JEFFERSON COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES AGENCY
419 Sixteenth Avenue = Ranson, WV 25438
Tel: 304-728-3287 = Fax: 304-728-6221 = jcesa.org

Special Meeting Minutes
August 13, 2020

The August Special meeting of the Jefferson County Emergency Services Agency (JCESA) Board was held
at 6:45 p.m. on Tuesday, August 13, 2020 at the Independent Fire Company, Station 4 (Social Hall
Building) located at 200 W. 2" Ave., Ranson, WV 25438.

CALL TO ORDER
e The meeting was called to order at 6:45 p.m. by Chairman Simon

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL
Member Present Member Present
Allen Keyser Yes Debbie Lancaster Yes
Elliot Simon Yes Tony Troxel Yes
Jane Tabb Yes Craig Simpson Yes
Tricia Jackson Yes Bob Faas Yes
Dr. Marney Treese Yes Ronnie Shutts Yes
AGENDA ITEM

e JCESA and JCVFRA Board — Expectations as Fire Board

COMMENTS AND DISCUSSION

o Chairman Simon started off by stating that this is an exploratory meeting, as the ESA
and FRA have never had a meeting in regard to the Fire Board before. Therefore, all
we’re going to be doing today is try and figure out a framework on how the two
organizations will work together.

o Simon also mentioned that Commissioner Tabb pointed out at one of the meetings that
we might be the only county in WV where the ESA is not only that agency, but also the
Fire Board. So, this was an interesting discovering since ESA has never functioned this
way before, but if there are laws and regulations involved, we want to make sure that
we are operating in a lawful manner. And maybe even ways to improve by working and
meeting together from time to time.

o Simon moved on to say that his recommendation would be to see what Commissioner
Jane Tabb could share with the group as far as county code and ordinance and how they
apply here, and the important sections of Chapter 7; Article 7-17-6 through 12 of Senate
Bill No. 224. (Exhibit A)

o Simon read aloud 1-9 of Article 7-17-10 Powers generally. See (Exhibit A — page 3) He
then asked — is this Fire Board independent of the County Commission or, under the
direction of the County Commission?

= Commissioner Tabb responded that the Fire Board is Independent. She further
explained that ESA is a component unit of the County Commission, and ESA
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serves as both the Ambulance and Fire Board together. She briefly spoke of
when Jay Watson had everything approved by the state legislature and how
everyone assumed there would be just one comhined fee.

o Simon - what we have is, ESA supplies the employees to the ambulance and EMS
service, which then leaves the question that we have 7 independent VFD’s that have
always acted separately. What does this do in terms of getting everyone together as one
unit? And what are the ramifications of it, and how do we go forward if that’s what
we’'re supposed to do?

®  Currently looking at the way things are now we are all under one umbrella and
everything seems to be working just fine the way they are. Therefore, if it's not
broke, you don’t want to fix it.

o DeMeritt — his general understating of the legislation is the Fire Board is being
misrepresented altogether and that the states intent to the Fire Board is a funding
source to manage funding for independent volunteer fire organizations, not to manage
or oversee any operational or combining of organizations in any way. A funding body,
not a management body.

o Simon—it even gives the Fire Board the authority to go into debt. He assumes generally
that would apply to purchasing of a fire truck, capital investment and rolling stock or
major equipment purchases.

o Simpson —initially when Jay Watson was going back and forth to Charleston working on
allowing this county to hecome one board, and the biggest reason behind that was to
save money for the people of Jefferson County. Original intent was to have one fee to
cover everything, but at state level it didn’t happen. Now, we need to push the state to
make this happen.

o Morgan —at the last association meeting this same topic came up and | volunteered to
take the lead and go back to the legislation and work on getting this to be just one fee.
Already spoke to Wysong and Sandy Slusher and there will be others involved.

o Simon — but if the Fire Board is a funding mechanism, then there needs to be a budget
and that could get awkward since each fire company has their own budget.

