
Special Meeting Agenda 

Jefferson County Planning Commission 

Tuesday, June 25, 2024 at 6:00 PM 

Office of Planning & Zoning 

116 E. Washington Street, Charles Town, WV 25414 

Phone Number: 304-728-3228  /  Email: planningdepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org 

Website: www.jeffersoncountywv.org  

By order of the President of the Jefferson County Planning Commission,  

Public Participation is available in-person only. 

The meeting will be broadcast live via ZOOM for viewing purposes only. 

In-Person Meeting Location: County Commission Meeting Room located in the lower level of the 

Charles Town Library (side entrance on Samuel Street) 

200 East Washington Street, Charles Town, WV 25414 

ZOOM Broadcast Information*: Meeting ID: 835 4228 4464 

Meeting Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83542284464  

*If watching live broadcast, please ensure your microphone is muted and be mindful that your video is 

streaming to others. 

There is no public comment for the following items. 

1. Discussion and Possible Action Related to the Comprehensive Plan Update: Review of Part 1 of 2 of 

the Draft 2045 Comprehensive Plan. 

2. Discussion and Possible Action related to upcoming meeting dates 

3. President’s Report 

4. Actionable Correspondence RE: Comprehensive Plan Update 

Correspondence continued from the May 7, 2024 meeting 

1. Noah Mehrkam, 2024-02-25 

2. Karen Twigg Sagisi, 2024-03-01 

3. Roberta N. Meade Curry, 2024-03-02 

4. Jean C Zigler-Kotch, 2024-03-18 

5. Mary Gee, 2024-04-02 

6. Gillian Vickers, 2024-04-02 

7. Dave Lutman, 2024-04-10 

8. Kay Shultz, 2024-04-10 

Correspondence received after May 7, 2024 (continued from June 11, 2024 meeting) 

9. Potomac Valley Audubon Society 

(PVAS), 2024-05-13 

10. Lizette Temple, 2024-05-13 

11. Lori Simmons, 2024-05-13 

12. Mark Muse, 2024-05-13 

13. Philip Post, 2024-05-13 

14. Rebecca Phipps, 2024-05-13 

15. Susan Ford, 2024-05-13 

16. Suzanne Patrick, 2024-05-13 

17. Tracy Riordan, 2024-05-13 

18. Jena Meredith, 2024-05-16 

19. Marcy Bartlett, 2024-05-16 

20. Martha Sullivan, 2024-05-16 

21. Ralph Scorza, 2024-05-16 

22. Cindy Powers, 2024-05-23 

23. David Lutman, 2024-05-16 

24. Jeff Hornbeck, 2024-05-16 

25. Jim Surkamp, 2024-05-16 

26. Michael Chalmers, 2024-05-16 

27. Rose Marie, 2024-05-16 

28. Petition from Russo-Shepherdstown, 

2024-05-16 

29. Doug Rockwell, 2024-05-17 

30. James Cain, 2024-05-17 

31. D.W. Gregory, 2024-05-18 

32. David Duh, 2024-05-18 
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33. Judy York, 2024-05-18 

34. Cynthia Feeser, 2024-05-19 

35. Elizabeth McGowen, 2024-05-19 

36. Lois Butcher, 2024-05-19 

37. Bill Rule, 2024-05-20 

38. Evelyn Getty, 2024-05-20 

39. Jane Tabb, 2024-05-20 

40. Mary Beth Kilmer, 2024-05-20 

41. Nancy Craun, 2024-05-20 

42. Paul Kradel, 2024-05-20 

43. Randall Tremba, 2024-05-20 

44. Carrie Singer, 2024-05-22 

45. Bobbi Blok, 2024-05-24 

46. Bob Aitcheson, 2024-05-26 

47. Charlotte Fremaux, 2024-05-26 

48. Deborah Rochefort, 2024-05-27 

49. Philip Baker-Shenk, 2024-05-27 

50. Billy McLaughlin, 2024-05-28 

51. Charlotte Fremaux, 2024-05-28 

52. Sharon & Michael Helman, 2024-05-28 

53. Teresa Purcell-Diehl, 2024-05-29 

54. Jacquelyn Milliron, 2024-05-31 

Correspondence received between 06/01/24 – 06/11/24:  

55. Greg Welter, 2024-06-02 

56. Cristy Miller, 2024-06-03 

57. Kathleen Loftin, 2024-06-03 

58. Paul Singh, 2024-06-03 

59. Sue Covello, 2024-06-03 

60. Aaron Di Lima, 2024-06-10 

61. Chris King, 2024-06-10 

62. Mike Murray, 2024-06-10 

63. Mike & Kathy Sholl, 2024-06-10 

64. Tammy Miller, 2024-06-10  

65. Bernard Simmons, 2024-06-10 

66. Rachel Wilkinson, 2024-06-11 

67. Dale Horensky, 2024-06-17 

 



Item #4 – Actionable Correspondence RE: Comprehensive Plan Update 

 

Correspondence continued from the May 7, 2024 meeting 

1)  Noah Mehrkam, 2024-02-25 

2)  Karen Twigg Sagisi, 2024-03-01 

3)  Roberta N. Meade Curry, 2024-03-02 

4)  Jean C Zigler-Kotch, 2024-03-18 

5)  Mary Gee, 2024-04-02 

6) Gillian Vickers, 2024-04-02 

7)  Dave Lutman, 2024-04-10 

8) Kay Shultz, 2024-04-10 





From: Noah Mehrkam
To: CompPlan2045
Cc: Noah Mehrkam
Subject: Re: Future Plans for Old Standard Quarry
Date: Sunday, February 25, 2024 9:51:38 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Hi Luke,
The current ownership entity for Old Standard is Standard Land Company, LLC, which for
almost ten years has entertained a number of offers for the property at least two related to
RVs/camping and glamping.  We continue to evaluate proposals as they materialize and I am
committed to utilizing the property in a way that generates economic benefits including
tourism jobs and expanded tax base, while leveraging the trail connections and historical and
natural significance.  As the current comp plan indicates the property is incredibly unique
given:

the historic significance, 
that it offers an opportunity to connect and expand two trails and unite disconnected
portions of battlefield on the National Park, 
supports recreational opportunities on the mile long lake and 
provides river access along the 1.5 miles of Shenandoah River  

We also continue to progress the site through the State DEP Brownfield Voluntary
Remediation Program, including nearing a certificate of completion for the former quarry pit
lake to enter the Program, which would result in about 95% of the property entering the
program, most of which to a residential development standard.  

I’ve recently heard from Lyn Widmyer who I’ve known a long time and to whom I indicated
my interest in any and all proposals for trails.  Any trail ideas would need to consider and help
solve my current “warm season” trespassing problem at the quarry lake which is a major
nuisance and difficult to deal with given the proliferation of the site among young
suburbanites geo-pinning the site on social media.  I’ve worked with the Sheriff’s department
and reserves, the State Police, as well as the NPS law enforcement division, as well as hired
private security all with pretty minimal success deterring the intrusions.  

So, I believe the most effective way to combat this nuisance is to create a viable business on
the site with full time employees there that can manage amongst other things, trespassing. 

As to my questions, I have one main question which is, would the current Comp Plan Update
recommend any change in the uses or intensity of the zoning or loss of the “flexible
development designation” that this and the former quarry to the west of the Customs training
center were given?  I am wholly opposed to any zoning that is less flexible, less dense, or
intensive than the current R-LI-C.  When Standard Land Company, LLC was granted that
zoning, it was needed and granted in part because of the complexity of dealing with mitigating
the former industrial uses on the site and coming up with a plan compatible with the
surrounding national park land and onsite natural resources.

I have a to-do to write a letter to formally comment on the Comp Plan update.  Will this
become part of the official comments or should I send a formal letter?

mailto:noah@arc.land
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:noah@arc.land


Thanks for reaching out and I look forward to working with you as things evolve.

Sincerely,
Standard Land Company, LLC
Noah Mehrkam, Member
202-441-6156

On Feb 20, 2024, at 2:53 PM, CompPlan2045
<complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org> wrote:

﻿
You don't often get email from complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org. Learn why this is important

Good afternoon,
Jefferson County is working on the 2045 Comprehensive Plan Update and
conversation has returned to the future of the Old Standard Quarry. In the
previous Envision Jefferson 2035 Plan, the quarry was highlighted as a
redevelopment area and I wanted to reach out and ask if you had any plans for the
property?
 
I am new to the office but my colleagues have mentioned in the past you have
looked at adding camping opportunities to the site. We have also received several
public comments asking about potentially putting bike or walking trails in the
area. As we prepare the 2045 Plan update it would be great to hear from you
about what you have in mind for the quarry. Also, should you have any questions
we could answer please let us know!
 
 
Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
(304) 728-3228
complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
 

https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: CompPlan2045
To: Jennifer Brockman; Michelle Evers
Subject: FW: Jefferson County Comprehensive Plan: Light Pollution
Date: Friday, March 1, 2024 9:38:23 AM

 
 
Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
(304) 728-3228
complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
 
From: Karen Twigg Sagisi <karensagisi@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 1, 2024 9:14 AM
To: CompPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>; Roberta Meade <rnc40402@aol.com>
Subject: Jefferson County Comprehensive Plan: Light Pollution
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.
Good Morning, Mr. Seigfried,
I am writing on behalf of DarkSky Bolivar-Harpers Ferry, an official chapter of DarkSky
International.  We are a local group dedicated to restoring the nighttime environment and
protecting communities from the harmful effects of light pollution through outreach,
advocacy, and conservation.  One of our biggest concerns for our area is the exponential
growth in population and new home construction and its impact on our nighttime sky.  Light
pollution directly impacts our environment including wildlife, plantlife, and human health.
Additionally, unnecessary light wastes energy, money, and can be counterproductive in efforts
to keep our communities safe in relation to crime.  
 
DarkSky Bolivar-Harpers Ferry is part of a larger, international organization that offers
educational resources, research, and connections to communities all over the globe who have
implemented efforts to combat light pollution.  We stand ready to offer our assistance to the
Jefferson County Planning Commission as you work on a comprehensive plan to ensure a
healthy, safe, and productive community for our neighbors.  
 
DarkSky Bolivar-Harpers Ferry extends our heartfelt gratitude for your continued service to
the citizens of Jefferson County. We look forward to hearing from you soon.   
 
Sincerely,
Karen Twigg Sagisi
Chair and DarkSky Advocate
(619) 694-8873
www.bhfdarksy.org

mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:jbrockman@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:mevers@jeffersoncountywv.org
http://www.bhfdarksy.org/


From: lignumx@aol.com
To: CompPlan2045
Cc: minifauna@yahoo.com
Subject: COMP PLAN UPDATE - LIGHT POLLUTION
Date: Saturday, March 2, 2024 3:17:18 PM
Attachments: JEFFERSON COUNTY-WV-SAMPLE LANGUAGE-CP-Light pollution.docx

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
 This email is intended for Luke Seigfried, County Planner

Dear Mr. Seigfried:

Thank you for taking a few moments with Ms. Di Salvo and myself on last Thursday.

We are pleased that the update to the Jefferson County Comprehensive Plan will be
considering
language for a DarkSky-Light Pollution Initiative.

I am following up with you regarding your request for some assistance to language
that would
be considered to be placed in the Comprehensive Plan 2045.  Specifically addressing
the
DarkSky-Light Pollution livability objective.

I am sending you this information as a Planning Consultant with National Property
Reports, Inc.

My background and education is architecture/interior design/historical
preservation/lighting design/
plans examiner/urban planner.

I am also a DarkSky Advocate with DarkSky International.  

As a DarkSky Advocate, I can advocate for local lighting ordinances, and assist with
getting municipal support for better outdoor lighting.

Understand I am not sending this information to you as a member of the local
DarkSky Chapter.
The local chapter has elected to not become involved in legislation activities due to
donor/sponsorship
restrictions.

mailto:lignumx@aol.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:minifauna@yahoo.com

Creating Livability - 14.  iii. Explore International Dark Sky Association recommended standards to reduce light pollution.





Creating Livability - 14.  iii. Explore International Dark Sky Association DarkSky International and Illuminating Engineering Society (IES) recommended standards to reduce light pollution.



1. Coordinate with DarkSky International (DSI) and local organizations to increase awareness of the impacts of light pollution and potential solutions to reduce light pollution.



2.  Adopt a Light Pollution Ordinance to minimize light pollution as recommended by the

DarkSky International and Illuminating Engineering Society (IES) and their current Model Lighting Ordinance Template (www.darksky.org).



3.  Develop and implement outreach and public education programs to inform property owners and citizens about potential health, wildlife, and environmental impacts of light pollution, and ways to reduce those impacts.



4. Develop and implement outreach and public education programs to inform property owners and citizens about potential energy savings by reducing light pollution.



5. Establish energy efficient criteria and requirements/regulations for all capital projects that are funded with state or county resources, and new developments and new projects county wide.



6. Develop and implement a Street Lighting Master Plan to convert all existing street lighting to reduce light pollution and abide by DSI/IES recommended standards.







Definition of Light Pollution:



Any adverse effect of artificial light including, but not limited to, glare, light trespass, skyglow,

energy waste, compromised safety and security, and impacts on the nocturnal environment.



(reference from current IDS/IES Model Lighting Ordinance – definitions)



You will receive a letter from the local chapter, though, for outreach, awareness and
education opportunities.

Please contact me at the phone number and email listed below if you have any
questions, or need further assistance.

Look forward to working with Jefferson County WV.

Regards,

Roberta N. Meade-Curry, AICP

Planning Consultant - DarkSky Advocate

National Property Reports, Inc.

813-433-4025

lignumx@aol.com



Recommenda�ons for Dark Sky related Ac�on Items 
 
Crea�ng Livability - 14.  iii. Explore Interna�onal Dark Sky Associa�on recommended standards to reduce 
light pollu�on. 
 
 
Crea�ng Livability - 14.  iii. Explore Interna�onal Dark Sky Associa�on DarkSky Interna�onal and 
Illumina�ng Engineering Society (IES) recommended standards to reduce light pollu�on. 
 

1. Coordinate with DarkSky Interna�onal (DSI) and local organiza�ons to increase awareness of the 
impacts of light pollu�on and poten�al solu�ons to reduce light pollu�on. 

 
2.  Adopt a Light Pollu�on Ordinance to minimize light pollu�on as recommended by the 

DarkSky Interna�onal and Illumina�ng Engineering Society (IES) and their current Model Ligh�ng 
Ordinance Template (www.darksky.org). 

 
3.  Develop and implement outreach and public educa�on programs to inform property owners 

and ci�zens about poten�al health, wildlife, and environmental impacts of light pollu�on, and 
ways to reduce those impacts. 
 

4. Develop and implement outreach and public educa�on programs to inform property owners and 
ci�zens about poten�al energy savings by reducing light pollu�on. 
 

