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TOURISM IN JEFFERSON COUNTY

Short-term rentals see calls for support, regulation

By TIM COOK
Staff writer

NEAR THE POTOMAC - Butch Deal
has been hosting overnight visitors in Jef-
ferson County for eight years. He’s among
the approximately 180 or so homeowners,
he points out, participating in the short-term
rental market for tourists.

Those Airbnb-style entrepreneurs have
included young people offering occasional
stay-overs in second apartment bedrooms to
pay their monthly rents, Deal said.

Those folks, he said, include retired
couples opening their backyard in-law suites
over long weekends to supplement retire-
ment incomes. They include people like
himself who renovate a historic home and a
small “shack” near Shepherdstown as part
of small business ventures competing to
provide a sought-after service.

“Tourism is the largest county industry,”
he said. “Especially now with COVID — it’s
extremely popular to have a whole-home-
type rental.”

Deal pointed out that a converted bus, a

couple of yurts and a treehouse are all part
of the burgeoning, internet-fueled hospitality
industry of local home rentals.

“There’s lots of Airbnbs and short-term
rentals ... on several different [online] plat-
forms all over the county,” he said. “Some
have been there a decade or more.”

Then there’s Wendy Lochner, a hom-
eowner in the residential enclave McShanes
Landing along the Potomac River north of
Harpers Ferry. Five of the 15 houses in her
scrunched-in-a-row community have turned
into short-term rentals full-time, she said.

Lochner said she and her neighbors have
suffered loud lawn parties. They said they
have endured muddy trespassings over
private boat docks, chases by visitors’
unleashed dogs and driveways that become
packed parking lots.

In apparent frustration, somebody in the
neighborhood posted a banner darkly warn-
ing visiting renters, “Be Advised. This is a
Private Residential Community and You Are
NOT WELCOME.”

(See RENTALS Page 10)

SIGNS OF FALL | HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL PRACTICE BEGINS

IT'S HERE

High school football practice
started on Monday in Jefferson
County and the rest of the state. At
left, Washington football coach Glen
Simpson offers instruction to players.
Below, Jefferson coach Craig Hunter
observes his players working on this
year's offense scheme. Jefferson’s
first game will be against Millbrook
on August 27 and Washington will
play host to Hedgesville on August
26. For more on the first day of
practice, see page 16.

Old Opera House
brings fantasy to
life with production

By BONNIE WILLIAMSON
Special to Spirit

CHARLES TOWN—Adults and children players
alike take part in a trip into a classic fantasy world
as the Old Opera
House Theatre
Company and
Arts Centre pres-
ents, “The Lion,
the Witch and the
Wardrobe,” Au-
gust 5, 6, 7 and 8.

“This produc-
tion is part of our
summer family
show,” said Steve
Brewer, the orga-
nization’s manag-
er/artistic director.
“We’ve been
doing this for fve
years. We started
with just children
in the shows years
ago but decided
to have adults this time, too. Everyone can perform
side by side. It’s a higher quality show.”

The cast is a large one with 29 people on hand,

COURTESY PHOTO
Ethan Mason plays Peter and
Duncan Coberly plays the role
of Aslan the lion during a
rehearsal.

(See OOH Page 11)
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