o Faas—the money from the county is a gift it's not a line item on the budget.

o Malamas —you are correct, as each fire company already submit a copy of their budget
each year in order to receive their county funding, which breaks down each general
funding line item of what’s needed for the year to run the fire company. This is
submitted to the Fire Board, and then sent forward to the County Commission for
approval of funding.

o Simpson — this county has an association and cannot oversee funds that come in from a
fee, but ESA as acting Fire Board can, as far as he knows.

o Simon —stated that we recently discovered that we do have a Fire Board now; it just
hasn’t been functioning as a Fire Board.

o Simpson —replied, yes it has. JCESA is the Fire Board and has been putting out rules and
regulations for the ESA employees. ESA employees now are allowed to ride the fire
trucks, and they’re providing them with gear, so we are a Fire Board and acting as one
right now.

o Morgan — feels the Fire Board needs to come up with how funds with be distributed.
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o Faas — briefly gave an example about how outside gifted funds to VFD’s shouldn’t be
included in budgets when reviewed for county funding. He feels that the way things are
going with COVID and all, that if we're even able to get an emergency service fee to pass
will stabilize that potential. For example, the ambulance fee that we currently see only
funds 8 people out of the 33 part-time/36 fulltime people.

o Cogle - feels people are tired of always hearing that there is another FEE, it needs to
change.

o Faas—he agrees and it’s all in the way of how we sell it

o Jackson —in speaking with people in the community they have no idea why they're
paying a fee, no idea why their insurance gets billed for an ambulance, so we need to
present the need and educate the people because they are confused.

o Faas and Lancaster echoed what Jackson said and feel there is a need to educate the
community and maybe even consider having an open house where all the fire
companies and ESA come together and educate people. Put stuff out on Face Book
pages and websites, flyers, brochures, the more we can educate them the easier it's
going to be to sell. They don’t care if we're career or volunteer, they just want their
family to be taken care of.

o Commissioner Tabb —spoke briefly about the limitations on raising taxes and max levy
rates and fees.

o Simon—commented that maybe the County Commission needs to prioritize budgetary
items to provide more funds to emergency services or reach further into the pockets of
the taxpayers, which some taxpayers can’t afford it.

o Malamas/Simpson — VFD'’s have provided their budgets to the County Commission for
years, but they need to decide which way to go. All VFD’s want more people, but so
long as each can sustain themselves, they want to be able to purchase their own
equipment as needed — they don’t want the board to do that.

o Simon—so, you're saying we should maintain the structure as it is of each independent
fire company, doing their own budget and managing its own affairs.

o DeMeritt — it was decided 6-7 years ago to have ESA present our needs to the County
Commission. Another point that was brought up in the association meeting is the fire
fee and what it would be for, which he doesn’t believe they ever came to a resolution,
but there was discussion about getting out of the funding raising business, but at one
point are we financially solvent and can we maintain the way we have for the last 230
years? Because not having fund raising events due to COVID is ohviously hurting us and
not a sustainable method.

o Malamas —due to COVID and no fund raisers they had a loss of 40k, luckily funds set
aside to help for a while, but would like to see a guarantee stable funding source for
something like this in the future.

o Keyser —mentioned the one thing everyone needs to think about is the current EAS Fee
(Emergency Ambulance Service Fee) ordinance, which we have to follow and how it's
broke down and what all it covers. ESA has to move funds around between Ambulance
Fee and General Fund account in order to cover 34 fulltime and 34 part-time ESA staff.
93% of ESA’s budget is for labor. He briefly went over the process of presenting the
VFD’s budget presentation to the County Commission annually for funding. He
emphasized on there’s a lot of work to be done and an ordinance that needs to be
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followed - what it’s for, how it’s established and a definition of what that $40 covers. He
stated how each of them needs to get engaged with what Morgan has already started.

o Morgan — noted that the County ordinance can be changed at the state level.