5. Establish energy efficient criteria and requirements/regula�ons for all capital projects that are 
funded with state or county resources, and new developments and new projects county wide. 
 

6. Develop and implement a Street Ligh�ng Master Plan to convert all exis�ng street ligh�ng to 
reduce light pollu�on and abide by DSI/IES recommended standards. 

 
 
 
Definition of Light Pollution: 
 
Any adverse effect of ar�ficial light including, but not limited to, glare, light trespass, skyglow, 
energy waste, compromised safety and security, and impacts on the nocturnal environment. 
 
(reference from current IDS/IES Model Lighting Ordinance – definitions) 

http://www.darksky.org/


From: CompPlan2045
To: Michelle Evers
Subject: FW: CompPlan
Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2024 1:10:32 PM

Hi Michelle, Please add the following email string from Jean Zigler as nonactionable
correspondence in the 4/9/24 PC packet.
 
Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
(304) 728-3228
complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
 
From: Jean Zigler <zigboyswv@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2024 5:38 PM
To: CompPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: Re: CompPlan
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.
Luke,
 
Yes, you may include my email and any correspondence I have with you or your office. 
 
In 1982 I left for college and since then I have only lived in WV for part of the year. Jefferson
County is growing in houses but not in heavy 6 figure salaries. During my career, I have seen
so many rural areas suffer at the hands of limited growth. Things like hospitals closing,
housing developments drilling too close and tapping agricultural wells, etc.
 
Sincerely,
Jean Zigler
 
 
 
 
 
On Mon, Mar 18, 2024 at 4:46 PM CompPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
wrote:

Good afternoon,
I am sorry to hear you will be unable to attend but I wanted to thank you for reaching out.
Can I include your email below as correspondence to the Planning Commission?
 

mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:mevers@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
(304) 728-3228
complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
 
From: Jean Zigler <zigboyswv@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2024 3:27 PM
To: CompPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: CompPlan
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.
Dear Luke,
 
I will not be able to attend the meeting, but I have a few thoughts and I understand the
delicate balance that is needed.
 
However, I hope you will share my unusual or some may say outrageous idea with the
Commissioners and the Planning Board Members, even the citizens of Jefferson County.
 
Jefferson County is a growing suburb of Washington DC and Baltimore MD and the
residents moving in need to see beyond their personal desires regarding viewsheds.
 
I have read every code for builders, permit process, etc., but I have not located one process
or regulation that mandates any landowner or Farmer MUST maintain the viewshed for the
new arrivals to Jefferson County or to any resident purchasing a home in a new
development. Nor do I see any verbiage stating the homeowner or HOA is to pay the
adjacent landowner or Farmer per field a $35,000.00 to $40,000.00 plus built in ICP to
maintain the viewshed on an annual basis.
 
This may sound ridiculous, but we all know it costs money to farm or maintain large
amounts of property. Plus, it covers the crop and herd costs.
 
I propose if the CompPlan is not used as a living and changing document on a as needed
basis or stop being used as a suppression of landowners’ rights then the verbiage needs to be
added so the viewshed can be maintained.
 
This will limit the growth, farmers will not have their rights suppressed and there will be no
increase in road traffic, larger schools, larger population, medical needs etc., needed.
 
Jefferson County needs to grow but just building houses is not enough.
 
It sounds unrealistic but the best compromises are when everyone's eyes are open.

mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:zigboyswv@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


 
Thank you for your time
Jean C Zigler-Kotch
 
 



April 2, 2024

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

County Commissioners
124 E. Washington Street
PO Box 250
Charles Town WV 25414

RE: Future Land Use Map, 2045 Comprehensive Plan, Jefferson County WV

Dear Board Members,

The Future Land Use Map for 2045 is missing strategic information that makes it impossible for
residents of Jefferson County to make fully informed decisions. It is imperative for residents to
understand exactly what the Commission has planned for the county. Hiding those plans behind
generic titles is an obvious tactic to blow over residents with meaningless uses. For example,
the 2045 map has ambiguously marked areas of “general commercial,” “neighborhood
commercial,” “mixed use residential/commercial,” and “residential or commercial” (see Figure 1).
This map does not show any solar farms at all, current or planned. This is a glaring oversight
that will hide solar farms and mislead the public.

The 2023 Zoning Map for Jefferson County clearly shows several areas for solar farms (see
Figure 2). I also reference the Major Transmission Lines map provided by the WV Independent
Observer (see Figure 3), which shows solar projects going in where the 2045 has “residential or
commercial” zones. It appears that the 2045 planning map is hiding the solar farms, which are
highly controversial in Jefferson County. More people would comment on this map if they were
aware of the solar farms alone. The entire 2045 Comprehensive Plan should not be voted on
until 2025.

I vehemently disagree with the placement of the “residential or commercial” zone that is going in
behind the development across from Washington High School. My children have gone
trick-or-treating in that development for the past twelve years. No one who lives in that
development wants commercial projects going in. I do not agree with the large “general
commercial” piece off of Summit Point Road just outside of Charles Town proper. We are a
country town, we do not have or want the infrastructure to support mass building on the scale
that is being suggested. Where are the environmental impact studies this kind of urban
development requires? I as a resident do not want this county to be made into an industrial
park. When my husband bought our little farm back in 1999, he did so because this county had
beautiful pastures, farmland, and wild nature. This county is becoming unrecognizable with this
out of control building that does nothing to further the Appalachian culture and integrity of our
community. We have enough gas stations. We don’t want any more solar farms. We don’t want

1



our nature turned into commercial and industrial parks. Listen to your constituents, stop this
horrific citified version of our beautiful Jefferson County.

Sincerely,

Mary H. Gee
2345 Lloyd Rd
Charles Town, WV 25414

Figure 1. Legend for the Future Land Use Map Jefferson County WV 2045
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Figure 2. 2023 Zoning Map Jefferson County, WV and Legend

Figure 3. Major Transmission Lines Jefferson County WV
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From: Gillian Vickers
To: CompPlan2045
Subject: Luke Siegfried : Comments for April 9th meeting
Date: Tuesday, April 2, 2024 10:00:30 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
I would like to ask the commission about what plans are being considered for
increasing public use areas.  The more urban areas of Charles Town,
Sheperdstown and Harpers Ferry need Walking/bike paths to connect
neighborhoods to each other; to connect neighborhoods to local schools; to
connect to shopping areas; to parks; and to connect one pedestrian friendly
area to another. 

West Virginia is known as a place to enjoy the great outdoors and attracts residents who
want to partake in all the outdoor activities that West Virginia has to offer. Adding
comprehensive walking and bicycling paths just complements the message that West
Virginia is the place to be to enjoy the outdoors. Whether you’re climbing a mountain, river
rafting, going to school, or just going to the local bar or grocery store, if you live close to
these destinations you should be able to get there, safely, without getting in your car (at
least 9 months out of the year anyway).

Currently it seems many neighborhoods in Charles Town (where I live) are designed to be
closed units. There is often no way to get from one neighborhood to another without getting
on the busiest streets, many of which don’t even have sidewalks. I’m specifically talking
about walkers and bike riders. Not everyone has a car and making it easier and SAFER to
get from one end of “town” to the other would help immensely those who rely on bikes for
transportation to their jobs as well as those who would like to walk or safely ride their bikes
to run local errands thereby improving their own health and that of the local environment.
Winchester VA did something like this when they built out the Green Circle trail. 

Additionally, a bike / walking path from Charles Town to Harpers Ferry National Historical
Park would be really nice and would expand the tourism area out from Harpers Ferry. The
draft plan shows ‘future residential or commercial’ in a key area for a future path, and there
is a railway line that might accommodate a path alongside for part of it. It doesn’t need to
be a dedicated path (although that would be ideal) it could just be an existing road that is
widened with a protected division marked out for walkers and bicyclists. Lastly, while I’m
asking, why not connect all three main towns with a circular path? Shepherdstown to
Harpers Ferry to Charles Town back to Shepherdstown. People would come from afar to do
that loop. 

For car traffic, I understand no one wants to live on a thru street, but it’s at times like this -
the planning stage - that thought can be given to how people move around and how
connections can be made; for car drivers as well as pedestrian and bike traffic.

I look forward to hearing from the Planning Commission. 

mailto:gpvickers@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


From: CompPlan2045
To: Michelle Evers
Cc: Jennifer Brockman
Subject: FW: Comprehensive plan request
Date: Friday, April 12, 2024 4:34:15 PM

Hi Michelle,
When you get a moment, please include the email below as Actionable correspondence
 
Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
(304) 728-3228
complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
 
From: CompPlan2045 
Sent: Friday, April 12, 2024 4:29 PM
To: 'David L.' <rent01@frontiernet.net>
Cc: Planning Department <PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: RE: Comprehensive plan request
 
Good afternoon,
Thank you for reaching out regarding changes to the Future Land Use map. As we discussed
on Wednesday, I am happy to include your comments in the next Planning Commission
meeting as Correspondence. During the meeting I will also mention the suggestions you have
made both in the email below and as part of our conversation on Wednesday. Development in
the community is very important to long range planning efforts and staff appreciates being
able to discuss opportunities around Shepherdstown.
 
Please note, any future correspondence regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update can be sent
to the CompPlan2045 email address and/or the PlanningDepartment email address without
including staff member specific email addresses.
 
Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
(304) 728-3228
complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org

mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
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From: David L. <rent01@frontiernet.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 8:53 PM
To: CompPlan2045 <compplan2045@jeffersoncountywv.orgPlanning Department
<PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org>;
Subject: Comprehensive plan request
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.
Hello,
 
I hope you are well. Luke, it was a pleasure speaking with you today. I enjoyed our
conversation regarding future land use, and thought your ideas where intelligent and
well thought out.
 
To that point we seemed to agree that schools naturally create a large daily traffic
flow that require a large portion of our population to travel to these educational
facilities several times a day. These trips, whether private or public, (school busses),
create a significant cost to tax payers. Therefore; shortening travel distances and
building population, along with other protentional commercial services around these
hubs of community travel make a great deal of sense. Additionally, creating higher
density from city centers all the way to these hubs creates the best economy of
scales reducing infrastructure costs; therefore creating the best benefit for community
tax payers. Finally, it makes a great deal of sense to upzone, mixed use excluding
industrial, the following areas in my opinion due to new Shepherdstown schools:
 
1.Route 230 ie flowing springs road from Shepherdstown to Gardners       lane
2. All of Gardners lane on both sides of road
3. Route 480 from Shepherdstown to Morgan Grove Park
 
I would request that you consider upzoning much if not entirety of flowing springs
road, as a large portion of the population travels from Shepherdstown, to Jefferson
High School, into Charles Town and back daily. Both route 230 and Flowing Springs
road serve as key gateways to commuter paths and major school systems. 
 
Lastly, I believe Leetown road 2 miles each direction of route 9 intersection is often
overlooked for potentially feasible areas of growth. This area is in close proximity to
highway, has public water and sewer extremely close from both Berkeley county and
American water, along with only natural gas line in county nearby. 
 
Thank you again for your intelligent, and progressive thinking conversation it was a
breath of fresh air. 
 
Respectfully,
David Lutman
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From: Planning Department
To: Michelle Evers
Subject: RE: Thanks and Request
Date: Friday, April 12, 2024 4:35:16 PM

Change in plans, please list this as Actionable correspondence.
 
From: Planning Department 
Sent: Friday, April 12, 2024 9:53 AM
To: 'Michelle Evers (mevers@jeffersoncountywv.org)' <mevers@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: FW: Thanks and Request
 
Good morning Michelle,
Please add the following emails as Non-actionable correspondence for the May meeting
 
From: Kay Schultz <kay.nixschultz@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2024 3:36 PM
To: Planning Department <PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Cc: Charlotte Baker-Shenk <bakershenk@aol.com>; Mike Shepp <mikeshepp193@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Thanks and Request
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.
Luke,
 
Thanks for letting me know how to access the Action items and your timetable for them.
 
Yes, please do share our email with the Planning Commissioners.  We are hopeful that the
County will consider adding this flexible planning alternative to its set of ordinances.
 
Thanks, Kay
 
On Wed, Apr 10, 2024 at 4:39 PM Planning Department
<PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org> wrote:

Good afternoon,
We appreciate you taking the time to speak with Planning Commission and staff both last
night and in prior conversations. The presentation was excellent and I hope our Planning
Commissioners were able to take a lot away from it.
 
Regarding the Action Items that will be presented to the public at the May 13th meeting, we
do not have a final draft ready yet but when they are prepared they will be posted in full on
our website that can be accessed here. If you would like to see the preliminary draft that was
presented last night, it can be found in the 4-9-24 Planning Commission Work Session
Packet.
 
For your request, could we include your email as correspondence in the next Planning
Commission packet so the Commissioners can see your suggestions about including a PUD
in the Comprehensive Plan Update?
 

mailto:PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org
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Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
 
 
From: Kay Schultz <kay.nixschultz@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 2:42 PM
To: Planning Department <PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org>; Mike Shepp
<mikeshepp193@gmail.com>
Cc: Charlotte Baker-Shenk <bakershenk@aol.com>
Subject: Thanks and Request
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.
Hello Luke, Jennifer and Alexandra on staff and Mike Shepp and other members
of the Planning Commission,
 
Thanks for the opportunity to share our experience developing Sage Place and
Shepherd Village under Shepherdstown's PUD ordinance at your meeting last
night.  We appreciate your interest.
 
Reflecting on the evening, we want to add a request:  
 
In the revision of the Jefferson County comprehensive plan, please include the
intention to adopt (or the adoption of) a PUD ordinance in order to 

·  offer flexibility in project layout and design that can promote better
landscape care and protection of existing topography, streams, forests
and other valuable features.  
·  encourage designs that respect the architectural character of an area,
·  encourage designs that promote Community connections among
residents
·  encourage designs that enable walkability to necessary services and
community resources
·  apply principles of "smart growth" including low impact development,
etc.
·  enhance the appearance of neighborhoods by conserving areas of
special natural beauty, steep slopes, ecological importance and natural
green spaces where appropriate

We are also interested in the Action Steps that you said would be discussed on
May 13th.  May we get a copy of those steps before the meeting?

mailto:kay.nixschultz@gmail.com
mailto:PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org
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mailto:bakershenk@aol.com


 
Thanks again for the opportunity to share.
 
