-overs in second apartment bedrooms to 
pay their monthly rents, Deal said.

Those folks, he said, include retired 
couples opening their backyard in-law suites 
over long weekends to supplement retire-
ment incomes. They include people like 
himself who renovate a historic home and a 
small “shack” near Shepherdstown as part 
of small business ventures competing to 
provide a sought-after service.

“Tourism is the largest county industry,” 
he said. “Especially now with COVID — it’s 
extremely popular to have a whole-home-
type rental.” 

Deal pointed out that a converted bus, a 

couple of yurts and a treehouse are all part 
of the burgeoning, internet-fueled hospitality 
industry of local home rentals.

“There’s lots of Airbnbs and short-term 
rentals … on several different [online] plat-
forms all over the county,” he said. “Some 
have been there a decade or more.”

Then there’s Wendy Lochner, a hom-
eowner in the residential enclave McShanes 
Landing along the Potomac River north of 
Harpers Ferry. Five of the 15 houses in her 
scrunched-in-a-row community have turned 
into short-term rentals full-time, she said.

Lochner said she and her neighbors have 
suffered loud lawn parties. They said they 
have endured muddy trespassings over 
private boat docks, chases by visitors’ 
unleashed dogs and driveways that become 
packed parking lots.

In apparent frustration, somebody in the 
neighborhood posted a banner darkly warn-
ing visiting renters, “Be Advised. This is a 
Private Residential Community and You Are 
NOT WELCOME.”

TOURISM IN JEFFERSON COUNTY

Short-term rentals see calls for support, regulation

(see  OOH  page 11)

(see  REnTALs  page 10)
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James M. Davis
James McKinley Davis, 

83, of Spring Arbor of Win-
chester, Virginia, formerly of 
Charles Town and Shepherd-
stown, died Monday, July 26, 
2021 at Blue Ridge Hospice 
Inpatient Care Center in Win-
chester.

Jim was born September 
10, 1937 in Fairplay, MD, the 
eighth child of the late Harry 
R. and Mary K. (Miller) Davis.

A graduate of Hagerstown 
High School and Shepherd 
College (now University), 
Jim proudly served as a Sup-
ply Corp Officer in the US 
Navy for four years, and then 
built his long career in the 
propane industry as Secre-
tary/Treasurer and General 
Manager of Supertane Gas 
Corporation. He served as a 
Director at Peoples Bank of 
Charles Town and then Jef-
ferson Security Bank, ris-
ing to the position of Chair-
man of the Board of each. 
His other Directorships in-
cluded the Jefferson Coun-
ty Development Authority, 
Jefferson County Chamber 
of Commerce (including be-

ing one of the original ten fi-
nancial backers of the Moun-
tain Heritage Arts and Crafts 
Festival), the Jefferson Cen-
ter of the Eastern Panhandle 
Training Center, WV LP Gas 
Association, and the Nation-
al LP Gas Association. His 
early retirement years were 
spent in service to Shepherd 
University as a member, and 
then President, of the Shep-
herd University Foundation. 
At Shepherd, he was a mem-
ber of the McMurran Society, 
the Scarborough Society, and 
was named the Alumni Asso-
ciation’s Outstanding Alum-
nus in 2006. He was also 
named Jefferson County Citi-
zen of the Year in 1993.

A devoted member of Zion 
Episcopal Church, Jim served 
at various times as a Sunday 
School teacher, Lay Reader, 
Chalice Bearer, Vestry Mem-
ber, and Senior Warden.

Jim is survived by his wife 
of 61 years, Mary Jane Small 
Davis of Spring Arbor of Win-
chester, daughter and son-in-
law Anne and Dave Strider 
of Charles Town, two grand-
sons, David Strider of New 
York, NY and Joseph Strid-
er (Charlotte) of New York, 
NY, and a granddaugher, 
Susan Strider Copen (Mike) 
of Walkersville, MD, along 
with two great-grandsons, 
Jackson and Parker Copen.