o Simon-—commented on the Ambulance Fee in order to have it instituted it was
dedicated to the EMT positions

o Keyser —replied that there was a change in 2018 by the previous Director who was able
to get the change made which saved the county money

o Commissioner Tabb — briefly explained the process to change the ordinance and
mentioned that Stephanie Grove is the person to talk to and has the knowledge. And
that we all need to lobby our delegates.

o Faas —stated the next meeting we need to have all the County officials attend, Attorney,
Finance Directory, Administrator, and her staff - Keyser and Tabb agreed.

o Troxel —commented on the importance of a dedicated fee maintained by the Fire Board
and not the County Commission

o Simon — questioned about what’s next, to form a committee to work more on
integrating this or continue the way things have been going with the individual fire
companies’ budgets through ESA to the County Commission.

o Commissioner Tabb —feels it's not going to work because there is not enough revenue
for everyone. And that the WV State Constitution states that elected officials are the
priority are taken care of first in terms of the budget.

o Simon — asked Tabb for an overview of that money flow of what offices she's referring
too.

o Commissioner Tabh — Circuit Clerk, Magistrate Clerk, Assessor, Sheriff, Prosecuting
Attorney

o Morgan — first thing is come up with a reasonable dollar figure fee, and the Emergency
Services Board and Association agree on the amount to cover the career staff and the
rest be divided between the fire companies. And like Faas said, educate the community.

o Jackson—stated as an ESA Board Member she would like to see the VFD’s budgets so
she can get an idea of what their needs are and what's coming in so we can proceed to
talk about the shortfalls.

o Simon—made a comment to all attending that you may not get what you want, but you
absolutely must get what you need. It's a matter of public safety.

o Faas — stated that there are tons of things that we all need, but educating the
community is what's going to do it for us.

o Commissioner Tabb —will have added to the County Commission agenda an evening
workshop, legal meeting, and open forum. She asked that they come prepared with a
plan and presentation of what they are thinking about. Looking at a time frame around
Oct 2020.

o Keyser —recommended to Faas and Morgan when working on their presentation to take
into consideration the good faith funding of $82,500 from the County Commission, and
for the group moving forward to start thinking about working on budgets and
emergency services fee.

o Faas and Morgan will meet and plan the presentation

o Simon — next meeting Thursday, October 8" at 6:30pm (tentative)
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o Cogle —asked if a fee study could be sent out to the residents of the county with
information to educate them on what it’s for and let them decide.

o Simon —explained a fire fee is a regressive tax where a person on a fixed low income
would be paying the same fee as a millionaire. That’s the problem with the fee and
you'll get the push back. What’s needed is revenue assured through County Commission
somehow, but if a fee is what is needed then we need a fee.

o Simpson —our biggest part of selling this to get it as one combined fee is to the State
Association.

o DeMeritt —we only got one legal opinion on this and that was when Stephanie Grove
was the County Attorney and we took her word on it. We don’t think anyone else has

| studied it, and they haven’t explained to us why. I'm assuming not otherwise

inconsistent with state law, that we can’t do it. DeMeritt feels it’s worth getting a 2"¢/3"
legal opinion on it.

o Commissioner Tabb —we’re dealing with the state and unless it specifically states that
we can collect a fee you have to have an enabling legislation that’s pretty specific.

o Morgan - we need to promote, welcome, and bring back more big businesses like
Rockwood to our county to help bring in revenue.

o Simon —in closing he thanked Faas and Morgan for coordinating the first Fire Board
meeting.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn by Faas, 2™ by Jackson - Motion carries unanimously on voice vote. Meeting
adjourned at 7:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Debbie Lancaster, Secretary.

s //k('/;?{)

Approved - Elliot Simon, JCESA Chair Date
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ENROLLED
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE
FOR

Senate Bill No, 224
(By Senators Tomblin, M, President, and Caruth,

i ' By Request of the Executive)

[Passed March 8, 2008; In effect ninely days from passage.]

AN ACT fo authorize the county commission of Jefferson County to create a joint emergency services agency,
leglslative findings; and management by a joint emergency services board .