Charlotte Baker-Shenk and Kay Schultz
 
Shepherd Village
 

https://www.shepherdvillage.net/


Item #4 – Actionable Correspondence RE: Comprehensive Plan Update 

 

Correspondence received after May 7, 2024 (continued from June 11, 2024 meeting) 

9) Potomac Valley Audubon Society 

(PVAS), 2024-05-13 

10) Lizette Temple, 2024-05-13 

11) Lori Simmons, 2024-05-13 

12) Mark Muse, 2024-05-13 

13) Philip Post, 2024-05-13 

14) Rebecca Phipps, 2024-05-13 

15) Susan Ford, 2024-05-13 

16) Suzanne Patrick, 2024-05-13 

17) Tracy Riordan, 2024-05-13 

18) Jena Meredith, 2024-05-16 

19) Marcy Bartlett, 2024-05-16 

20) Martha Sullivan, 2024-05-16 

21) Ralph Scorza, 2024-05-16 

22) Cindy Powers, 2024-05-23 

23) David Lutman, 2024-05-16 

24) Jeff Hornbeck, 2024-05-16 

25) Jim Surkamp, 2024-05-16 

26) Michael Chalmers, 2024-05-16 

27) Rose Marie, 2024-05-16 

28) Petition from Russo-Shepherdstown, 

2024-05-16 

29) Doug Rockwell, 2024-05-17 

30) James Cain, 2024-05-17 

31) D.W. Gregory, 2024-05-18 

32) David Duh, 2024-05-18 

33) Judy York, 2024-05-18 

34) Cynthia Feeser, 2024-05-19 

35) Elizabeth McGowen, 2024-05-19 

36) Lois Butcher, 2024-05-19 

37) Bill Rule, 2024-05-20 

38) Evelyn Getty, 2024-05-20 

39) Jane Tabb, 2024-05-20 

40) Mary Beth Kilmer, 2024-05-20 

41) Nancy Craun, 2024-05-20 

42) Paul Kradel, 2024-05-20 

43) Randall Tremba, 2024-05-20 

44) Carrie Singer, 2024-05-22 

45) Bobbi Blok, 2024-05-24 

46) Bob Aitcheson, 2024-05-26 

47) Charlotte Fremaux, 2024-05-26 

48) Deborah Rochefort, 2024-05-27 

49) Philip Baker-Shenk, 2024-05-27 

50) Billy McLaughlin, 2024-05-28 

51) Charlotte Fremaux, 2024-05-28 

52) Sharon & Michael Helman, 2024-05-28 

53) Teresa Purcell-Diehl, 2024-05-29 

54) Jacquelyn Milliron, 2024-05-31 

 





 

Potomac Valley Audubon Society is people dedicated to preserving, restoring and enjoying the natural world through education and action.  
Join or donate today!  Learn more at www.PotomacAudubon.org. 

EIN#: 55-0626891 
 

 

              Potomac Valley Audubon Society 
                                 

          www.PotomacAudubon.org | P.O. Box 578, Shepherdstown, WV 25443 | 681-252-1387     

   

 
 
 
 

 
 
13 May 2024 
 
Luke Seigfried, County Planner 
116 East Washington Street, Suite 200 
Charles Town, WV 25414 
 
Dear Mr. Seigfried, 
 
On behalf of the Potomac Valley Audubon Society (PVAS), we appreciate the opportunity to provide 
the following comments for the Jefferson County Comprehensive Plan 2045 (Plan) update. PVAS serves 
Jefferson County and the region with a mission to preserve, restore, and enjoy the natural world through 
education and action. Our membership includes over 300 people, many of whom have engaged in the 
Plan update process. 
 
We support conservation of natural areas for people and wildlife, and we appreciate the importance of 
county planning and zoning for this purpose. The PVAS maintains a network of nature preserves in the 
region including Cool Spring Nature Preserve in Jefferson County, and we can attest to the many public 
benefits such areas offer. However, we also recognize that conservation planning requires a landscape 
perspective, and that isolated nature preserves by themselves are unlikely to serve the needs of Jefferson 
County residents as we continue to grow. 
 
We therefore support the emphasis on parks and open space conservation that has been a repeated theme 
in many public comments for the 2045 update in prior meetings. We also share the concern raised by 
public comment in prior meetings regarding the rapid loss of open space and farmland to industrial and 
residential development in Jefferson County. We therefore offer the following specific 
recommendations: 
 
 

1. Incorporate Conservation Districts for land use planning in Jefferson County. We are fortunate 
that the West Virginia Conservation Agency supports agricultural enhancement and conservation 
in the Eastern Panhandle Conservation District, but we believe that the County should formally 
incorporate such conservation planning in the 2045 update. We are concerned that many areas 
zoned for Rural/Agriculture in the Envision 2035 plan have since been rezoned for development 
by the Board of Zoning Appeals, and we believe that formalizing a Conservation District zoning 
designation could avoid such ad-hoc planning while providing economic incentives for 
conservation moving forward. Additional resources are available from the West Virginia 
Association of Conservation Districts: https://www.wvacd.org. 

2. Incorporate water conservation in land use planning. Although public water supply management 
is the purview of City and County administrators outside the Office of Planning and Zoning, the 
land use decisions stemming from the 2045 update nonetheless will affect public water security 
and supply. For instance, drought conditions last summer forced municipal water managers in 

http://www.potomacaudubon.org/
https://www.wvacd.org/


 
 
 
 

Potomac Valley Audubon Society is people dedicated to preserving, restoring and enjoying the natural world through education and action.  
Join or donate today!  Learn more at www.PotomacAudubon.org. 

EIN#: 55-0626891 
 

the county to resort to secondary water supply options, and increasing demands for water from 
industrial and residential development may exacerbate the problem. To our knowledge, the most 
recent assessment of groundwater availability in the county was conducted in 2012 (ASI report), 
and development pressures have greatly increased since that time. We recommend updating that 
analysis to account for current and anticipated development pressures on water resources in the 
county. Such an update could be facilitated by the Jefferson County Water Advisory Board. We 
also note that historic preservation and water resource conservation often is mutually beneficial 
in this region because the original farms typically were located near streams and springs. 

3. Quantify economic benefits of conservation in the 2024 update. Parks and natural areas are 
highly valued by Jefferson County residents, as highlighted by many public comments towards 
this end in the 2045 update process to-date. Moreover, additional development pressures will 
only increase the importance of conservation planning moving forward. We therefore 
recommend that economic benefits of natural areas and conservation be incorporated in the 2045 
update. 

 
Thank you for your consideration of our comments. Please feel free to contact us for additional 
information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

Kristin Alexander 
Executive Director 
 

 

Michael Sullivan 
President, Board of Directors 
 
 

Nathaniel Hitt, PhD 
Member, Board of Directors 
 



From: Lizette L. Temple
To: Planning Department
Cc: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: Hi
Date: Monday, May 13, 2024 11:00:55 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Yea please 

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Planning Department <PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2024 10:48:01 AM
To: Lizette L. Temple <lizettelobner@hotmail.com>
Cc: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: RE: Hi
 
Good morning,
We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would you like
your comments below to be included in the next available Planning Commission packet as
correspondence?
 
The Final Public Input meeting is being hosted this evening from 7-9 p.m. at Jefferson HS to
gather public comments on the Future Land Use Map(including the proposed Preferred
Growth Area expansion) as it is currently in a draft status. This meeting is prior to the Public
Hearings and Adoption of the Comprehensive Plan Update so the Planning Commission is
encouraging residents to provide comments at this meeting so changes can be made.
Additional information can be found on our website.
 
Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
(304) 728-3228
complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
 
 
 
From: Lizette L. Temple <lizettelobner@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, May 12, 2024 11:57 PM
To: Planning Department <PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: Hi
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution

mailto:lizettelobner@hotmail.com
mailto:PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
https://aka.ms/o0ukef
https://www.jeffersoncountywv.org/county-government/departments/engineering-planning-and-zoning/2024-comprehensive-plan-update


when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.
A mere 36 hours ago, the Jefferson County Planning Commission posted a NEW
proposed County Future Land Use map that adds a “Preferred Growth Area”
(PGA) designation to a new large block of land surrounding the new
elementary/middle school site south of Shepherdstown on Rte 230. 
Why do this like this. And be sneaky?
We do not want this huge commercial and housing developments. Go to
another town. Please don't ruin our beautiful rural town. It's depressing to see
that money is all that is wanted. More growth means more traffic, crime, bad
pollution and drugs. Please don't allow this plan to be passed!!
 
Get Outlook for iOS

https://aka.ms/o0ukef


From: Lizette L. Temple
To: Planning Department
Subject: please stop this! NEW proposed County Future Land Use map
Date: Monday, May 13, 2024 10:27:43 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Please I beg you do not accept a NEW proposed County Future Land Use map that adds
a “Preferred Growth Area” (PGA) designation to a new large block of land
surrounding the new elementary/middle school site south of Shepherdstown on Rte
230. It will destroy our small community and devastate our environment and
farmlands, why are you even entertaining this ridiculous plan? Say no!! The lands
around the new school site were designated Rural/Agriculture. Keep in that way, do
not be sneaky!!
It would clutter and clog yet another road corridor into historic Shepherdstown. We
love the quietness and do not want this, do not take this plan just for money, think
about our beautiful community, please!!
There is no infrastructure in that area (e.g., no utility water/sewer), but the school
plus this surrounding PGA designation would help justify infrastructure expansion
that leads to intense development there over the next 20 years.  We must nip this
proposed PGA in the bud. No, we did not even want the schools there and now you
are pushing this even further! No!!
I am expressing my opposition, in note comments, and many friends and neighbors
feel the same way, we say no to this plan!! This is a last-minute addition of a
Preferred Growth Area in the middle of agriculture fields leading into historic
Shepherdstown.  That is not fair and not agreed upon by thousands of people living
in this area!
L Temple

mailto:lizettelobner@hotmail.com
mailto:PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org




From: Lori Simmons
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: PGA south of Shepherdstown
Date: Monday, May 13, 2024 11:38:47 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

Yes, you may include my comments.

Lori

> On May 13, 2024, at 11:10 AM, ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org> wrote:

>

> ﻿Good morning,

> We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would you like your comments below
to be included in the next available Planning Commission packet as correspondence?

>

> The Final Public Input meeting is being hosted this evening from 7-9 p.m. at Jefferson HS to gather public
comments on the Future Land Use Map(including the proposed Preferred Growth Area expansion) as it is currently
in a draft status. This meeting is prior to the Public Hearings and Adoption of the Comprehensive Plan Update so the
Planning Commission is encouraging residents to provide comments at this meeting so changes can be made.
Additional information can be found on our website. (https://www.jeffersoncountywv.org/county-
government/departments/engineering-planning-and-zoning/2024-comprehensive-plan-update).

>

>

> Best,

> Luke

>

>

>

> Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)

> County Planner

> Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning

mailto:mapmaker3@comcast.net
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
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> Jefferson County, WV

> (304) 728-3228

> complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org

>

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Lori Simmons <mapmaker3@comcast.net>

> Sent: Monday, May 13, 2024 10:32 AM

> To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>

> Subject: PGA south of Shepherdstown

>

> CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or
on clicking links from unknown senders.

>

>

> I just found out that a Preferred Growth Area (PGA) south of Shepherdstown, surrounding the new
elementary/middle school, was submitted at the 11th hour before the Final Public Input. Not only is this change
unfair, but it is Ill-advised and needs adequate notice for study. To sneak this in is NOT democratic. Please table this
for more public input.

>

>

>

> Lori Simmons

>

> 242 Omni Way

>

> Shenandoah Junction, WV 25442

>



From: Mark Muse
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: South Shepherdstown PGA
Date: Monday, May 13, 2024 10:59:40 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Yes, please do include my comments in the Planning Commission packet as correspondence.

Thank you,
Mark Muse

On May 13, 2024, at 10:48 AM, ComPlan2045
<complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org> wrote:

Good morning,
We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would
you like your comments below to be included in the next available Planning
Commission packet as correspondence?
 
The Final Public Input meeting is being hosted this evening from 7-9 p.m. at
Jefferson HS to gather public comments on the Future Land Use Map(including
the proposed Preferred Growth Area expansion) as it is currently in a draft status.
This meeting is prior to the Public Hearings and Adoption of the Comprehensive
Plan Update so the Planning Commission is encouraging residents to provide
comments at this meeting so changes can be made. Additional information can be
found on our website.
 
 
Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
(304) 728-3228
complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
 
From: Mark Muse <1xmmuse@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2024 6:41 AM
To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: South Shepherdstown PGA
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise
caution when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown

mailto:1xmmuse@gmail.com
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senders.
This last minute change in the plan to create the South Shepherdstown Preferred
Growth Area is sneaky and absolutely outrageous! DO NOT CREATE THE
SOUTH SHEPHERDSTOWN PGA! You are ruining the county bit by bit. You
are going to have a lot of extremely angry people on your hands if this happens.

As sincerely as anyone ever gets,
Mark Muse



From: Philip Post
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: Proposed expansion
Date: Monday, May 13, 2024 10:55:14 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Please include my comments in your correspondence. Thank you. Philip S Post at 301 462
9175.

On Mon, May 13, 2024 at 10:48 AM ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
wrote:

Good morning,

We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would you like
your comments below to be included in the next available Planning Commission packet as
correspondence?

 

The Final Public Input meeting is being hosted this evening from 7-9 p.m. at Jefferson HS to
gather public comments on the Future Land Use Map(including the proposed Preferred
Growth Area expansion) as it is currently in a draft status. This meeting is prior to the Public
Hearings and Adoption of the Comprehensive Plan Update so the Planning Commission is
encouraging residents to provide comments at this meeting so changes can be made.
Additional information can be found on our website.

 

 

Best,

Luke

 

 

 

Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)

County Planner

Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning

Jefferson County, WV

(304) 728-3228

mailto:pspost4@gmail.com
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complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org

 

From: Philip Post <pspost4@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, May 12, 2024 1:09 PM
To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: Re: Proposed expansion

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.

 

 

On Sun, May 12, 2024 at 1:00 PM Philip Post <pspost4@gmail.com> wrote:

I see this plan as one conceived in most inappropriate haste. It seems to threaten the
quality of life in Jefferson County. It appears to me to be the effort of a venal, selfish,
cabal; a cabal selfishly intent on destroying the quality of life in Jefferson County: farms,
natural habitats, diminishing the quality of water. 

Philip S Post 

mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
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From: rebecca phipps
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Fwd: NO to southside of Shepherdstown development
Date: Monday, May 13, 2024 12:15:13 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Here you go 

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: rebecca phipps <beckyphipps502@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, May 12, 2024 at 5:26 PM
Subject: NO to southside of Shepherdstown development
To: <ComPlan2024@jeffersoncountywv.org>

Greetings county planners of Jefferson County and did you think that no one would notice
your 11th hour change to the comprehensive plan? You are probably not old enough to recall
Watergate…so, “Saturday night massacre” probably means nothing to you. Same thing, look it
up.
So, just to be clear, you should count this email as a NO for your plan to surround the new
schools just outside of Shepherdstown with development.
As I have said before, don’t Fairfax Jefferson. Have you been there lately? You wouldn’t like
it. Your group has the power to change the trend where the county rolls over and lets the
developers have everything they want. If you meet with success, you could tell other counties
how to do it.
Again, a great big NO.
Rebecca Phipps 
Shepherdstown 

mailto:beckyphipps502@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
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From: Susan Ford
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: New Development Plans
Date: Monday, May 13, 2024 11:24:05 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

Yes, Luke.  That’s fine with me.  Thanks!