In addition to his parents, 
Jim was preceded in death by 
five brothers and two sisters.

 A graveside service was 
held at the Columbarium 
of Zion Episcopal Church, 
301 E. Congress St, Charles 
Town, WV on Saturday, July 

31, 2021 at 2 p.m. Neither a 
visitation nor an after-funeral 
gathering was held.

The family is most grateful 
to Blue Ridge Hospice for the 
care, comfort, and compas-
sion they provided in Jim’s 
last days. In lieu of flowers, 
please be generous with your 
local Hospice.

Arrangements are by the 
Melvin T. Strider Colonial Fu-
neral Home, Charles Town.

Please sign the online guest-
book and view his obituary at 
www.mtstrider.com.

 PAID MEMORIAL

Thomas A. Spicer
Thomas A. Spicer, 84, of 

Ranson, passed away on 
Tuesday, July 27, 2021 at 
his residence while under the 
care of Hospice of the Pan-
handle.

He was born June 19, 1937 
in Bellefonte, PA to the late 
William H. Spicer and Ethel 
(Myers) Spicer.

Mr. Spicer proudly served 
in the United States Air Force 
as a second-class airman. He 
painted and applied decals 

to military jets. This love of 
painting became his career as 
a professional painter which 
spanned 66 years. There 
wasn’t anything he couldn’t 
paint and refresh. He was 
very talented.

He was an avid sports fan 
and enjoyed cheering on the 
New York Giants and his fa-
vorite NASCAR racer Tony 
Stewart.

He enjoyed watching west-
ern movies, especially if John 
Wayne was in it and listening 
to Johnny Cash.

Tom had two of everything, 
if one was acting up it was 
thrown out, he always had a 
spare. His favorite store was 
Home Depot.

He was of Baptist faith.
He is survived by his 

wife of 45 years, Brenda 
(Powers) Spicer; two sons: 
James “Jimmy” Lewis and 
wife Cindy of Summit Point 
and Jerry Lewis and wife 
Kim of Leetown; two daugh-
ters: Tammy Engle and hus-
band Mike of Bunker Hill 
and Shelli Mailhot and hus-
band Kip of North Caroli-
na. He is survived by sev-
en grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren. He is 
also survived by his sisters: 
Joann Gill and Sondra Lay-
ton and brothers: Ronald 
Spicer and Jimmy Spicer.

He was preceded in death 
by two grandchildren, two 
sisters: Betty and Jean and a 
brother, Junie Spicer.

A funeral service was con-
ducted at The Melvin T. Strid-
er Colonial Funeral Home on 
Monday, August 2, 2021 at 
11:00 a.m. with Pastor Dennis 

Engle officiating. Interment 
was in Pleasant View Memo-
ry Gardens. Friends and fam-
ily were received on Sunday, 
August 1, 2021 at the funeral 
home from 6 to 8 p.m.

Please visit our website 
www.mtstrider.com to view 
his obituary and sign the on-
line guest registry.

 PAID MEMORIAL

Mervin “Mac” 
McClure Bartlett
Mervin “Mac” McClure 

Bartlett, 78, of Charles Town, 
WV passed away on Satur-
day, July 31, 2021 at Berke-
ley Medial Center in Martins-
burg, WV.

Born November 1, 1942 in 
Stanley, VA, he was the son of 
the late Mervin and Gaynelle 
Bartlett.

Mac was a graduate of 
Boonsboro High School, 
Class of 1961. He retired as 
Meat Manager with Safeway 
after 42 years of service. 

He was a member of the 
Loyal Order of the Moose 
Lodge No. 948 in Charles 
Town, WV.  He was an avid 

collector of many items, he 
enjoyed traveling and go-
ing to auctions and enjoyed 
reminiscing with family and 
friends. 

