Jefferson County Homeland Security & Emergency Management
Public Awareness, Education & Training Committee

Minutes

September 10, 2014 
Jefferson County Homeland Security and Emergency Management’s Public Awareness, Education and Training Committee met at the Jefferson County Emergency Operations Center on September 10, 2014 at 1300 hours.  Present were: Amanda Bock, WVU Jefferson Medical Center; Mike Davis, CERT; Sandy Green, West Virginia HSEM Region III; Jeff Jefferies, WVU Jefferson Medical Center; Barbara Miller, JCHSEM; Jessica Owens, JCHSEM; and Brandon Vallee, JCHSEM.  
Mrs. Miller called the meeting to order.  

Introductions

I. Old Business

1. Resilient Neighbors Network
a. Mrs. Miller stated that the Resilient Neighbors Network still has meetings by phone every month.  The next scheduled meeting will be on Friday, September 19th.   The Resilient Neighbors Network is in the process of reorganizing their structure due to funding restrictions.  They are still working through the Natural Hazards Mitigations Association (NHMA) and someone is acting jointly to send out notices of meetings.  It is unclear when the network will be able to meet in person.
2. American Red Cross Shelter Exercise and Training, July 29
a. Mrs. Miller stated that the training was held in Martinsburg and emergency managers were invited to attend in order to see the sheltering capabilities of the American Red Cross.  This event was successful in generating positive press.  
3. Jefferson County Fair, August 17-23
a. Mrs. Miller stated that the fair was a great experience for JCHSEM.  She also discussed how Mr. Vallee and Mrs. Owens redesigned the display board and that it was greatly appreciated.   
4. JC Emergency Management Tour with Chief McAvoy @ Shepherd University
a. Mrs. Miller and Ms. Owens went on a familiarization tour during the last week of July.  Chief McAvoy gave them a tour of the university and identified potential problem areas and threats to the campus.  
5. WV Homeland Security Region III EOCs Communications Drill, Saturday, August 2
a. Mrs. Miller discussed how JCHSEM tested all of their communications equipment including HISN Connect.  She identified that the Regional EM talk group was missing on the SIRN radios.  Mr. Green stated that the purpose of the drill was to test all communications avenues and resolve any potential issues before the full scale exercise on September 20th.  He stated that the after action report will be forthcoming.
6. WV Homeland Security & Emergency Management ETEAM Drill on August 7
a. Mrs. Miller stated that Monongalia County organized a drill for ETEAM.  This drill was designed to conduct a series of information requests and input them onto the ETEAM system within 24 hours.  The after action report from that drill is forthcoming. 
7. Jefferson County LEPC Table Top Exercise, August 6 at 1900 Hours @ Maintenance Building
a. Mrs. Miller stated that after action report from this exercise, has been delivered and will be presented at the next LEPC meeting on September 17th.  
II. New Business
1. National Preparedness Month Activities: Theme:  “Be Disaster Aware, Take Action to Prepare”

a. September 8 - Preparedness Presentation-Brandon at Council on Aging

i. Mrs. Miller stated that Mr. Vallee gave a presentation at the Jefferson County Council on Aging and that it was well received. 

b. September 11 - Independent Fire Company Remembrance

i. Mrs. Miller recommended that the committee attend the remembrance ceremony if they are able to. 

c. September 27 - PrepareAthon @ Home Depot in Ranson

i. Mrs. Miller passed out the PreparAthon bags to members of committee as a thank you for attending the meeting.  The bags are courtesy of the State Citizen Corp Council.  She stated that bags will be passed out at the Home Depot in Ranson in order to provide shoppers with a list of needed materials during an emergency. 

d. September 29 - Lunch-N-Learn-Michael Murphy BB&T at JC Commission Meeting Room
2. WV Homeland Security Region III Full Scale Regional Exercise, “Cold as Ice” September 20
a. Mrs. Miller stated that the exercise is slated to begin at 9 am on Saturday, September 20th.  Any pre-registration for the event must occur between 8 and 9 am.  The exercise will conclude at 2 pm with a hotwash occurring between 2 and 3 pm.  

b. Mrs. Miller discussed how this exercise is not designed to be an evaluation for participants, rather a way to gauge how players preform in a safe environment.  She stressed that for participants, this is a time to learn, a time to grow, and a time to look at plans before an actual event.  
3. Disaster Ready Kids Program from May 1- September 30 still going!
a. Mr. Vallee stated that there are several more readings scheduled for the month of September at local Child Care centers. 
4. WV State Interoperability Radio Network Conference at Camp Dawson, in Preston County, October 5-8
5. Psychological First Aid by Red Cross, October 7 6-9 p.m. at Red Cross Office, Kearneysville, Morgantown, Parkersburg, Charleston, and Beckley

a. Mrs. Miller stated that Mrs. Palmer with the American Red Cross will be hosting a psychological first aid training at the Bardane campus on October 7th. This training will run concurrently with other Red Cross agencies throughout the state.  
6. Jefferson County LEPC Mass Fatalities Conference, October, 2015
a. Mrs. Miller stated the Mass Fatalities Conference is tentatively scheduled for the end of October 2015 and will be hosted at the Clarion Hotel in Shepherdstown.  Mrs. Miller further stated that once the final dates are determined, that JCHSEM will contact committee members.
III. Member Sharing Time

Mr. Jefferies stated that West Virginia University Jefferson Medical Center is preparing for the exercise.  He stated that due to a decrease in staffing and budget restrictions, that they are limited, but the hospital is actively trying to be involved in the community. 

Ms. Owens discussed the new credentialing system for the state of West Virginia.  She mentioned that the next round of credentialing will occur during the week of September 15th.  Ms. Owens stated that no physical information stays on kiosk in the Maintenance Department. The information is sent directly to Charleston, WV.   

Mr. Vallee discussed the role of social media during National Preparedness Month and encouraged the committee to get involved when possible. 

Mrs. Miller stated that the CAD system has been successfully launched and that the EOC will now have access to situational awareness from the CAD system.  Mrs. Miller stated that the final EOC list for the full scale exercise on September 20th will be sent out shortly.  

The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 pm. 