Sent from my iPad

> On May 13, 2024, at 11:13 AM, ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org> wrote:

>

> ﻿Good morning,

> We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would you like your comments below
to be included in the next available Planning Commission packet as correspondence?

>

> The Final Public Input meeting is being hosted this evening from 7-9 p.m. at Jefferson HS to gather public
comments on the Future Land Use Map(including the proposed Preferred Growth Area expansion) as it is currently
in a draft status. This meeting is prior to the Public Hearings and Adoption of the Comprehensive Plan Update so the
Planning Commission is encouraging residents to provide comments at this meeting so changes can be made.
Additional information can be found on our website. (https://www.jeffersoncountywv.org/county-
government/departments/engineering-planning-and-zoning/2024-comprehensive-plan-update)

>

>

>

> Best,

> Luke

>

>

>

> Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)

> County Planner

mailto:susan.rae.ford@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
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> Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning

> Jefferson County, WV

> (304) 728-3228

> complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org

>

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Susan Ford <susan.rae.ford@gmail.com>

> Sent: Monday, May 13, 2024 11:01 AM

> To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>

> Subject: New Development Plans

>

> CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or
on clicking links from unknown senders.

>

>

> Is the Commission so desperate for tax revenue or is there glad handing going on behind the scenes that you are
willing to compromise our water, electrical and road systems to untenable limits?  And to what other purpose are
you eliminating argriculture land and green spaces to make our beautiful county ugly????

>

>

>

> Please rethink this second plan.

>

>

>

> Susan Ford

>

> 32 Oriole Ct.

>



> Shepherdstown, WV 25443

>

>

>

> Sent from my iPad

>





From: biltmore19
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: RE: Addition of PGA to Comprehensive Plan
Date: Monday, May 13, 2024 1:08:52 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Yes please include my comments in the Planning Commission packet as correspondence.
Suzanne Patrick

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

-------- Original message --------
From: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Date: 5/13/24 11:12 AM (GMT-05:00)
To: biltmore19 <biltmore19@comcast.net>
Subject: RE: Addition of PGA to Comprehensive Plan

Good morning,

We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would you like
your comments below to be included in the next available Planning Commission packet as
correspondence?

 

The Final Public Input meeting is being hosted this evening from 7-9 p.m. at Jefferson HS to
gather public comments on the Future Land Use Map(including the proposed Preferred
Growth Area expansion) as it is currently in a draft status. This meeting is prior to the Public
Hearings and Adoption of the Comprehensive Plan Update so the Planning Commission is
encouraging residents to provide comments at this meeting so changes can be made.
Additional information can be found on our website.

 

 

Best,

Luke

 

 

 

Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)

mailto:biltmore19@comcast.net
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
https://www.jeffersoncountywv.org/county-government/departments/engineering-planning-and-zoning/2024-comprehensive-plan-update


County Planner

Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning

Jefferson County, WV

(304) 728-3228

complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org

 

From: biltmore19 <biltmore19@comcast.net> 
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2024 10:46 AM
To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: FW: Addition of PGA to Comprehensive Plan

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.

 

To consider rezoning the area around the planned elementary school from rural/agriculture to
residential/commercial is another example of the short sighted and greed/ power driven actions
of our commissioners.  While citizens of Jefferson County are working toward a healthy
environment for future generations by removing invasive plants and replanting with native
plants, by volunteering and cleaning and removing trash and invasives in our Town Run and
other streams, by turning lawns into meadow lands or trees areas, short sighted and greed
driven legislatures are turning over our precious land to those who only look at their bank
account or position of power.  Step back and think what your children and grandchildren will
inherit , a land that has been raped by thoughtless developers or a land full of the health and
beauty nurtured by caring inhabitants.

Look at the short sightedness of the planners of the elementary school not considering water or
sewage.  Now the water supply is well and will likely run dry with the existing subterranean
water.  Better option was to have water and sewage lines run out to the school but oh no,  too
expensive.  The expense now will be on future generations trying to correct missteps of the
past.

Take time, reflect and make wise and deliberate choices that will benefit future generation. 
Deny the proposed PGA motion which has been thrown in at the last moment.

Suzanne Patrick

Shepherdstown/Jefferson County Resident

 

 



From: biltmore19@comcast.net
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Fwd: PGA Expansion
Date: Monday, May 13, 2024 7:37:53 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Please include following in the Planning Commission packet as correspondence.
Rezoning the designated areas in the PGA will bring in developers who don't live here
and don't care about the long term impact of their development.  Coming from outside
work is more likely to be shoddy and the developers won't be around to see the
consequences of poor planning or quick work.  Commercial enterprises from outside
will not be concerned about what their parking lots do to our water, what increased
traffic to their businesses do to our too small roads, and a myriad of other concerns
that would be considered if the business owners lived here.  All this does not mention
the disappearance of the beautiful natural landscape when too much growth takes
place.
Look what Rockwool has done to previous orchard area.  They have not kept to the
original agreement of limiting the polluted water and they are pushing for a lessening
of the strictures they agreed to and have broken.  And they don"t pay taxes yet beat
up our roads with their great trucks.
We need to preserve our agriculture and natural landscape.
DO NOT APPROVE THE PGA EXPANSION.
Suzanne Patrick
Shepherdstown/ Jefferson County resident.
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone

mailto:biltmore19@comcast.net
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org




From: Tracy Riordan
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: Against changing preferred growth area
Date: Monday, May 13, 2024 11:16:24 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

Luke,

Yes, please include it as correspondence.

Thank you.

Tracy Riordan

Sent from my iPhone

> On May 13, 2024, at 11:08 AM, ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org> wrote:

>

> ﻿Good morning,

> We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would you like your comments below
to be included in the next available Planning Commission packet as correspondence?

>

> The Final Public Input meeting is being hosted this evening from 7-9 p.m. at Jefferson HS to gather public
comments on the Future Land Use Map(including the proposed Preferred Growth Area expansion) as it is currently
in a draft status. This meeting is prior to the Public Hearings and Adoption of the Comprehensive Plan Update so the
Planning Commission is encouraging residents to provide comments at this meeting so changes can be made.
Additional information can be found on our website.

>

> Best,

> Luke

>

>

>

mailto:tdmriordan@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


> Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)

> County Planner

> Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning

> Jefferson County, WV

> (304) 728-3228

> complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org

>

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Tracy Riordan <tdmriordan@gmail.com>

> Sent: Sunday, May 12, 2024 10:04 PM

> To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>

> Subject: Against changing preferred growth area

>

> CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or
on clicking links from unknown senders.

>

>

> Here I am on Mother’s Day, a day we talk about appreciating the special person who has provided for us, writing
to ask that you stop making rash and harmful decisions to the special place that provides for us.

>

>

>

> My decision to move here, over twenty years ago, was based on being a Mother. Having clean air and water, a
place to garden for food, and a safe community made Shepherdstown a good place to have a family. Changing the
Preferred Growth Area (PGA) designation for the area south of Shepherdstown from Rural/Agricultural to
Residential/Commercial in the County Comprehensive Plan is destructive to much that the area provided to my
family and so many others.

>

>

>



> While I understand that some communities grow, I do not understand the lack of concern about infrastructure and
quality of life that goes into making the decisions of how to allow growth. We need to cherish the good in the area,
what makes the town a healthy and happy place to be - the farming community, the access to a small college town
and the strong community that comes with it, the recreational access of the natural areas. All of these are threatened
with this shortsighted suggestion. The acceptance and pattern of sprawl, as this clearly is a suggestion for, is well
documented to increase pollution, strain natural resources, and increase traffic. It also hurts the local economy in
increased social isolation, higher costs of living, and increased infrastructure costs. This pattern of turning our
farmland into tract housing, our quiet roads into crowded thoroughfares, and our town into a place for others only, is
a short term vision. Shepherdstown deserves better, more current and creative solutions - solutions that have made
the area worth living in the first place.

>

>

>

> Now is the time to be unwavering in our dedication to protect all aspect of our lives, and the lives of those in this
community. Therefore, I am against changing the Preferred Growth Area (PGA) designation for the area south of
Shepherdstown from Rural/Agricultural to Residential/Commercial in the County Comprehensive Plan.

>

>

>

> Thank you.

>

> Tracy Riordan

>

>

>

> 105 Chandler Drive

>

> Shepherdstown

>

>

>

> tdmriordan@gmail.com

>

> 301-331-6217





From: Jena Meredith
To: ComPlan2045
Cc: bryan.d.meredith@gmail.com
Subject: Re: Proposal to Rezone
Date: Friday, May 17, 2024 7:19:17 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Hello Luke,

Thank you for your response and clarification.

You may certainly use my comments.  We all want the best for Jefferson County!

Jena Meredith

Get Outlook for iOS

From: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2024 11:17:04 AM
To: Jena Meredith <jenameredith@hotmail.com>
Cc: bryan.d.meredith@gmail.com <bryan.d.meredith@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Proposal to Rezone
 
Good morning,
We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would you like
your comments below to be included in the next available Planning Commission packet as
correspondence?
I did want to note, the Comprehensive Plan Update and the Future Land Use map do not
change the Zoning of any property. All Zonings in the County are owner initiated. What the
Future Land Use map does is indicate locations where growth could be appropriate based on
infrastructure and the existing status of the properties. With this in mind, can I provide your
comments below to the Planning Commission for their review?
 
Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
(304) 728-3228
complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
 
From: Jena Meredith <jenameredith@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2024 1:53 PM
To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Cc: bryan.d.meredith@gmail.com

mailto:jenameredith@hotmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:bryan.d.meredith@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/o0ukef


Subject: Proposal to Rezone
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.
I would like to ask the committee to vote against the new proposal from the Jefferson County
planning committee to rezone from agriculture/rural  to residential/commercial use.
 
Where does this stop?
 
*The roads cannot support such growth.
*The other infrastructure cannot support this growth and development.
*We must not fill the 2 new schools to capacity as soon as they are built.
*Daycare is a huge problem already in the county.
*Shepherdstown only has one grocery store AND it is a very small one!
*The trash on the roads now is totally unacceptable!
*We must preserve the farmland of this county! 
*There is no reason we need to do this. There are many new cheaply built homes being built in
the county currently.
 
Why was this a last minute addition to tonight's meeting? Obviously a very sneaky attempt to
get this passed. Everyone knows that.
 
We cannot allow greedy developers to change this community at such a high cost to the land
and the people who live here.
 
Jena Meredith
Shepherdstown 
 
 
 
Get Outlook for iOS

https://aka.ms/o0ukef


From: Marcy Bartlett
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: Opposition to the proposed Shepherdstown South PGA
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2024 11:28:28 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Yes, do include. Thank you.

On Thu, May 16, 2024 at 10:23 AM ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
wrote:

Good morning,

We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would you like
your comments below to be included in the next available Planning Commission packet as
correspondence?

 

Best,

Luke

 

 

 

Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)

County Planner

Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning

Jefferson County, WV

(304) 728-3228

complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org

 

From: Marcy Bartlett <marcelebartlett@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2024 8:20 PM
To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: Opposition to the proposed Shepherdstown South PGA

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution

mailto:marcelebartlett@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:marcelebartlett@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.

I strongly oppose adding a new “Preferred Growth Area,” PGA, to a large block of land
surrounding the new elementary/ middle school site south of Shepherdstown on Route 230. I
am also opposed to changing this land designation from rural/ agricultural to residential/
commercial use.

This proposed PGA poses a threat to agriculture, conservation, and green space preservation
efforts due south of Shepherdstown. It would clutter and clog another gateway road leading
to historic Shepherdstown. There is not public water and sewer available in this area.

This change to the Future Land Use Map available less than a week prior to the Final Input
Session for the Jefferson County 2045 Comprehensive Plan is concerning and not
transparent. Is this the standard procedure Shepherdstown residents of Jefferson County can
expect of their county government?

Marcy Bartlett



From: Martha Sullivan
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: Newly proposed “Preferred Growth Area” (PGA)
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2024 10:33:43 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Yes, please do. 

On Thu, May 16, 2024 at 3:24 PM ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
wrote:

Good morning,

We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would you like
your comments below to be included in the next available Planning Commission packet as
correspondence?

Best,

Luke

 

 

 

Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)

County Planner

Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning

Jefferson County, WV

(304) 728-3228

complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org

 

From: Martha Sullivan <sullivanmartha1@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2024 3:29 PM
To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: Newly proposed “Preferred Growth Area” (PGA)

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.

mailto:sullivanmartha1@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:sullivanmartha1@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


Dear Commissioners, 

 

As a Jefferson County homeowner, I am writing to object to the newly proposed “Preferred
Growth Area” (PGA) designation to the new large block of land surrounding the new
elementary/middle school site south of Shepherdstown on Rte 230. This new PGA poses a
huge threat to agriculture, conservation, and green space preservation efforts south of
Shepherdstown.  It would clutter and clog yet another road corridor into historic
Shepherdstown and diminish the quality of our lives and the environment. 

 

Sincerely,

 

Martha Sullivan



From: Ralph
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: Jefferson County Planning Commission New PGA comments
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2024 8:32:31 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Yes, 
Thank you

On May 16, 2024, at 10:24 AM, ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
wrote:

Good morning,
We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would you like
your comments below to be included in the next available Planning Commission packet as
correspondence? 
 
Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
(304) 728-3228
complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
 
From: Ralph <ralphscorza@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2024 6:19 PM
To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: Jefferson County Planning Commission New PGA comments
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.
The surprising new PGA outside of Shepherdstown is something that should not be considered by the
planning commission.  The community and Shepherdstown officials have had no time to consider this major
alteration of the zoning around Shepherdstown.  The road past the proposed PGA properties could not
handle the increased traffic that this rezoning would produce.  Traffic related to commercial establishments
and potentially high density housing would be a major issue.  This would create a real danger to school
activities including school bus traffic and traffic related to children being dropped off and picked up by
parents.  Erosion of farm land is also an issue.  I don’t see any justification for changing the land use
designation.  It is unnecessary and is a clear danger to school activities and traffic in general on that rural
roadway.  From where did the suggestion for this new PGA arise?  This should be made clear to Jefferson
County citizens and the citizens of Shepherdstown in particular.  Why was it added to the planning
document just hours before the planning commission meeting?  This new PGA is unnecessary, unwanted,
and should be withdrawn from the planning document.
 

mailto:ralphscorza@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:ralphscorza@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


Ralph Scorza



From: Cindy Powers
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: New Shepherdstown PGA Designation
Date: Thursday, May 23, 2024 6:14:03 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Sure! I'm sorry for delay on responding to this. 

Cindy

On Thu, May 16, 2024, 10:24 AM ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
wrote:

Good morning,

We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would you like
your comments below to be included in the next available Planning Commission packet as
correspondence?