Be it enacted by the Legisiature of West Virginfa:

JEEFERSON COUNTY JOINT EMERGENCY SERVICES AGENCY.

&1. Legislative findings.

(a) The Legistature finds that:

(1) Jefferson Counly has a demonstrated population growth rate history;

(2) Small separate volunteer emergency services agencles cannot adequately serve the peopla of Jefferson County;
(3} The munlcipalities, cornmunities and the county cannot separately finance individual volunteer emergency services

agencies;
(4) Jefferson County is In a unique posifion that It has the only national histotical park In the state which atiracts thousands of

visitors annually;

(5) The natlonal historical park with its historical buildings and visitors places an undue burden on the small Individual
emergency services agencies In Jefferson County; and

(6) An agency that combines joint emergency services would enhance Jefferson County's ability to serve Its people.

{b) Therefore, the Legistaturs declares that since Jefferson County Is In a unique sltuation, itis In the pliblic interest that the
county commission of Jefferson County be authorized fo create a jolnt emergency services agency.

-l T

%

§2. Authorzing creation of the Jefferson County Joint Emergency Services Agency.

{a) In fieu of creating both an emergency ambulance service authority and a separate county fire assoclation or county fire
] hoard, the counly commission of Jefferson County may enact an ordinance creating a comblned Joint emergency services
agency to provide emergency services and emergency response services ,
(b) The agency shall possess all of the rights and responsibllities conferred upon emergency ambulance service authorlties,
county fire assoclations and county fire boards that are not otherwise Inconsistent with state law and local ardinance.
§3. Joinf Emergency Services B oard, .
(a) By ordinance, the county commission of Jafferson County may create a Joint Emergency Services B oard lo oversee the
management and cohtrol of the agshey.
{b) The board shall conslst of at least the following individuals who shall be appointed by the counly commission:
{1) A reprasentative from an emergency medical service;
(2) A representaflve from a fire protection service; and
{3) A citizen member who is not employed with an emergency medical service, a fire protection service or the courty
commission,
(¢} All boatd mermbers shall be residents of Jefferson County,
(d} The board members shall serve for staggered terms of three years and are Hmited to two consecutive terms. In the event

e
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CHARTER 7. COUNTY COMMISSIONS AND OFFICERS.
ARTICLE 17, COUNTY FIRE BOARDS.

§7-17+1. FindIngs. :
The Leglslalura finds thal fire prolaciion and saving lives and properly are Imparlant Lo 1ke heatth and walfars of the cliizens of the slale and thal it Is
desirablo for counly govarnments lo provide fire pratection servess to counly residents.

§7-17-2. Definitlons.
As used In this arlcle untess the conlew dearfy indicates olbenylse;

{1} *User" metns any porson o wheim fire service Is made avallable urdfer the provislons of this edicle,

(2) "Counly commissles® means the cotinly commlsslon o fribunat in leu thereol of every counly within the state of West Virginla as provided In
secllon nine, arlice nina of the constliullon of the stale of West Virginla,

{3) "Counly flro assoclalion® marns aa nasaclallon crealed In sacklon three of his adlclo,
{4} "Colaly lire board” meats thal board created In seclion slx of Ihis ardicle,

{6Y "Flre service® means an organlzallon thal provides fire prevantlon and fre pretection Lo & comsmunity, the members of such an organization or lha
fre Rghilng professlon as a whole.

{6) "Qualiled volers" means ragislarad voters who restde i the affected flre service disirlet and are users or prospacliva users of he Mie prevention
and Jire protoclion services provided by Wha fire service under the provisions of bis arilcle.

§7-17-3, County fire assoclallon creallon; prohibiting entrance by s munlclpality maintalning a full thme pald fre depariment.
Tha flre depariments within each counly are hereby aulharized lo create and ostablish a counly flro asspeialion, hartinafler refarred to as 'fire
assoclatlon.” The county llre assoclallon Is created to discuss fire protestion services o address fira proleclion prablems al the counly fevef.