He is survived by his lov-
ing wife, Cheryl Grayson 
Bartlett, whom he married 
August 27, 2003, children, 
Michelle Smith and husband, 
O.C., Leslie D.  Bartlett,  
Tracy Bartlett (daughter-in-
law),   Kelly Brown and hus-
band, Jim, and Kristi Luke 
and husband, Tommy, grand-
children, Britanny Hausler 
and husband, Sean, Chase and 
Cody Smith, Chelsey and Sa-
vannah Bartlett, Danielle and 
Lindsay Brown, Ryleigh and 
Grayson Luke, great-grand-
children, Keeley, Maliyah, 
Bryce, Austin and Maddison, 
two siblings, Yonnie Mentzer 
and companion, Buddy, and 
Silky Kenney and husband, 
Dale, and former wife, Mary 
L. Bartlett. 

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by one 
son, Michael S. Bartlett and 
two sisters, Carol Ann Lon-
gerbeam and Penny Nuice.

Services will be held at 2:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, August 
4, 2021 at Eackles-Spencer 
& Norton Funeral Home, 256 
Halltown Road, Harpers Fer-
ry, WV. Interment will follow 
in Brownsville Heights Cem-
etery.

The family received friends 
at the funeral home on Tues-
day from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m.

Condolences may be ex-
pressed at www.eackles-
spencerfuneralhome.com.

 PAID MEMORIAL

“This is about the quality 
of life in Jefferson County,” 
she said during a community 
meeting with about 40 of 
her neighbors to discuss the 
matter. “We really have to 
slow this train down. We’re 
a close community, really 
close community. So we re-
ally want to protect it.”

Deal and Lochner agree 
the county’s zoning ordi-
nances should be updated 
and clarified to address 
the relatively new but 
well-established reality of 
short-term home rentals. 
But the two differ on what a 
proposed ordinance revision 
being drafted should say and 
do.

Deal said the current zon-
ing code is unclear — and 
contradictory in some places 
— in addressing the leasing 
and rentals of “dwellings.” 
Any zoning ordinance revi-
sion, he said, should simply 
let the short-term rentals 
and their economic benefits 
continue.

“My hope is that it would 
be made clear and not be 
restrictive to the point where 
people have to shut down or 
limit the number of rentals 
they can do,” he said. “And 
hopefully, eliminate the 
harassment that a few are 

receiving.”
Citing unsettling numbers 

of “strangers” staying in 
her neighborhood, Lockner 
and several of her neighbors 
hope to impose clear restric-
tions on short-term home 
rentals, particularly those in 
rural and residential prop-
erty zones.

In addition to requiring 
short-term rentals to register 
with the county, their restric-
tions would include capping 
properties to 180 days of 
rentals a year; limiting the 
number of people in a rental 
unit to six; and allowing 
rentals only in a homeown-
er’s primary residence. They 
would also include requiring 
health and safety inspections 
and allowing rental proper-
ties to operate no closer than 
1,000 feet to another.

“We’re not saying no to 
Airbnbs,” explained Chris-
tina Rife, a neighbor in the 
same riverside community. 
“We’re saying we want bal-
ance within the county.”

Rife and Lochner helped 
form an issue group and 
website under the name 
Neighbors4Neighborhoods.

Under the county’s current 
zoning ordinance, short-term 
rental properties are not 
defined. Instead, the section 
refers to a “dwelling unit,” 
where the ordinance states 
such “owner occupancy” 
properties can be rented 

or leased “on a weekly, 
monthly or longer basis.” 
That section also states that 
such dwellings can be “oc-
cupied by no more than one 
family.”

County zoning administra-
tors interpret the ordinance 
to mean that vacationers can 
be booked into short-term 
rentals for no more than a 
week. Those administrators 
also interpret the ordinance 
to indicate that no more 
than six unrelated family 
members can share a house 
rental. Still, families oc-
cupying a house could have 
more than six members.

Jefferson County Com-
missioner Steve Stolipher, 
who serves on the county 
planning commission, made 
a motion, which was adopt-
ed last month asking zoning 
administrators to propose 
ordinance changes. 