Best,

Luke

 

 

 

Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)

County Planner

Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning

Jefferson County, WV

(304) 728-3228

complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org

 

From: Cindy Powers <cindy.powers@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2024 2:56 PM
To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: New Shepherdstown PGA Designation

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution

mailto:cindy.powers@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:cindy.powers@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.

To the Jefferson County Planning Commission,

 

As a resident of Shepherdstown, I am deeply concerned about the new PGA  around the
future elementary school that has just been added to the comprehensive plan map. I am
concerned that we are not being given the time to truly evaluate the impact of developing
this area - especially considering the lack of long-term planning currently going into the
developments being built around Shepherdstown. 

 

This new PGA poses a huge threat to agriculture, conservation, and green space preservation
efforts south of Shepherdstown.  Not to mention, it would clutter and clog yet another road
corridor into historic Shepherdstown. 

 

Therefore, I strongly support removing this new PGA to the comprehensive plan map. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Cindy Powers

Sage Place, Shepherdstown



From: ComPlan2045
To: "David L."
Subject: RE: Comp Plan Comments
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2024 4:30:00 PM

 



























mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:rent01@frontiernet.net


From: Jeff Hornbeck
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: Jefferson County 2045 Comprehensive Plan
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2024 4:18:22 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Yes please

On May 16, 2024, at 11:50 AM, ComPlan2045
<complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org> wrote:

Good morning,
We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would
you like your comments below to be included in the next available Planning
Commission packet as correspondence? 
 
Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
(304) 728-3228
complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
 
From: Jeff Hornbeck <jhornbeck81@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 2:21 PM
To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: Jefferson County 2045 Comprehensive Plan
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise
caution when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown
senders.

Statement of J. F. Hornbeck to the Jefferson County Planning Commission
on the Final Input Session of the Proposed Last-Minute Revision to the

Jefferson County 2045 Comprehensive Plan

May 13, 2024

My name is John F. (Jeff) Hornbeck. As as a 32-year resident of Jefferson
County, I am writing against adopting a proposal to the County 2045
Comprehensive Plan that would change the Preferred Growth Area (PGA)
designation for the area south of Shepherdstown (around the new schools that are
under construction) from Rural/Agricultural to Residential/Commercial. I have
three major concerns:

mailto:jhornbeck81@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:jhornbeck81@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


 

1) First, the last minute posting of the newly proposed Planning Map (announced
only 36 hours in advance of the meeting) belies a process that appears to have
been in the works for some time now. Such a move is fundamentally deceptive
and an affront to the people of Shepherdstown and Jefferson County. The
rationale for this change could not be adequately explained at the meeting, further
suggesting that it is a process that privileges outside development interests over
county residents. In the past, such a tactic has brought us the likes Rockwool and,
30 years ago, the Casino in Charles Town, the details of which I will gladly
recount for you as a member of the Charles Town City Council back in the mid-
90s.

 

2) Second, many at the meeting pointed to the glaring density, congestion and
infrastructure problems inherent in such a plan. I would add that given the
frequently stated development priority of the Planning Commission, the proposed
change is, in fact, actually bad economic development policy for Jefferson
County. Jefferson County is unique in the state of WV. It has the highest per
capita and median family incomes of any county in the state, and yet maintains its
rural, small town, quiet, small business/residential oriented communities. We do
not need high density corridors to improve the economic potential of Jefferson
County because it is well situated as part of a bigger regional economy that allows
it to thrive while also maintaining its high quality of living.

 

3) Third, the winners in the proposed changes to the Plan are likely to be interests
outside Jefferson County, while the costs, social and economic, of this proposed
last-minute change will be borne by the citizens of Jefferson County. This is a
lose-lose proposition and should be abandoned.



From: Jim Surkamp
To: Planning Department
Subject: Re: fromJim Surkamp BIG correctable problem
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2024 3:04:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Send to County Commission attn Jane Tabb AND the two other seated
Commissioners and Planning Commission as correspondence and send me a copy
of the maps with all types of conservation easements 

On Thu, May 16, 2024 at 1:59 PM Planning Department
<PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org> wrote:

Good afternoon,

We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would you like
your comments below to be included in the next available Planning Commission packet as
correspondence? We can also send this over to the County Commission so Commissioner
Tabb can view your comments below as well.

The Future Land Use map shows properties with conservation easements in place as
“Conservation Areas” and they include easements held by the ATC, Farmland Protection,
the FAA, Land Trust of the Eastern Panhandle, the Historic Landmarks Commission, and
several others. I hope this information helps!

 

Best,

Luke

 

 

 

Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)

County Planner

Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning

Jefferson County, WV

 

 

 

mailto:jsurkamp@gmail.com
mailto:PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org


From: Jim Surkamp <jsurkamp@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 10:54 AM
To: Jennifer Brockman <jbrockman@jeffersoncountywv.org>; Planning Department
<PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org>; Todd Fagan <toddsusan28@yahoo.com>; Jim
Surkamp <jsurkamp@gmail.com>
Subject: fromJim Surkamp BIG correctable problem

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.

There is a huge hue and cry on facebook in the context of the
preferred growth area insertion in the comp plan,
in combination with the marked lack of a county map that
shows ALL parcels - not just farmland protection board
properties - that are protected from development.
 

The Comprehensive Plan -with good reasons - should
immediately review all parts of the county where such
preserved properties  are clustering and the larger area they
are within must be made ag. Because they are legally not 
going to change  their status they are excellent anchors to
land use planning. Any properties that are not preserved by
such conservation easements but are bordered and within
such a cluster, by the logic of planning must be given zone
status only for residential, requiring large lot size like fifteen
acres. i.e. lot sizes that can handle well and septic.
 

But we need to see and the public can access a map with all
such preserved properties. A comp plan without this  has no
complete logical fact-based driver to inform  it.
 

 

mailto:jsurkamp@gmail.com
mailto:jbrockman@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:toddsusan28@yahoo.com
mailto:jsurkamp@gmail.com


Please share this (Liz) with Jane Tabb
 

Sincerely

Jim Surkamp



From: Michael Chalmers
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: — Comment to the Commission on the 2024 Comp. Plan
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2024 3:32:08 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Sounds good to me - thanks again. 

All the best, 

MC

On Thu, May 16, 2024 at 3:15 PM ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
wrote:

Fantastic, what I will do is include the entire email chain so Planning Commissioners can
see exactly what you wrote about. I appreciate you taking the time to provide this public
comment and I want to assure you that we do not edit the correspondence we receive and I
do my best to accurately represent the comments we receive.

 

Best,

Luke

 

 

 

Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)

County Planner

Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning

Jefferson County, WV

(304) 728-3228

complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org

 

From: Michael Chalmers <michaelchalmers1@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2024 11:55 AM
To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: Re: — Comment to the Commission on the 2024 Comp. Plan

mailto:michaelchalmers1@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.

Luke - I don't mind. I realize my zoning sensibility might not
be up to code (ironically), but I think you'd agree that my
comments are universal enough to resonate with folks, and
represent succinctly the point I'm trying to make.

If my comments are included as they were presented to you -
then I'm fine with you including them as you describe. If
they're going to be edited and/or used in a way that doesn't
represent what I've stated here, then I'd want to avoid that. I
think I've made an effort here to make a fair statement that
represents everyone, and especially this precious
environment we all live within. I'd hate to have it taken out of
context, or chopped up into soundbytes that ultimately do it
an injustice ... which obviously defeats the purpose.

Keep me posted, much obliged.
 

Mike C.
 

On Thu, May 16, 2024 at 11:47 AM ComPlan2045
<complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org> wrote:

Good morning,

We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Thank you for
taking the time to provide public feedback. Would you like your comments below to be
included in the next available Planning Commission packet as correspondence?

Regarding rezonings, I did want to mention that the Comprehensive Plan Update and the
Future Land Use map do not change the Zoning of any property. All Zonings in the
County are owner initiated. What the Future Land Use map does is indicate locations
where growth could be appropriate based on infrastructure and the existing status of the

mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


properties. With this in mind, can I provide your comments below to the Planning
Commission for their review?

 

Best,

Luke

 

 

 

Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)

County Planner

Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning

Jefferson County, WV

(304) 728-3228

complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org

 

From: Michael Chalmers <michaelchalmers1@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 11:34 AM
To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: — Comment to the Commission on the 2024 Comp. Plan

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.

To Whom it May Concern at the JC Commission:

I'm writing as a concerned citizen - in regards to future land
use in Jefferson County, and specifically, the
Shepherdstown area.

Thank you for your time.
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I'm not opposed to growth and I realize that expansion is a
reality, especially when you butt up against an area like the
DMV. It's inevitable, and I probably differ from many of
my community peers in my thinking that this area (up and
down Flowing Springs from Shepherdstown - Charles
Town & 480 in and out of Shepherdstown - Kearneysville)
will eventually look like a modern suburb of a major
metropolitan area - where once there were fields as far as
the eye could see to the base of the mountains - there will
likely be houses by the tens of thousands ... etc.

Such is the price of modernity. While I wish it wasn't true
for this area, I know that it happens everywhere.

What I'm most concerned about is that the Commission
doesn't seem to care at all about the land itself, and what's
underneath all of this growth. I believe the Commission
should take a pause and consider the type of geography all
of this growth will inevitably sit atop, and the impact of
digging it up, filling it in, breaking it up, toxifying it with
the inevitable run-off of the industrial and/or
building/construction process in general.

This area is defined by many natural anomalies – all of
which are thoroughly enjoyed by its residents (I'm sure that
includes you) – but the water system that runs beneath and
throughout the region is of critical importance, and should
be the topic that rules the day here, and at myriad points in
the future.

I don't need to get into the details of it all - you already



know everything.  
 

But the obvious gorilla in the room - the 'light industrial' or
commercial-use moniker - however it's branded and
inevitably spun. We all know what that means - basically,
'free for all.' And Jefferson County simply deserves better.
We're not Charleston - all you have to do is visit a place like
that once to see the exponential damage of the profits-over-
people model, and related decisions. It's undeniable. Books,
documentaries, articles, and podcasts have examined and
spotlighted this gruesome reality enough at this point
throughout the U.S., and especially in the Mountain State. 
 

To each of you, I say, plainly, we get one shot at this - we
have this wonderful, unique, and delicate place we call
home. But it's fragile beneath the surface. Indeed, it's
gorgeous and plentiful, a lovely place to live, grow, expand
even - but at what cost?

Without a true appreciation for the damage that
unbridled/unchecked growth can and will do to this area -
and especially to its below-ground infrastructure - this will
only be a race to the bottom. A conclusion that no one will
want to take credit for, but one in which everyone will pay
the price.

I hope you reconsider the decision(s) to rezone land for
residential/commercial use in JC - especially in the
particularly fragile areas in and around Shepherdstown -
and think about preserving this place more than you have in



recent years.

We only get one shot. This is yours, as stewards of this
place for our small moment in time.
 

As I stated above - I live in reality. Growth and expansion
are inevitable. And in many ways, the legacy of this place
will play out one way or the other. But there is a tiny
window through which we can all decide what the future
looks like - and that window is open just now - however
briefly. 

I hope you decide with measured appreciation, and ultimate
wisdom.
 

All the best,
 

Mike Chalmers, Shepherdstown.



From: Rose Marie (Rie) Wilson
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Re: Comprehensive Plan
Date: Thursday, May 16, 2024 12:36:25 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Yes! Thank you.

Rose Marie (Rie) Wilson
61 Sage Place
Shepherdstown, WV 25443
304-433-0224 (call or text)

On May 16, 2024, at 12:17 PM, ComPlan2045
<complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org> wrote:

﻿
Good afternoon,
We are in receipt of your email regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update. Would
you like your comments below to be included in the next available Planning
Commission packet as correspondence?
 
 
Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
(304) 728-3228
complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
 
From: Rose Marie (Rie) Wilson <riewilson@me.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 10:57 AM
To: ComPlan2045 <complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: Comprehensive Plan
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise
caution when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown
senders.
I was unable to attend the meeting Monday, May 13, so am expressing my DEEP
concern for the proposal for the property near the new schools to be changed from
Rural/Agricultural to Residential/Commercial use. Such a proposal would destroy

mailto:riewilson@me.com
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the beauty of our county and in particular Shepherdstown. What are you
thinking??? It goes against everything we want for this area.
 
Wake up and ;listen to the people!!! 
 

Rose Marie (Rie) Wilson
Voice or text: 304-433-0224
61 Sage Place • Shepherdstown • WV 25443
Email: riewilson@me.com
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:riewilson@me.com




From: Tony Russo
To: Planning Department
Subject: Re: Luke Seigfried re: Petition Opposing Shepherdstown Proposed Preferred Growth Area (Responses)
Date: Wednesday, May 29, 2024 4:06:58 PM
Attachments: Petition Opposed to Proposed PGA for Shepherdstown.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
ATT: Luke Seigfried

May 29, 2024

Jennifer M. Brockman, AICP, 
Chief County Planner
Jefferson County Office of Planning and Zoning
116 East Washington St., Suite 200
Charles Town, WV 25414

Dear Ms. Brockman:

As you know, on the evening of May 13, 2024, a group of citizens handed out a petition at
the Comprehensive Planning meeting at Jefferson High School. The petition read:

“We, the undersigned, do hereby object to the substance of, and process related to, the
proposed Preferred Growth Area on Route 230, south of Shepherdstown.”

We collected 181 signatures that evening. I handed the original wet signatures to Luke
Seigfried on May 16, 2024 (note: 3 couples signed on the same line such as “John and
Sue”; those were counted as 2 signatures each). We estimate that over 80% of the
attendees signed the petition. 

Over the next 2 weeks, we collected an additional 280 signatures through an online form. A
print out of those signatures is attached. A total of 8 people signed both the paper copy and
the online form, which we subtracted from the total. 

After accounting for the items above, we have collected 453 unduplicated signatures to
date, opposing the proposed Preferred Growth Area south of Shepherdstown. 

Thank you for accepting these petitions. Based on the tenor of the meeting, and the
petitions collected, we trust that you will conclude that a significant number of Jefferson
County citizens are opposed to the proposed Preferred Growth Area south of
Shepherdstown. 

If you require additional clarifications, please let me know. 

mailto:trussowv@gmail.com
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Sincerely,

<Tony Russo signed electronically>

Tony Russo
6568 Flowing Springs Rd. 
Shenandoah Junction, WV 25442
(703) 346-6229

On Wed, May 29, 2024 at 11:15 AM Planning Department
<PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org> wrote:

Good morning Tony,
For clarity what I can do is replace the list of online signatures you originally provided with
the attached list. Regarding the updated numbers, would you like to provide an updated
cover sheet that explains the new numbers, we could include your email below as part of the
petition that explains the new numbers, or I could say the updated numbers at the meeting.
My preference is for the documentation but we can do any of the above. 