Upon the creation of & fre asseelallon, any {ull-ime pald fire depanment locsted In & municlpailly, as delined In section nine, article filteen, chaplor
alght of this code 15 excluded from the provisions of this ardlcle,

Howover, this provigion shat not prohibll ihe counly commisalon of tha fire board Wit the approval of tho counly commisslon fram contracling with
any muricipal fire depiiiment for tre proleslion services rendered le Lha counly,

§7-17-4, Management and controf vested Inthe county fire assoclatlon; appointrsent.

The management and conirol of the fire assoclalion, #s propedy, operalions, business and aftalrs shalt be fodged with 1ho representalives from each
slala hre cammisslon recognlzed lire depariment forming the (Ire assaclalion, For the purpase of forming the membarshlp of the fire assoctallon, each
llre deparimant shall appolnt one reprosenlative, by a maforlly vele of the mambars of (ha fire deparimenl, 1o sorve on Lhe fire assoclallon: Provlded,
Thal In the evenl threa or less fire depariments form the [lre assoclallon each fre departmont shalt alecl lwo reprasentalives, by a majorily vole of lhe
members of each fire departmen), to séfve on the Nra assoclation: Provided, fowever, Thal It the event only ona fire department forms tho firn
assactation lhe members of (he fke depariment shall conduct the fire essocfallon’s business, The membears of Ihe fira assoclallon shak servs for a
teim of thrao yenrs wilh the Inflla oppalntmenls beginning on the sl day of July, one thousand aine hundred elghly{four. If a member reslgns or for
any ather reason s posillen tarminales durlng his term of mambership, a succassct shall be elected by majorily vote of the mambers of e
rapresaniod departimont to Hil aut tha remalnder of the vacated leren. Mambers In alfica at the expiratton of thelr respeclive lecms shalt sontinve io
serva unlll thelr successors have been appolnled and have qualiiled,

§7-17-5. Sale or lease of properly; reversion of assels upon dissolttlon,

Tha fre assoctalton shall (X and delermine lke lerms and contillons of any properly or equipment to be feased or sold by the fire assoclation, Upon
dlssolullon of the llre assectatlon, all of s assals and property contribtled by the county commlsslan shel roverd {o and betome tho prapariy of tha
counly for which the board was crealad,

§7-17-6. County fira board craallon and management: membership; terms of members; vacancles,

The coury flre assoclalion upon twe-lhirds vota of Its membership shall submil an appiealion Lo ha county commission raguestng Ihat ihe cotnly
commlssion creale lha counly fire boasd, Upon recelpt of such applicolion the county commission may by majorlly vole create such a fire hoard end Il
so crealed the counly fire board, If authortzed, shell be a corporation. Tha counly to board shall esteblish the furding priositles for the tre
dapariments forring the fire asseclation and shall present a Bst of (hosa priorlties lo 1he counly commisslon, Howevst, ne lire depariment o7




representaliva of a fira departmanl whe 1s & member of {he flre board or flra assoclatlan may apply for counly funding from lhe county commisslon
axcapl 55 provied for i subsecllon seven, secllon ten of tis arlicle. The bylaws of the counly fire board end standerds of operallon af the lre
assoclation shall be submitted to, and approved by, lhe slale fira cemenisslon and counly commission,

