May 18, 2020
Jefferson County Department of Engineering, Planning, and Zoning
104 East Washington Street
Charles Town, WV 25414

RE: Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment for Commercial Cemeteries

Section 12.4.B of the Zoning and Land Development Ordinance allows for members of the
County to propose text amendments to the Planning Commission. ElderBranch LLC is working
with landowners in the County and proposes this text amendment on their behalf.

ElderBranch seeks to establish several small cemeteries in the West Virginia and Maryland
region and is in the process of purchasing land from a Jefferson County resident. Our vision is
for a natural burial cemetery in a park-like setting for people to visit their loved ones. This land
use will provide value to rural landowners and is consistent with the 2035 Envision Jefferson
Comprehensive Plan (“Plan”) central goal: the “enhancement of the rural economy,” which
includes uses outside of traditional agriculture. Cemeteries are also an important part of the

community and can be a place of reflection and reverence.

ElderBranch looks forward to working with the County on this proposed amendment.

Ve{y truly yours

e fdmw

‘/jane Dennison
[,,éo-Director, ElderBranch LLC






May 16, 2020

Jefferson County Planning Commission
The Mason Building, 2nd Floor

116 East Washington Street, Suite 200
Charles Town, WV 25414

Dear Commissioners,

| am a resident of Jefferson County and run the Sacred Roots Herbal Sanctuary in
Shepherdstown, WV, where we raise Certified Naturally Grown herbs (sacredrootswv.com).

| am requesting that the County amend its Zoning Ordinance to allow for commercial
cemeteries in the Rural District as a Conditional Use. Having this use as an option would
provide value to landowners and the County as a whole. It would also be consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan’s stated goal: the “Enhancement of the Rural Economy.”

I am working with Michael Judd and Jane Dennison, co-directors of ElderBranch LLC, who will
coordinate directly with the County in the development and adoption of this amendment.
ElderBranch LLC was formed with the purpose of establishing natural burial cemeteries that
respect the land and environment and allow people to be buried in environmentally-friendly
ways. This would be a wonderful opportunity for the residents of the County to build
community and remembrance of those that have passed. | hope that the Commission will allow
the County’s people to have this option to honor their loved ones.

Hillary Banachowski
1799 Persimmon Lane
Shepherdstown, WV







Article 2. Definitions

"Cemetery" shall mean land that is used or dedicated for a burial park for earth interments.
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Additional