Best,
Luke

Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV

-----Original Message-----
From: Tony Russo <trussowv@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2024 10:57 AM
To: Planning Department <PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: Att: Luke Seigfried re: Petition Opposing Shepherdstown Proposed Preferred
Growth Area (Responses)

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when
opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.

Hi Luke.  As you’ll recall, I hand-delivered a

total of 181 wet signatures that we received during the Comprehensive Plan meeting on
April 30, 2024 opposing the proposed Preferred Growth Area for the area south of
Shepherdstown. I also brought to your office a preliminary list of signatures that had come
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in online. 

Attached is a revised list of online signatures to be added to the 181 wet signatures. I have
taken out the duplicates. The total that I count is:

181 wet signatures

280 online signatures (attached below)

-   8 duplicates (people who signed both)

_____

453 unduplicated signatures opposing the proposed Preferred Growth Area. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 

Thank you,

Tony Russo

6568 Flowing Springs Rd. 

Shenandoah Junction, WV 25442

(703) 346-6229



















































From: Carol Rockwell
To: Planning Department
Subject: Re: Comp Plan 2024
Date: Friday, May 17, 2024 9:43:19 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
I think that decision is ill advised. You ran out of handouts which speaks of a survey and your
announcements could not be heard by all because you did not have a microphone. The
answer to your question is yes.  Doug

From: Planning Department <PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2024 3:32 PM
To: Carol Rockwell <cdrockwell@hotmail.com>
Subject: RE: Comp Plan 2024
 
Good afternoon,
At this time there are no additional input meetings planned. The public hearings will be
coming up shortly but they also are open to comments on the Future Land Use map and the
Comprehensive Plan text.
 
Would you like me to provide your email as actionable correspondence to the Planning
Commission to suggest the option?
 
Best,
Luke
 
 
 
Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)
County Planner
Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning
Jefferson County, WV
 
 
 
From: Carol Rockwell <cdrockwell@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2024 2:33 PM
To: Planning Department <PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: Comp Plan 2024
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.
Luke& Jennie, In light of the chaos at the  May 13 meeting will there be additional public input
meetings? Instead of combining the draft Com Plan with the future land use map in one
meeting there should be separate meetings for each. Thanks, Doug Rockwell

mailto:cdrockwell@hotmail.com
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From: JAMES Cain
To: Planning Department; Zoning
Cc: JAMES Cain
Subject: Fwd: Jefferson County Planning Changes - Notes
Date: Friday, May 17, 2024 11:18:26 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
GM, several attempts to send these notes & comments have been unsuccessful. Can
you help deliver before the deadline for comments ?
Thanks / J. Cain / Shepherdstown

---------- Original Message ----------
From: JAMES Cain <jcain4u@comcast.net>
To: "ComPlan2024@jeffersoncountywv.org"
<ComPlan2024@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Cc: JAMES Cain <jcain4u@comcast.net>, Karen Meyer-Cain <karen.meyer-
cain@comcast.net>
Date: 05/14/2024 9:18 AM EDT
Subject: Jefferson County Planning Changes - Notes
Here are my notes regarding the Jefferson County planning package and
maps.
Proposed Growth Plan
Shepherdstown – Retirement Destination for me and my wife of 37 years. 
Also a destination for many other couples and retiree's because of the
history richness, cultural features and an escape from large population
areas.
The plan as amended or modified is a Plan to the detriment of our vision &
planning for the long term and for living in Shepherdstown. .
The approach and plan as modified recently, outlines growth advantages
for a few, along with inconvenience and a decline in lifestyle value for
most / many.
Shepherdstown and the area along the Potomac River makes up a
Historic community, education community, agriculture community, and a
popular charm as a tourist & visitor destination.
The character, culture and feel of the place can be destroyed by poor
growth planning and execution.
Has an Impact study beendone ? If so, by whom was it done ? Important
question here. Consultants with experience are available. Surrounding
counties and communities have contracted for an Independent analysis,
study & report. A professional Report can provide hard data to
substantiate public experience facts noted in this summary note.
Suggestion is to AVOID benefit or advantage to small group of interests or
institutions. Better to structure the plan for the Benefit or advantage to all
or at a minimum to the majority of stakeholders & residents alike.
What about public schools planning and execution ? There are many
unhappy public school teachers and employees in the area.
Important and critical factors include Infrastructure planning, support
planning, resources planning, retail planning, Health services planning,
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food services planning, law enforcement support, fire protection support,
ambulance EMS support, traffic control planning, emergency travel /
transportation planning, There are others.
Consider Preservation of open or forested land and food resources, with
an eye on congestion and accessibility.
Traffic control and parking are already a problem for this part of Jefferson
County. Worship locations and community services are an existing
problem, only made worse by migration to residential development.
Residents Can't get a doctor appoint – 13 months out. Other health
services are booked for months. Shepherdstown area residents are
orcced to seek an ER doctor, lab equipped and staffed for help miles away
for critical attention & services. Shepherdstown area residents often avoid
trips on roadways at certain times of each day, It is difficult to make turns
for catch a break in traffic. More development will drive the Loss of small
college town culture and feel that makes Stown a destination.
Bottom line, this is a BAD IDEA. Needs revision with more awareness and
guidance in concert with expanded public participation.
s James V. Cain , Shepherdstown Resident 
Retired / Engineer / Program Manager / RE Appraiser / Petroleum
LANDMAN



From: D.W. Gregory
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: overdevelopment and its impacts on a rural community
Date: Saturday, May 18, 2024 4:10:46 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Dear Sirs:

I'm writing to express my concerns about the massive development proposed for the areas south of
Shepherdstown. It seems to me there needs to be more thought given to the impact of this development
on the community.

I know from personal experience how the beauty of an area like Jefferson County can be lost to runaway
development. I saw this happen in Lancaster County, PA, where I grew up. Once one of the most
productive agricultural areas in the country -- so much of this farmland eaten up by townhouses and strip
malls -- so that the very thing that attracted new residents from New York and New Jersey -- the natural
beauty of the countryside -- was destroyed in the process.

Jefferson County is blessed by a lovely balance of small communities and rural beauty, horse farms,
agricultural areas, wineries -- to bring in massive amounts of new housing is not only disruptive -- it
raises serious questions about whether our infrastructure can support it. There will be many more cars
clogging the roads, making commuting time for those who go into the DC area all the worse.

I urge you to reconsider these developments and look closely at how to manage growth in a more
controlled way while supporting the small businesses and farms that contribute to the local economy.

D.W. Gregory
Shepherdstown

-- 
-------------------------
DW Gregory is the author of  MEMOIRS OF A FORGOTTEN MAN, RADIUM GIRLS, and
SALVATION ROAD.  

THE YELLOW STOCKING PLAY, a new musical with Steven M. Alper and Sarah Knapp,
was named Best Musical and Best Book of a Musical at CreateTheater's New Works
Festival on Theatre Row.

Coming in 2024: THE OTHER AMERICAN, a new drama, at New Jersey Repertory Co.,
Sept. 5 - 29.
RADIUM GIRLS--The Musical, from Dramatic Publishing.
MEMOIRS OF A FORGOTTEN MAN,  Limelight Theater, Saint Augustine, Fla., July 12-14,
2024.

INTIMATE EXPOSURES, at The Reading Theatre Project, Nov. 8 - 17, 2024.

You can check out much of my work at this link on the National New Play Network's New
Play Exchange.  MEMOIRS OF A FORGOTTEN MAN is available on the new play
exchange and in an anthology from Methuen Publishing, 'Five Plays by Women from the
Contemporary American Theatre Festival.' RADIUM GIRLS and SALVATION ROAD are
available from Dramatic Publishing. Read more  about me at my website. 

.........
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From: David Duh
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Proposed Development Zone South of Shepherdstown on Flowing Springs Rd
Date: Saturday, May 18, 2024 5:46:10 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
  I would like to add my voice to outcry over the proposed development zone on the south side
of Shepherdstown on Flowing Springs Rd.  We once owned the Thomas Shepherd Inn and
would often suggest that route as a pretty drive to our guests.  The natural beauty and allure of
that part of Jefferson county is visually obvious.  Furthermore, the preferred development
assignation would encourage the building of many new residences in an area without water or
sewage infra- structure.  This kind of development would put a strain on the water supply,
water purity and electrical supply.  It would increase the traffic through Shepherdstown since
people moving into that area would have a significant portion of new homeowners with jobs
across the Potomac.  Shepherdstown would be the closest place to cross every work day.    The
intersection of Duke and German St. is already extremely busy and this development would
add to the traffic load.  
      The rationale given for this at the Meeting at Jefferson High School was questionable and
sometimes laughable.  Since there is an elementary school to be built there the committee
stated that it is usual to put these prefered development zones around the new school with new
zoning; dropping the current agricultural/residential zoning and making it
residential commercial.  To state this is usual practice is obviously untrue since the meeting
was held in a school, and across the street from another, that was not zoned in that manner.  
       It was also stated that the committee wanted students to be able to walk to school.  This is
laughable since the students (i.e. current residents) this school is being built to serve would be
nowhere near the school and could never walk to it.  Those children, in fact, have just that
situation available to them at their current schools.  The only way that many students would be
able to walk to the new school would be from massive development in its surrounding
environs.
        The way that this proposal was added to the planning map was questionable at best (that
is, being added a couple of days before the final meeting for public input) and nefarious at
worst.  There were three meetings before this one and this was not brought up at all.  Having
suffered through the Rockwool decisions this type of behavior just continues to make residents
question the foresight and motives of the county representative.  
         I was at a meeting before covid hit and it was presented to us that the Eastern Panhandle
brings in about 25% of the tourism dollars for the state.  I do not know what the current
situation is but I fail to see how encouraging heavy industry and wide scale commercial and
residential development is a way to encourage that type of tourism.  That shows a lack of
planning by the planning committee.  
          I also understand that no environment impact studies have been implemented before the
proposal for large scale prefered development zone.  Nor have studies been done to look at the
infrastructure demands for the future.  This does not seem to be a very prudent approach.  
          Please reconsider these ill-advised plans and also be more forthcoming in presenting
proposals and rationales in the future.  This is a great area to live in so let,s not go down a path
from which we cannot walk back.  

D. Duh, Shepherdstown Wv
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From: Judy York
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Jefferson County land-use planning
Date: Saturday, May 18, 2024 4:56:02 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

Hello, I am writing to express my concerns and objections to the massive development that is planned for the south
side of Shepherdstown on Flowing Springs Road, and for sprawling development in general in Jefferson County.

Jefferson County is an area full of natural beauty, farmlands, and rolling hills.  We need to preserve this farmland
and the rural areas. There is not enough infrastructure to support this development and the increase in population it
will bring.

Thank you,

Judy York

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jyork@frontiernet.net
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From: Cynthia Feeser
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Comprehensive plan
Date: Sunday, May 19, 2024 2:49:40 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
To whom it may concern,
    My husband and I strongly object to the rampant and seemingly thoughtlessly planned
development in our county.
     Allow our county to retain some beauty and sense of agriculture and history that bring
tourist dollars to our area.
     Instead of unchecked development, encourage the procurement of a national park at the site
of the battle of Shepherdstown.  Encourage planned upgrades to our infrastructure, emergency
services, and parks and recreation before too many houses are built.  Insist on developer paid
impact fees if develop you must.
     Those acres of housing on Flowing Springs rd near Charles Town are enough.  Please stop
and rethink before it is too late!
     Cindy & Mick Feeser
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From: Elizabeth Freedland McGowen
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Stop and reconsider, please!
Date: Sunday, May 19, 2024 7:45:41 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

 I am a resident of Jefferson County.

The rural beauty that drew me to Jefferson County in the first place…is gone.

Enough already! We need more green space, not less!

The massive development near the new school must be stopped! There is not enough infrastructure to support these
new houses.

Elizabeth McGowen

25443
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From: Lois Butcher
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Developers vs Residents of Shepherdstown
Date: Sunday, May 19, 2024 2:49:38 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
I would hate to see development on the south side of Shepherdstown on Flowing Springs
Road. Sure, it would be nice for the developers, but it would disrupt the quality of life for the
folks who moved here to escape congestion, noise, and ugly commercial buildings.

Lois Butcher
264 S. Hills Dr
Shepherdstown
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From: Bill and Beth Rule
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Land Use Plans
Date: Monday, May 20, 2024 1:24:50 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

Gentlemen,

This is to register my opposition to the revised land use plans,
allowing commercial development, south of Shepherdstown along Rt. 230. 
The infrastructure in that area is not appropriate for this kind of
development.  Also it is too close to established farms and
neighborhoods and to the new school complex.  Please allow us to keep
our pleasant rural surroundings!

-- From Bill Rule
         250 Meadow Ridge Drive, Shepherdstown, WV
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From: evelyn gettys
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Zoning
Date: Monday, May 20, 2024 10:15:10 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

Hello

I m voicing my concerns about the large housing communities that are being proposed specially around where the
new Shepherdstown school is going to be going in around Flowing Springs Road. There does not seem to be any
concerns about the impact on the surrounding areas and the growth that being proposed by all these additional
homes. There are no environmentally impact statement,  nothing on traffic flow, ambulance services or concerns
about the water, aquifer, and the servicing of all the people that exist here . The intent on this community to make
sure that Jefferson County is unlivable !!!!

Where is the sustainability of these communities. There needs to be impact studies on the use of groundwater. Also,
on the addition of having septic tanks or sewer lines, going out to these homes, the impact on the existing facilities
that would be supplying those homes not to mention the impact on the traffic and is the roads sufficient to handle the
additional Residence.

Farming should be preserved in the county by land  designation as well as land left natural to protect our ground
water supply . We live on a karst substrate, and that needs to be protected.

Evelyn Gettys

Jefferson county resident

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:eg29803@yahoo.com
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From: Jane Tabb
To: Planning Department
Subject: Re: Comp Plan Action Item
Date: Monday, May 20, 2024 12:13:24 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Yes, please do. 

On Mon, May 20, 2024, 10:59 AM Planning Department
<PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org> wrote:

Good morning Commissioner Tabb,

Thank you for reaching out with comments regarding the Comprehensive Plan Update.

 

I will make a note to define “by right” in the Plan so it is understandable.

 

Could I provide your comments to the Planning Commission as Actionable correspondence?

 

Best,

Luke

 

 

 

Luke Seigfried (He, Him, His)

County Planner

Department of Engineering, Planning, & Zoning

Jefferson County, WV

 

 

From: vinemont.farm@gmail.com <vinemont.farm@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, May 18, 2024 5:15 PM
To: Planning Department <PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org>
Subject: Comp Plan Action Item

mailto:vinemont.farm@gmail.com
mailto:PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.

 

Goal 1

Objective 4: 

Action 1: define “by right” and how neighboring properties can be protected by possible negative
impacts (noise, lights, traffic, etc)

Does “by right” include Adult Entertainment, bars, casinos, a factory that operates 24/7??????????

