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NARRATIVE: Potomac Edison Company’s ‘Sleepy Hollow Tower Site’ Concept Plan 

 

 

Jefferson County Zoning Ordinances: Section 4B.7 –Wireless Telecommunication Towers Subsection J. 2. a. – 

permits 100’ Tower pursuant to the zoning ordinances. 

 

• West Virginia Code 8A-7-3(e) states: “Essential utilities and equipment are a permitted use in any zoning 

district.” 

• Project proposes a 150’ monopole. 

• On December 10, 2020, the Board of Zoning Appeals approved a variance for Section 4B.7J.2a to increase the 

height restriction from 100’ to 150’ for a proposed telecommunications tower. 

• At this time, co-location is not anticipated.   

 

Benefits of a monopole at the Sleepy Hollow Substation. 

Sleepy Hollow substation is a vital substation for electric supply to Jefferson County, including but not limited to 

the Charles Town area. The installation of the proposed monopole at that station would allow for a robust 

communication link that would be owned and maintained by Potomac Edison Company. 

The proposed monopole and its’ equipment would enhance the visibility and control of the station from the 

operations centers which will allow for faster responses to changes in the power grid. This monopole and its 

equipment will lead to shorter outages and allow for problems to be seen before they become outages. 

 

This proposed monopole will make this site a hub for communications to other stations and devices in Jefferson 

County giving similar benefits to them and thereby making the power grid more stable. Another significant 

benefit is added security. The proposed monopole will allow Potomac Edison the ability to support a more 

sophisticated security system including but not limited to real time video.  This security system is a very valuable 

tool in today’s environment both as a deterrent and to permit enhanced responses and response times. 

 

Conclusion: 

This communications tower (monopole) will enhance the operation of the power grid, the safety of the power grid 

and allow Potomac Edison Company to have increased security systems at their substation. 
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