The counly fire boaed shall consist of saven membars. The Initla) eppointment lo e counly fire beard shali begln on lhe lrsl day of July, ona
thousand rine hundred eighly-four, Ona county commissionee, chosen by tha counly commission, shall serve on the baard, The county commission
shall make the Inllial appoiniments to the {ire board so thal one third of tha Fira assoclallon members and tha elizen members lo be so appoiated shall
tio appolited for a term of pne year, ane (hird of (e fire assoclalion members and lhe clizen mambers shalf be appolnted for @ lerm of Lwa years and
onc (Nrd of e fire assoclation masmbers and the cltlzen members shak be agpointed for 8 term of thraa yeals, As the term of each such Initial
sppoinles explres, tha successor o Tiil the vacancy creatad by sutch explred lere shall be appointed by the counly cammission for a lerm of three
yaars, The counly fire aasoclation shall sthmlt lo Iha counly commilssion i names of five membars of lhe Nre assoclation, trae of whom shall be
appolnled by ihe county commisslon o serve @ lenm of lheee years, Such members are limiied o Iwo consectdive lerms, Three clilzen membars shall
Be appolnted by He county commlssion Lo serve on the board. The ellizen saembers may net be assostaled wilh lire service ar the county
commisslon, The clllzon membars must ba resldants of the eounly of which tha county fire boagd ts formed sad not more than one cllizen member
rmay b appointed front the same magisterial district In e county. The citizen members shalt serve far a term of three years but ara (mited o wo
consecillve ferms. If a member rasigns o for any otharreason his maembership lerminates dunng his lerm of office, & successor shail be appoktad
from ta same represontative area to §1R oul tho rarmelnder of his lerm. Members in office al tha explration of thalr respectlva lerms shall continue o
serve unlll thelf successors have bean appolnlad and have queliiled.

Annually The board shell eles? ona of lis appolnted members &5 chafrman and znolkos 8s vice chairman, and shall appoial a secrelary-treasurer, Four
romhars of the baard shall constilule & guorum and the alflirmalive vela of four members shalf ba necessary for any aclien taken by vote of the beard,
No vacancy I the membershlp of the suthorily shall Impair the tights of & querdm by such vate lo exerclss all the righls and parform all tulies of tha
board,

§7-17-1, Reslitent requiremant of county fire board mornbers; munlcipatily locaiton,

All mernksars of the counly fiva board shall be residents of the counly in which the ceunly e board {s Inmended to operate. Il a counly boundary line
divides & nuniclpalily's ity Tinsits, he acen of the municipality fn which lhe majority of the municlpalily's pepulation residas delermines the counly In
which e municipalily is lecaled for this purpose,

§7-17-0, Camponsallon; expenses,

fo merber of lhe board may racelve any tompansation In coraecllon wilh his services as & member, Each member, however, s enlitled lo
relmbursamant by he county e basd for any necessary oxpenses actually ncurrad In connection wih the parfermance of his dulles, However, nol
mora lhan one peseent of the annual apgropriailons lo the baesd may be used for adminisicative expenses by the board.

§7-17-9. Board Lo be a pubfle gorperation,
The counly flre board shaff conslllula and I authorlzed be creeted a pusalle carporalion under the name provided For in Ils arfleles of incerporatien and,
as such, shall fiave parpeluni succession, may conleact wilh and be conlracled wlih, stre ant ba sued, and have and use a corporale seal

§7-17-10, Powors generaliy,
Tha cotnty flre board miy:

(1} Make and adopl ail necessary bylaws, rules and regulatlons for s organlzation and opeealions not Intenslslent with law
{2] Etect lls own offcers, appoit commitlees and employ and fix conpensalion for pessonnel nacessary for s eperation;

{31 Ender Into conlracls wilh any persan, agency, govemmenlal depastment, flrm or corporation, Inchiding both public and private cerpealions, and
renew, anand or supplement stich gonlracls;

(4] Generally do any and all hlags nacessary or convanient for the plrpese of Improving flre service pralection within the area lo ba sarvoed)

{5} Borrow money, apply for, recelva and usa granig-in-ald, donnsions and conlidbullons [rom any seurce or SOUCos and accapl and use bequasts,
devigos, giits and donalions Irom any person, Brm or corporation;

{6} fRalsa tunds by the Issuance and sale of revenus honds in the manner provided by law;

{7) Fotrnulate and prasent a pelillon for funds fo The county commisslon: Provided, Thal ol more than one porcent of sueh funds boe used for
puspeses other fian ihe priorlized needs of the terber departments;




(8} Purchase or othervise acqulre, own, hold, sell and dispese of real and personal propery; and

{8} Expont ils funds In the execullon of the powers and autharlly herein glven, which expendilures, by e means aviborlzed hereln, are hereby
determined and gaclared as 8 malter of legislallve finding lo be for 4 public purpose and use, n (ha public Inferes| and for the general wellere of the
paople of Wast Virginle,

§7-17-11, Limliatlons.
Cousily flre assoclations and eounly fire toards shall Ire sublec! lo he aulhoriy of tha goveralng bady n which sald assoclelien and boards ara

primaily located.