 

Goal 1

Objective 5

Action 1: define “by right”…. appears there will be little protection for residential, schools, care
facilities… should scale commercial development to the neighborhood/community in which they
may be located.

Does “by right” include Adult Entertainment, bars, casinos, a factory that operates 24/7??????????

 

Goal 2

Objective 2:

Action !:   Encourage Expansions to the village areas and to provide a continuation of Village
scale and design in these areas.  I support this recommendation.

*****The Birdhill development does not resemble the scale and design of the Kearneysville
Village at all ****************

 

 

Jane M. Tabb

922 Old Leetown Pike

Kearneysville, WV 25430

304.725.4325



 

 

 



From: mary beth kilmer
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Development Jefferson County
Date: Monday, May 20, 2024 3:39:55 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Hello. Plz consider not developing every square inch of my birthplace. Growth should be well
planned and thoughtful. 
Tourism is huge here and soon its gonna look like NoVa and why would anyone come here. 
Plz slow down and really put some careful deliberation into this

Mary Beth Kilmer 
Born Charles Town 1959

mailto:bluemoonmary88@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


From: nancy tasteofblueridge.com
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Comment on Rural Agriculture vs Residential/Commercial
Date: Monday, May 20, 2024 1:48:43 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Jefferson County - Offering an alternative to Loudoun East, Winchester, and Berkeley
County

What specific actions preserve the rural agriculture zoning in Jefferson County? How can
creating a vibrant rural county embrace a unique lifestyle? What steps ensure poorly planned
residential urban communities are not overpopulating Jefferson County?

Jefferson County is presented with a rare and valuable opportunity to establish a lifestyle that
sets us apart from our neighboring counties in Virginia, Maryland, and West Virginia. The
question that looms is whether our planning board and county supervisors will seize this
unique opportunity. 

Most of our neighboring counties represent urban, residential, and commercial industrial
growth. Their individual characters are lost in the sameness of their economic growth over the
past ten years. Will our Jefferson County authorities follow this trend?

Jefferson County has Harpers Ferry National  Historic Park and National Park Service-protected
Antietam  National Battlefield. We also have the river and canal towpath. These entities
enhance our tourism visitation. Jefferson County also does not have a city like (Hagerstown
and Winchester); instead, the historic towns of  Harpers Ferry, Bolivar, and Shepherdstown)
are jewels that must be reserved. Urban Residential has already circled Charles Town and
Ranson. 

Our Jefferson County leaders should focus on protecting our stream and springs by resisting
over development.

With meticulous planning, Jefferson County could transform into a haven for food artisans and
craft beverage producers, offering a unique culinary tourism experience. Already boasting the
Bavarian Inn and Hillbrook Inn, and with the Hilltop resort set to open in a few years, there is
ample space for another boutique hotel and a diverse range of Air BnB and Bed and Breakfast
establishments.  This vision embraces a mindful wellness lifestyle that many people yearn to
experience. 

For the residents of Jefferson County, we have the joy of living in this mindful wellness
community. While nationally, architects are embracing a “biophilic” design building technique
that aims to connect people more closely to nature, Jefferson County has nature trails, rivers,

mailto:nancy@tasteofblueridge.com
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and gardens that give both the residents and visitors multi-sensory interactions. 

Let’s not force our wildlife onto our congested roadways as we risk overpopulating Jefferson
County with haphazardly planned residential urban communities. Instead, let’s offer a
thoughtfully designed range of housing options to foster a diverse and interactive community. 

I encourage you to preserve the rural agriculture zoning, create a vibrant rural county, and
adapt a ten-year comprehensive plan that embraces a lifestyle our neighboring town
authorities can no longer accomplish. 

Nancy Craun
Resident of Shepherdstown
Member of the Comprehensive Review Committee - Shepherdstown, WV 



From: Paul Kradel
To: Becky Phipps; ComPlan2045
Subject: Please be careful about any building you authorize
Date: Monday, May 20, 2024 4:12:54 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
5-20-24

The roads, schools, physical & mental health facilities, emergency services and available
water supply are limited resources.

You need to respect the environmental limitations we have in order to have happy citizens
who will not carry their grievances to Court because of inadequate planning by the Planning
Commission.

Think of this as a few words of wisdom.

Paul F Kradel

mailto:paulkradel@gmail.com
mailto:beckyphipps502@gmail.com
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From: Randall Tremba
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Jefferson Co. paradise lost?
Date: Monday, May 20, 2024 10:59:08 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

To whom it may concern:

I’ve lived in Jefferson County for 50 years. I didn’t move here for its beauty but I soon noticed how beautiful and
extraordinary it is. If the county can’t control growth, the county we all know and love will be a distant memory.

They paved paradise and put up a parking lot.

I wouldn't want to be guilty of that. I hope you don’t either.

Randall Tremba,

Retired minister of the Shepherdstown Presbyterian Church.

mailto:randytremba@me.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


From: Carrie Singer
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Planned development in Jefferson County - outrageous!
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2024 6:26:58 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
I moved to WV to enjoy the bucolic nature of the area surrounding Shepherdstown, the
Orchards, farms, trees and so forth.., 
Your plan will destroy this beauty , make traffic a nightmare on Flowing Springs, endanger
children given the placement of the new school, and is terrible for the current residents of the
area. How are you planning to provide water and sewer, fire and police? Widening all the
roads, adding traffic circles, I guess, and raising taxes. I feel that you are pulling another
Rockwool on us, changing the map 2 days before the meeting, and the only benefit is to the
developers who will make a boatload from the new shoddy houses they build.
Where is "WV, almost heaven?"
Sincerely,
Carrie Singer
105 Sage Pl
Shepherdstown

mailto:carrieskayaks@gmail.com
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From: Bobbi Blok
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: COMMENTS ON COMPREHENSIVE JEFFERSON COUNTY ZONING PLAN
Date: Friday, May 24, 2024 5:13:49 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 

TO:Jefferson County Zoning Commission

            Luke Seigried, County Planner complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org

DATE:  May 24, 2024

SUBMITTED BY:  Bobbi Blok advocate for child safety

Greatly appreciate the Zoning Commission at minimum take into account the concerns
that would facilitate a win/win mode of operation which can hopefully manifest in living and thriving in our
county.  There are three points that would be helpful to raise; educational,  environmental and economic
well being are as follows:.

Educationally:  Urging Plan incorporaste language that 1) Reflecting the WV State
Board of Education  regulations that clearly outlines and requires safe locations near public schools
(6200, Section 202, locations of school facilities(https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?
DocId=51042&Format=PDF.)  I am publicly going on record on behalf of the children, especially those
children with asthma and special needs require safe environments, Please at minimum  take WVBOE
Policy 6200 sec. 202 under advisement and morally mandate industrial and corporate facilities comply
with the due diligence that ensures positive action to protect the health and welfare of our children,
families, school system and persons employed in the county.  Envision and enact a safe and thriving
zone promoting clean air water and the healthy environment we all deserve.  Jefferson County can unite
to go on record prohibiting  toxic pollutants, the increase of gaseous fumes and constant incessant noise
that can prove to be a detrimental situated near public schools
In the spirit of unity the school system from pre-k to higher education can work collaboratively with the
local corporations and government entities to ensure that the necessary support programs such as child
care, school age care, internships as well as initiating apprentice/training services are available. 
Jefferson County Schools, County Community Colleges and Universities can prove pivotal ensuring that
students are prepared to meet the needs of employers and that there is a sufficient and qualified
workforce.

            ENVIRONMENTALLY:  Jefferson County is a unique and challenging area.  The Jefferson
Orchard site, and much of the surrounding land in Jefferson County, should not be rezoned for heavy
industry, or any industry that produces toxic or hazardous emissions. The hydrogeological characteristics
of this portion of Jefferson County makes it ill-suited for heavy industry. Water contamination from such
activities at this site is quite likely. This is an unacceptable risk to ask the people and economy of
Jefferson County to bear for the profitability of the few. Further, if the groundwater is contaminated in this
location, tens of thousands of people stand to be affected from Jefferson County to the Chesapeake Bay
watershed.  It is advisable that the plan require corrective actions because Karst terrain will cause a
devastating impact on the surrounding watershed therefore the construction of heavy industries might
collapse the ground contaminating the watershed resulting in serious health problems.  Other
environmental challenges involve the health of children and the impact of PFAs poisonous chemicals
forever. (forward contacts via e-mail)  Potential companies would rather be safe upfront rather than create
the impact of toxic fallout.      

            ECONOMICALLY:  Many jurisdictions throughout our country have instituted
school levies as well as environmental surcharges.  Jefferson County may want to

mailto:bobbihelene@aol.com
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explore different ways to generate resources from new facilities rather than paying
corporations coming into our community pillaging our coffers and damaging our
natural resources.  Please develop this promising model

 

While finalizing the Zonong  Plan the fact that Jefferson County is situated omkyrst topography needs to
be taken into consideration.  Please Note: .     According to the US Geological Survey, USGS, past water
quality studies, such as Scientific Investigation Report 2016-5048, Kozar showed that karst limestone
aquifers are the aquifers most intrinsically susceptible to contamination within the State of West Virginia
which can result in serious health problems. 

            It would be more prudent and responsible to address these environmental hazards upfront rather
than wait until they implode,  The US Congress and the WV Senate have introduced legislation to protect
our citizens from “PFAs” “forever chemicals.”  There might be federal and state toxicologist who could
assist in designing a Comprehensive Plan to help Jefferson County to avoid potential toxic landmines. 
Senators Manchin and Capito co-sponsored the law that passed nationally, and WV Representatives
Rucker and Hason co-sponsored the bill that was intrduced in Charleston.  The potential employers would
rather be safe than address the poisonous fallout.  The community would be very grateful as well.

          Many environmental experts publicly have shared their concerns.  Dr. Jerome A. Paulson, MD,
FAAP, who is a pediatric consultant to the Mid-Atlantic Center for Children's Health & the Environment,
known as MACCHE. MACCHE is the Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Unit (PEHSU) that serves,
West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Virginia, Maryland, and the District of Columbia.   His detailed
study is telling and deserves careful review since his findings relate to the effect of environmental
pollution on the development of children. It would be wonderful if the County could work together with
experts to promote a clean seal of approval   Developing environmental guardrails which would ensure
clean water, air and soil is definitely a worthwhile goal that can be a selling point and benefit all those
concerned.  

The thirteen issues raised by the Jefferson County Community Foundaton also need to taken
seriouslyand addressed.

Thank you for your consideration. 



From: Robert Aitcheson
To: Planning Department
Subject: Draft of new Comprehensive Plan
Date: Sunday, May 26, 2024 9:10:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
To the Planning Commission of Jefferson County, West Virginia:

1) Having received information that the survey regarding the above referenced subject was to
be open to May 26, I went on the survey link only to see that it had been closed. So I am
providing my responses directly to the Commission without the filter of some survey
contractor. 

2) Under the Plan, Goal 1, Objective 4, Item 1 AND Objective 5, Item 1 should be
REMOVED.

3) A utility scale solar facility is a commercial use and a prison is an institutional use. 

4) It seems that a lack of drafting precision in this regard may be, by design, an open invitation
to blanket our County’s farmland with toxic, inefficient solar panels for the benefit of a select
few “elites”(some of them alleged politicians & their friends & families) without ANY
safeguards or recourse to protect surrounding landowners & the rest of the taxpaying citizens
of this County from such things as: 

abandonment of the project & resultant decommissioning expense & toxic waste disposal
problems, 

toxic runoff on adjoining properties & into the Shenandoah River,  

damage to private  property & public infrastructure during construction,  

diminution in value of nearby properties, 

changes in severe weather patterns from vast compounds of solar panels (which changes have
been scientifically documented), 

& the list goes on & on ….

5) Maybe you should do a better job of thinking thru the consequences of your proposed plan
or maybe not, if the widespread corruption in this County for the benefit of a select few has
reached this Commission! 

6) You say you don’t think the government should be telling people what they can & can't do
with their property. In other words, you’re wanting to get rid of zoning without getting rid of
it, undoubtedly so that unelected bureaucrats can selectively apply it to ‘Joe or Jane  Shmo’
homeowner but not to those deeming themselves the “betters” of the ordinary, hard-working,
taxpaying citizens of this County. 

7) YOUR ARGUMENT IS A RED HERRING, a distraction from the real issue because:

mailto:bob.aitch46@gmail.com
mailto:PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org


a) The County already has zoning & if you really wanted to get rid of it, there’s a process for
that objective & it’s not to bastardize the existing zoning goals & objectives to accommodate
corrupt politicians & their friends.

b) The general proposition that most people want a lot less government in their personal
business is one that many,  including myself, tend to hold as well. However, as I say, that is
NOT the issue, but merely a distraction. 

c) The real issue is that our system does (or is supposed to) recognize that one person’s
property rights end where another’s begin. In other words, when a property owner’s exercise
of their rights cause damage, tangible (toxic runoff as an example) or intangible (diminution in
value as an example), that’s where the errant property owner’s rights end.

So, instead of using a tag line to distract & mislead people about the real intentions, why don’t
you fulfill you appointment to the Commission with transparency & integrity? Why don’t you
do what upwards of 95% of the folks in this County want & design a proposed Comprehensive
Plan that puts a STOP to the wholesale destruction of the best agricultural land in West
Virginia (according to the 2022 USDA Soils Map) by these out-of-state solar scammers &
their local _______ (fill in the blank)???!

Bob Aitcheson



From: Charlotte Fremaux
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Public Comment on Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan Action Items
Date: Sunday, May 26, 2024 4:35:07 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

Dear Planning Commission and Staff,

I am writing in support of the following changes being requested to the future use map and comprehensive plan
actions as presented to the public by the JCC and the JCPC.

I object to the general unresponsiveness, by local authorities, to the public, and the increasing lack of transparency
in their deliberations. It is clear from the final Comp Plan meeting allowing public input, that the public is not
pleased. It is unacceptable to treat the people you serve without respecting their opinions.

Please accept these comments for the Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive Plan Action Items:

Comments on the Future Land Use Map:

1.      Please, remove the Preferred Growth Area around the new Shepherdstown Elementary School on Flowing
Springs Road, Trough Road, Shepherdstown Pike, and Gardner’s lane. While this has been promoted by developers,
this would have a severely negative impact because:
a.      the infrastructure does not exist to support this development,
b.      the designated area is far larger than Shepherdstown forever altering the character of the town,
c.      this would draw business out of downtown Shepherdstown harming the economy and character of the town,
d.      The current zoning classifications would allow either urban level housing or light industrial uses, neither of
which are appropriate in this location.

2.      Please remove the Industrial designation in Summit Point. This is not an appropriate location for industrial
uses. The rural zones do not have the infrastructure to support industrial development, and industrial development
negatively impacts surrounding agricultural uses. The Comprehensive Plan states that the major industrial zone will
be removed so we should not designate more land for that purpose. Please either leave this land zoned rural or
change the designation to general commercial.