Land Use NC|GC|HC | LI |MI|PND'/OC| R |[RG|RLIC|IC |V
Standards
Commercial Uses continued Sec. 8.9
Bar P|P|P|P|NP| P P | NP | NP P P |CU
Barber/Beauty Shop, Limited P | P | P | P[NP P P |[CU|CU P P | P
Bed and Breakfast P NP |NP|NP|NP| NP |[NP| P |[CU| NP |[NP| P Sec. 8.3
Brewpub P|P|P|PI|NP| P P CU|CU P P |CU| Sec.85
Business Equipment Sales and Service CU  p| P | P |CU P P |[CU|CU P P |CU
Building Maintenance Services Cu,p | P |P|P P P |[CU|CU P P |CU
Building Materials and Supplies NPl P | P | P | P P NP |CU | CU P P |CU
Campground®! CU| P |[NP|NP|NP| P NP | P |CU P P |CU| Sec.8.17
Car Wash NP P | P | P |CU| P P CU|CU P P |CU
Cemetery, Commercial CU CU | CU
Commercial Blood Plasma Center NP| P | P| P |NP| CU |CU|CUICU|l CU P |CU
Commercial Uses NP | NP | NP | NP | NP | NP | NP | NP | ** P P |CU| Sec.89
Contractor with No Outdoor Storage P P P P | P P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Contractor with Outdoor Storage NP | P P P | P P NP |CU | CU P P |CU
Convenience Store, Limited P P P P |CU P P |[CU|CU P P |CU
Convenience Store CU P P | P CU P NP CUCU|l cu P |cu >¢>58
(RLIC only)
Country Inn P P P P | NP P P |CU|CU P P | P
Crematorium, Pet® NP| P INP| P [NP| NP [NP| P | NP P P |CU| Sec.8.19
Custom Manufacturing PP P | P |P P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Dry cleaning and Laundry Services Pl P | P | P |CU P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Dry cleaning and Laundry Facility NP | P P P | P P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Equipment Rental, Sales, or Service NPl P | P | P | P P NP |CU | CU P P |CU
Exterminating Services NP | P P P | P P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Florist P P P P |CU P P |CU|CU P P P
Food Preparation P P | P | P |CU P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Hotel/Motel NP | P P P | NP P P |CU | CU P P |CU
Gambling Facilities NP | NP | NP | NP |CU| NP |NP|NP|NP| NP |CU|CU| Sec. 444G
Gas Station, Limited P P | P | P |CU P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Gas Station NP| P | P | P |CU P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Gas Station, Large NP |CU| P P CU| CU |CU|CU|CU P P |CU
Golf Course NP| P | P | P NP P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Grocery Store P P P P |CU P NP | CU | CU P P |CU
Horse Racing Facility NP | NP |NP| P |[NP| NP |[NP|CU|CU P P |CU
Kennel NP P | P | P |CU| P P | P |CU P P |CU| Sec.84
Medical/Dental/Optical Office, Small P P P P | CU P P |CU|CU P P | P
Medical/Dental/Optical Office NP | P P P | CU P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Mobile Home, Boat and Trailer Sales NP | P P P |CU P NP |CU|CU| CU P |CU
Movie Theater NP| P | P | P |NP| P NP | CU | CU P P |CU
Nightclub NP| P | P | P |NP| P NP | CU | CU P P |CU
Non Profit Commercial Uses P P P P | NP P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Non-Profit Community Centers Pl P | P | P |CU P |CU| P |CU P P |CU
Parking, Commercial Offsite Accessory | NP | P | P | P | P P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Pawn Shop Services NP| P | P | P NP P NP |CU | CU P P |CU
Personal Services P P P P | CU P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Professional Office, Small P P P P | CU P P |CU|CU P P | P
Professional Office P P P P | CU P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Restaurant, Fast Food, Limited P P P P | CU P P |CU|CU P P |CU
Restaurant, Fast Food Cu, P P P |CU P P | CU CU| CU P |CU
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Restaurant, Fast Food, Drive-Through NP P | P | P |CU  CU| P |CUICU|l CU P |CU
Land Use NC | GC HC| LI | MI|PND* OC| R |RG RLIC | IC | v |Additional
Standards
Commercial Uses continued Sec. 8.9
Restaurant P|P|P|P|CU|l P P CU|CU P P |CU
Retail Sales Limited P|P|P|PI|NP| P P CU|CU P P |CU
Retail Sales and Services, General NP| P | P | P |NP P NP | CU | CU P P |CU
Retail Store, Large NP CU| P |CUNP| CU |[NP|CU|CU| CU |CU|CU
Shipping and Mailing Services P P | P | P |CU P P |[CU|CU P P |CU
Special Event Facility P | P | P | P[NP P P |[CU|CU P P |CU| Sec.8.14
Storage, Commercial NP| P | P | P |CU P NP |CU | CU P P |CU
Veterinary Services P P | P | P |CU P P| P |CU P P |CU
Wireless Telecommunications Facilities P|P|P|P|P P P/ P | P P P | P Art. 4B
Agricultural Uses*
Agricultural Uses, as defined in Article 2 PP P | P |P P P|P|P P P | P
Agricultural Repair Center NP | P P P | P P P | P |CU P P | NP
Agricultural Tourism P P P P | P P P| P | P P P | P
Crematorium, Livestock®’ CUjCcujcUu|CcU|CU| CU |CU| P |CU| CU |CU|CU| Sec.8.19
Farm Brewery P P P P P P P P P P P P Sec. 8.5
Farm Winery or Distillery P P P P | P P P| P | P P P | P Sec. 8.5
Farm Market P P P P P P P P P P P P Sec. 8.6
Farm Vacation Enterprise P P P P | P P P| P | P P P | P
Farmer’s Market P P P | NP | NP P NP | P |CU P NP |CU | Sec.8.6
Feed and/or Farm Supply Center CU| P P P | P P P | P |CU P P | NP
Horticultural Nurseries and
Commercial Greenhouses P P P PP P P|P|CU P P NP
Landscaping Business P P P P | P P P | P |CU P P | NP
Rental of Existing Farm Building for
Commercial Storage NP | P P P | P P P | P |CU P P | NP
Structure must have existed for 5 years
Special Event Facility, Agricultural P P P P | P P P| P | P P P | P | Sec.8.14
Accessory Uses
Accessory Uses P P P P P P P P P P P P
NC Neighborhood Commercial OC Office / Commercial Mixed-Use
GC General Commercial R Rural
HC Highway Commercial RG Residential Growth District
LI Light Industrial RLIC Residential-Light Industrial-Commercial District
Ml Major Industrial IC Industrial-Commercial District
PND Planned Neighborhood Development V  Village District

P Permitted Uses
NP  Not Permitted Uses

CU Conditional Uses (subject to requirements of district and/or other requirements of this Ordinance)
**  Accessory Use to a planned residential community, if permitted pursuant to Section 5.4 and processed as a CU
! The Planning Commission may amend the permitted uses for a development in the PND District per Article 5.

2 Approval process is per the Salvage Yard Ordinance.
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