§7-11-12, County fira servica feas; patitlon; electlon; dedicallon; and Increase,

Evory counly commisslon which providos fire prolection services hos plonary pawor and attherity to provido by ordinanco for tho conlinwance or
jmprovamant of such service, o meke rogulations yilth respoel thorela and lo Imposo by erdinance, tpon the usors of such sepvices, raasonablo fire
senvlce rales, [eos and chorges o bo collected in the manser speciflsd [n the ordinance, However, before a counly commissian canh impose by
ordinance, upon tha users of such service, a reasorable fira service foa, lon parcent of lhe qualiied votess shall prasent a petilon duly signed by them
I thelr own handurlling, and filed will the clerk of the coualy commisston diracting that the county commisslon Impose such a fee. The counly
commissfon shall act have & Jlon on any property as securlty for paymenla due undor iy ordinarce. Any ordinance enacled under the provislons of
{his sacilon shall be published as a Class 11 logal adverlisement In compitance vl the provisiens of edicle three, chapler tity-nina of s cede, ond
the gakilicallon grea for such publicalion shall be the counly in which the county fire hoard is focated, it the even! iy parcent of the quatiiled volers
of thts eounly by pelliion duly signest by them la thelr own handwdiing snd fled wilth the elark of the counly commlssion wilhln forty-live days afler the
explration of such publication protest agalnst such erdinance as anaclad or amendad, the erdinance may noi becore ellective untiti is ralillec by 8
majorlly of the lagal voles east Inareon by (he qualilied volors of such county &l any primary, generst or spaclai elaction &g Itte county commissien
diacts. Voling thereon may nol take place until after natice of he subriasion has been glven by publication as above provided for Ihe publicalion ol
the ardinance afler 1L s adopled. The powers and authorily hereby areatad lo counly commisstons are In additlon lo and suppletnental lo the powars

and authority ulharwise pranted to lhem by other provisions of [h's code.
Any loes imposed under ihis extlcle are dadiceted o lhe county fire hoard for lhe purposes pravided In this arlicle,

1 thi avant the couriy fire board defermines anincrease In any such {ea tmposed by s secllon ia necessary, il shafl by resofutlon request o
county commissan for sush anincrease. Procadures salforth In this socilon for the fllle! Javy of such o feo shall be foflownd by the county
commisslan In (ha evenl an increase is soughl,

§7-17-1, Incusring Indebtedness; rghts of creditors,

The eounly fire board may [ncur any proper indabladness and fssue any obligations and glve any secudly terefor which Il considers necessary of
advisable In cornection wilh carying oul lts purposes as herelabefora menflanad, No staitiory lmilallon with raspect to ihe nalure, or amounl, Inlerast
rete o duratlon of Indebtodness which may be Incurred by municlpatities or other publie bodles applles ko ldabledness of the counly fire board,

No indebleness of obilgatfon Incurred by the board shall give any right agalnsl sny member of 1he govesalng kady of any panticipating governmenl o
any mamber al the board, Any obiigation or Indebledness of aay palure of the hoard shall naver constitule an obiigation or Indeblednass of any
pertlcipating goveramend or lhe governing bady of any paticiping gavernment, within the meantng of any cons(kullonal provisica or stalutory
limilation and shal naver constilula or giva Hsa fo & pecurlary Hablily of any parliclpating governmen or the governing body of any panicipating
government or ha a charge agalist the genaral crad) or taxing power of any pacicioating governmani or lhe governing body of any paritclipaling
govarnmen, The rlghis of creditors of the board shef be solely galnst the bosrd as n corperate body and shall ba satisfled only nul of ravenues,
roneys ar propesly recelved or held by It in s corporale capncily,

§7-17+14. Agraements In connection with oblatning funds.