Stolipher acknowledged 
complaints from homeown-
ers near the river about 
short-term rentals while 
also recognizing Jefferson 
County’s tourism revenues 
lead those of any other West 
Virginia county. However, 
he also signaled his view for 
upholding property rights 
on both sides. “At the end 
of the day, the folks who are 
renting their properties, they 
have a right to rent their 
properties,” he said, “and 
the people who live there 
full time, they have a right 
to protect their property and 
not have anybody trespass 
on their property.”

The planning commission 

will hold a public hearing on 
whatever draft is prepared 
and then make a recommen-
dation to the county com-
mission.

Deal, who helps other 
property owners operate on 
Airbnb, said no property 
owner wants to have his 
customer disrupt a neighbor-
hood.

He pointed out how Airb-
nb and other market-making 
platforms have powerful 
incentives and strict rules 
that ensure property own-
ers and renters behave well. 
To continue exchanges with 
others, no host wants bad 
reviews from renters, and no 
renter wants a poor review 
from a host, he said. And no 
host or prospective renter 
wants to be barred from a 
platform.

And that includes respect-
ing the neighbors and com-
munities where short-term 
rental properties operate, 
Deal explained. “My neigh-
bors know me and they have 
my cell number, so if there’s 
any problem that I haven’t 
caught, they can text me,” 
he said. “My goal is to never 
have them do that.”

However, residents of 
McShanes Landing say they 
fear an onrush of short-term 
visitors will undermine the 
safe, close-knit character of 
their rural, out-of-the-way 
haven.

“Our homes, our neigh-
borhoods—this is where we 
leave our legacy,” Lochner 
offered. “We are going to be 
attending a lot of meetings.”
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Jefferson Chapel

Built in 1922 this former Episcopal 

stone mission became the home to the 

present Jefferson Chapel in 1982 after 

being purchased by Brown Funeral 

Home, Inc.
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West Virginia gas Prices DroP; 
national aVerage on tHe rise  
The average price of gasoline across Northern West 

Virginia is four cents lower at $3.019 per gallon, ac-
cording to AAA East Central’s Gas Price Report.

This week’s average prices: 
Northern WV Average                       $3.019
Last week    $3.051
Last year    $2.133

Average prices around West Virginia
$3.042      Bridgeport
$3.029      Clarksburg
$3.006      Huntington
$3.155      Martinsburg
$2.890      Morgantown
$2.944      Parkersburg
$2.996      Weirton
$3.089      Wheeling
Americans are paying a pretty penny to hit the road this 

summer. The monthly national gas price average has in-
creased from $3.00 in May to $3.07 in June to $3.15 in July. 
The beginning of August will likely be as expensive as July, 
especially as crude oil prices remain over $70 per barrel. An 
increase in global crude production is expected this month. 
However, even with the additional supply, global demand 
could outpace global supply and keep prices high.

On the week, the national average increased by two cents to 
$3.17 with a majority of states seeing jumps between two to 
ten cents. Today’s average is a nickel more than a month ago 
and 99 cents more than a year ago.

As many travelers take final summer vacations, AAA 
reminds drivers not to rely heavily on in-dash fuel economy 
displays. New AAA research found that a vehicle’s “miles to 
empty” estimates vary significantly and drivers could be taking 
an unnecessary risk if they over rely on these displays. With 
more expensive gas prices, motorists may be trying to stretch 
their tank to empty, but AAA recommends drivers watch their 
gas gauge and fill up when it reaches a quarter of a tank.

At the close of Friday’s formal trading session, West Texas 
Intermediate increased by 33 cents to settle at $73.95. A 
weaker dollar helped to push prices higher last week, while 
market concerns surrounding demand recovery continued 
to grow. Crude prices were also bolstered after the Energy 
Information Administration’s (EIA) latest report showed that 
total domestic crude stocks declined by 4.1 million barrels to 
435.6 million barrels. For this week, crude prices could climb 
higher if EIA’s next weekly report shows another decline in 
total domestic crude supply.
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