The county fire board may, In cennaction wilh oblataing funds far #ts purposes. anfer nio any agresmant with any porsen, firm or corporation, Inzluding
the federal governmant; or any agency or subdivision thereol, containing provisions, covonants, lerms and condilions as |be counly ére hoard
conslders advisable, )

§7-17=15. Proparty, honds and obligations of authority exempt frem tmation.

The county fire board ls axempl from the paymenl of any taxes ot fees to Lhe stafe o any subdivision iherao! or fo any olficer or employee of the slate
ar other subdivislon thereol, The properly of he counly fire bosed Is exenmpl from all local and municlpal taxes, Bonds, noles, delronfures and other
avidence of Indebtedness of tha counly fira board ase deciiced lo ba lasued for n publle purpose and to be publlc Instrumantallies and are exampl
[rem faves,




§7-17-16. Approprialions authorlzed, .
‘Fhe courdy commisston and any munigipalily tharain, or any ena of more of them, Jeinlly and sevarslly, may conlribule by appropriallon frorm any
funds avallshle, to tha cosl of the operallon end projects of the county firo board,

§7-17-17. Contributlons by cotnty commlisstens, munlclpalities and others; furds and accounts; repors; audit and examination of books,
records and accounts and penalties.

Conlifbulions may be mate lo the counly fre board lrom {lme Lo Ume by Lhe tounly commissten of the county or any municlpal corporallon Ihereln,
and by any parsons, firms of corperalions which desiie o do so, All such furids amd a4 otfer lunds received by (he county flre Board shall be
depostied In sucls bank or hanks s the county fre board may direcl and shall be withdrawn (heraftons it such manner as the counly fire board may
direct. ‘The counly firs board shall keep slict account of s lts receipls end expendliures and shall each quarler make a quarlerly reporl Lo lhe couniy
cormmisslon and nwnlclpalities contalning an Homized slotament of ils racelpts and disbursemonts durlng lhe precoding querler. Within sily days allar
the end of gach flscat yoar, the county fire board shall make an snnual roporl conlalntng aa llemlzed stalement of Ils recelpls and disbursements for
Lhe preceding flscal year, Tho annuet reperd shall bs pubfishod as a Class | legal edverdisement In compllance wih the provisions of adicle threo,
chapter [ty-nine of (hls cocie and the publicallon area for such publication shall o he county in which the county fire hoard Is lecaled, The books,
records and accounts of We board are subject lo audi end examination by the ofiice of he slale lax commissloner of West Virginla and by any olher
proper publlc ofitclal o bady i lhe menner provided by lav, For Taliure to comply with The provisions of this secilon the cotnty llre board shall be fined
nol less than lan nos more than Wenly-five dollars,

§7-17-10. Sale or lease of proparty; revarsion of assels upon dissoiutlon,

The counly fire board shall fix and determine the terms and conditions of any propery or equipmeat {o be feased or sold by the counly fire board,
{pun the dissolution of the counly firg board, all of s assels and property shall severl to and become {he property of lhe county for which Lhe board
was crealad, '

§1-17-19, Employees to be coverad by workers® compensallon,
All employees of the counly Hire board sfiglble therelo ate considered Lo ba within the Workers' Compensalion Act of Wast Virginla, and premiums on
the'r compensatlon shall ke pald by he counly lire borrt as required by lav,

§7-17-20, Liberal construction of aricle.
Jtihe purpose of this edlcle Lo provide for ihe lmprovemen, develppment and advancemant ¢f flre protection servicas wilhin the counlies end ihis
arllclo shall be liberaily conslrued as giving lo tha county fire board fall and compleio power reasonsbly required to give effect Lo the purposes heréol,
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