3.      Please remove the preferred growth area expansion to the southwest of Kearneysville. This area is served by
American Water which uses groundwater to supply its utility until a groundwater availability study is performed
further development in this area should not be considered “preferred”.

Comments on Comprehensive Plan Action items:
Goal 1: Objective 1: add an action item 5: Establish in the Subdivision ordinance required buffers in development
plans at the junction of dissimilar zones. When two dissimilar land uses abut one another, then open space buffers
need to be required to protect the land rights of all land owners.

Goal 1: Objective 3: add an action item 2: Work to maintain and improve public engagement in the land
development process.

Goal 1: Objective 4: Better define “other institutional uses.” Alternatively, remove the phrase and refer only to
“medical facilities” in this objective and action item.

Goal 1: Objective 5: Action item 1. This objective is overly broad and does not consider the vast differences across
the zones and the land characteristics. This should be refined to include only commercial activities associated with
agriculture and rural activities or it should be removed.

mailto:cmfremaux@gmail.com
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Goal 2: Objective 3: Action item 1: Natural gas is a legacy utility that is soon to be replaced by more
environmentally friendly substitutions, and therefore the infrastructure should not be extended. Please remove this.

Goal 2: Objective 3: Please add that groundwater-based utilities should be limited to those serving existing housing
developments to preserve groundwater availability for agricultural and animal husbandry uses.

Goal 9: Objective 1: Please add an action item to amend the appropriate ordinances to require that developments
follow the “Chesapeake Stormwater Network Technical Bulletin No. 1, Stormwater Design Guidelines For Karst
Terrain In The Chesapeake Bay Watershed, Version 2.0” and the “West Virginia Stormwater Management and
Design Guidance Manual, West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection, Appendix C, Stormwater
Management Design in Karst Areas” in the design and operation of their stormwater systems.

Goal 11: Objective 2: Action item 1. This should include adults of all ages. People of all ages need places to enjoy
nature and the outdoors not only the age groups listed. We need to have outdoor spaces that meet the needs of these
older adult groups as well.

Goal 13: Objective 3: Action item 1. Please add “with engagement of the public.”

Goal 13: Objective 4: Action item 1 should be removed. We should not be expanding natural gas infrastructure
because it will be soon replaced with more environmentally responsible energy sources.

Goal 13: Objective 4: Should consider environmental impact of utility expansion including but not limited to
groundwater abundance and impact on groundwater quality due to the karst hydrogeology.

Thank you for your consideration.

--
Charlotte Fremaux
cmfremaux@gmail.com



From: Deborah Rochefort
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Public Comment on Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan Action Items
Date: Monday, May 27, 2024 6:01:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

Dear Planning Commission and Staff,

Please accept these comments for the Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive Plan Action Items:

Comments on the Future Land Use Map:

1.      I am very much against turning the rural area around the new Elementary school on Flowing Springs road into
a preferred growth area. Please do not do this. There are a number of very good reasons not to change this land
usage, including: a. Neither the roads - and especially the ground water supply - can support a serious increase in
development. b. the vast degree of proposed development does not belong outside a city or town, and this is far
enough out of Shepherdstown to not be considered a part of the town, and would be detrimental to the business and
activity of the town itself. c. increased hazards for school children with increased traffic and activity. d. any
developments planned should have a lot of green space worked into them. At present I have seen none that are
proposed that have adequate green space. e. Farm and rural usage should be encouraged - this land should remain
rural in order to foster more agricultural growth. f. An arboretum or wooded park should be set next to the school. g.
Absolutely no industrial use should be allowed. At all.

2.      Please remove the Industrial designation in Summit Point. This is a rural zone, with a lot of farm land, and not
an appropriate location for industrial uses. Farming and other rural uses, such as orchardists, should be encouraged,
not driven out by industrial activity and resultant wastes (though it is true that we need to improve waste runoff from
farm land as well.)

3.      Please remove the preferred growth area expansion to the southwest of Kearneysville - it needs a groundwater
study before any further development is made. In fact, considering that in the eastern Panhandle, the vast majority of
our water comes from ground water, a ground water study should be done before any new developments, and these
should also be tested for industrial contaminants, especially in the areas around Rockwool.

Dealing with increased population in Jefferson County could lead to positive outcomes for the Jefferson County
community, or alternatively raise large - and possibly insurmountable - problems. I think taking care to consider the
overall environment into consideration, including the interesting but rather fragile karst system we all live upon, will
serve us much better than allowing developers and industry (and who knows what else) to rush in, make a bucket of
money (mostly for themselves) and then leave the people and the environment to suffer the consequences. And,
please do think about setting aside some land next to the school for an arboretum or wooded park. I think that would
be of great benefit to the county.

mailto:ballata@comcast.net
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Thank you for your consideration, and listening to my concerns and citizen advice - Sincerely, Dr. Deborah
Rochefort

--

Deborah Rochefort

ballata@comcast.net



From: Philip Baker-Shenk
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Public Comment on Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan Action Items
Date: Monday, May 27, 2024 9:53:15 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

Dear Planning Commission and Staff,

MEMORANDUM – Public Comment

TO:             Planning Commission of Jefferson County, West Virginia

FROM:   Philip Baker-Shenk, Shepherdstown, WV

DATE:   May 27, 2024

RE:             Comment on Future Land Use Map – Envision Jefferson County 2045

Dear Commissioners:

I wish to submit my procedural and substantive objections to your last-minute addition to the draft Future Land Use
(“FLU”) map, on the eve of the final public input session on the 2045 Comprehensive Plan Update, of a new
Preferred Growth Area (“PGA”) designation surrounding the new Shepherdstown elementary and middle school
location (“New Shepherdstown School Site”).

For the reasons outlined below, I strongly urge the Commission to withdraw all references on the draft FLU map to
a new PGA in the vicinity of the New Shepherdstown School Site.  The new PGA was inserted on the draft FLU
map only a few days before the May 13, 2024 Final Public Input session without any notice.  Given the outpouring
of objections from the general public at that Final Public Input session, the new PGA should be removed
immediately from the draft FLU map so that all of us can focus on more meaningful and productive issues in the
land use and planning process involved with our County’s 2045 Comprehensive Plan Update. 

Greater Transparency Is Needed. The idea of a new PGA at the New Shepherdstown School Site apparently was a
response to a single comment letter from a local developer, David Lutman, dated April 10, 2024, that first surfaced
when published in the packet of the Commission’s working session a few days before the Final Public Input
session.  That single letter – alone among, and at odds with, many other letters proposing as the highest land use
priority the preservation of agricultural land, the conservation of green space for recreation and wildlife, and the
protection of watershed quality -- proposed the approval of plans for a jaw-dropping corridor of commercial and
residential development stretching along the entire length of the road between Shepherdstown and Charles Town,
beginning with a new Preferred Growth Area designation around the New Shepherdstown School Site. 
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Due Process is Needed.  Such an impactful proposition should be evaluated, if at all, only after notice and with
transparent deliberation.  Instead, the new PGA was placed on the draft FLU map without notice, comment, or
discussion.  Eleventh hour changes of this magnitude undermine public confidence and trust in County officials and
staff.  Such last-minute changes do not provide the public with the requisite due process.

2045 Goals Should Be Set By Residents Not Developers.  If the County’s 2045 Comprehensive Plan Update process
is to have any value, the Commission must be responsive to the voices of hundreds of local property owners and
residents who mobilized within hours to come out to the May 13, 2024 Final Public Input meeting to voice their
opposition.  At a minimum, their voices should outweigh the self-interested proposal of a land developer sketched
out in a single email memo.  The several hundred residents of Greater Shepherdstown who swarmed the Final Public
Input meeting, and many hundred more of their neighbors whose interests they reflected, intend this area to be
preserved as their home community in 2045, unlike land developers in 2024 whose only interest is to make a quick
profit as soon as possible without regard to how their proposed development activity would change the Greater
Shepherdstown area into a smaller version of Tysons Corner, Virginia by 2045. 

Distrust is Corrosive of Healthy Civic Life.  Trust and common interests are essential ingredients in any public
planning process.  Once trust is lost due to a precipitous and ill-advised decision, trust can be restored only by a
quick and decisive course reversal.  For this reason, I urge the County Planning Commission and staff to
immediately remove from the draft FLU map the PGA designation surrounding the New Shepherdstown School
Site, returning that surrounding area to the rural agriculture use designation that appeared in all previous editions of
the draft FLU map.  This PGA designation was quickly dropped onto the draft FLU Map; it can and should be
quickly wiped off the draft FLU map.

The PGA Would Destroy Rural Agricultural Land Use.  Except for the newly sited elementary and middle school
facilities, there is no other existing development in the newly proposed PGA surrounding that site. The entire area
within the newly proposed PGA is now, and has been for centuries, under rural agriculture use.  Consistent with that
longstanding use and character, it is zoned rural agriculture.  This agricultural land use is acknowledged by the
County’s Comprehensive Plan, as it should be, to have high value.  Yet the proposed FLU map designation of a new
PGA for commercial and dense residential development would obliterate that rural agriculture character south of
Shepherdstown and openly invite new commercial and dense residential development in an area twice the size of
Shepherdstown.  This is not strategic planning to preserve rural agriculture in Jefferson County; this is a strategic
plan to destroy it by 2045.

Public Utilities Simply Are No Excuse For This PGA.  There is no public water or sewer infrastructure within or
near the proposed Preferred Growth Area and none is contemplated. The schools have not chosen to seek water or
sewer utility service, and instead plan to drill wells and install septic systems. The elevation between the proposed
PGA and Shepherdstown’s sewage treatment facility would require extensive pumping stations as it crosses over
more than a mile of rocky terrain.  Any textbook case made for a PGA to surround a new school is factually
irrelevant because the schools are not, and will not, hook up to public water and sewer.  Moreover, that textbook
argument is written and driven by the interests of a few outside developers, not by local neighbors and not by the
economic interests of an agriculture, tourism, and Town-centered service economy that is the heart of the Jefferson
County.

Rural Gateways Would Become Transportation Chokepoints.  The new schools will increase traffic during school



opening and closing hours, overburdening the existing intersections and roadways that traverse the surrounding rural
agricultural lands.  The designation of a PGA around this area that brings dense commercial and residential
development would make this dramatically worse around the clock, completely compromising existing
transportation facilities.  Route 230 is the gateway to historic Shepherdstown, its scenic byways would be
completely sabotaged by the commercial and dense residential development invited by the new PGA designation. 

Rural Character Is the Backbone and Tourism is the Lifeblood of the County’s Economy.  The siting of the new
schools will undermine the rural character of the Greater Shepherdstown area, but it will not completely destroy it
like would happen with the addition of dense commercial and residential development invited by the proposed new
PGA designation.  This area’s farms and historic battlefields operate as a huge magnet for tourism that draws
substantial sums of money to the County economy.  Tourists do not come to Jefferson County to see bedroom
communities, parking lots, and commercial warehouses and business facilities.  They come for the historical and
rural character of Jefferson County. Dropping a PGA designation in the middle of the bucolic landscape that is
Greater Shepherdstown is like dropping a gigantic proverbial turd in a punch bowl. It favors only the economic
interests of a handful of land developers.  It is against the economic interest of Jefferson County as a whole and of
thousands of residents in the Greater Shepherdstown area.

Future Land Use Should Protect and Preserve, instead of Exploit, the County’s Natural Assets.  The newly proposed
PGA surrounding the New Shepherdstown School Site is in direct conflict with the proposed 2045 Comprehensive
Plan Update’s high priority for the preservation of agricultural lands in Jefferson County.  Much of the land adjacent
to the proposed PGA boundary is in private conservation and agricultural or battlefield easements. The proposed
PGA would stop the future growth of that greenbelt, and sever it from the headwater springs of Town Run.  While a
PGA designation falls short of a zoning change, it is a signal to developers that their proposals for zoning changes to
commercial and residential land use are invited and will be favorably received.  A PGA, like the one added at the
last minute to the draft FLU map, is not sufficient to approve commercial and residential growth, but it is a
necessary step toward future County land use that eliminates agriculture, conservation, and wildlife habitat.  If this
new PGA is allowed to remain on the FLU map, it can only mean that the lip service paid in the 2045
Comprehensive Plan Update to placing a high priority on strategic planning that preserves the County’s farms and
wildlife habitat and rural character is meaningless. 

Planning Should Be Strategic, Not Reactive.  The School Board’s decision to place the new elementary and middle
schools in the middle of this area was not, by any stretch of imagination, a strategic step consistent with the current
County Comprehensive Plan.  But the Planning Commission and planning staff certainly should not dramatically
compound the School Board’s non-strategic decision by adding a new PGA surrounding the school site.  To do so
would be to expansively magnify the impact of the new school development by surrounding it with new commercial
and residential development in an area twice the size of nearby Corporation of Shepherdstown.  Adding a new PGA
surrounding a new school in the middle of a longstanding agricultural area simply puts commercial and resident
development on steroids.  This is not a strategy to preserve agriculture and tourism; this is a strategy to destroy it.  A
new Preferred Growth Area for commercial and dense residential development should be strategically located only
where it serves, rather than destroys, the natural assets of the County. The proposed new Preferred Growth Area
surrounding the New Shepherdstown School Site is reactive, not strategic.  It is not consistent with any strategic
plan to preserve and protect the County’s interests as a whole.  In fact, it would undermine many crucial goals in the
County’s Comprehensive Plan. 

Conclusion.  The proposed new Preferred Growth Area designation surrounding the New Shepherdstown School
Site should be withdrawn immediately by the Commission so that we can all work together on other crucial issues
implicated in the update of the County’s Comprehensive Plan for our sake and for the sake of future generations that
will follow us here in our beloved, bucolic Jefferson County.  Thank you for this opportunity comment.  I will be
eagerly awaiting your response.



Phil Baker-Shenk

Shepherdstown, WV

(former Chair, Shepherdstown Comprehensive Plan Review Steering Committee)

Please accept these additional comments for the Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive Plan Action Items:

Comments on the Future Land Use Map:

1.      Remove the Preferred Growth Area around the new Shepherdstown Elementary School on Flowing Springs
Road, Trough Road, Shepherdstown Pike, and Gardner’s lane. While this has been promoted by developers, this
would have a severely negative impact because:

a.      the infrastructure does not exist to support this development,

b.      the designated area is far larger than Shepherdstown forever altering the character of the town,

c.      this would draw business out of downtown Shepherdstown harming the economy and character of the town,

d.      The current zoning classifications would allow either urban level housing or light industrial uses, neither of
which are appropriate in this location.

2.      Remove the Industrial designation in Summit Point. This is not an appropriate location for industrial uses. The
rural zones do not have the infrastructure to support industrial development, and industrial development negatively
impacts surrounding agricultural uses. The Comprehensive Plan states that the major industrial zone will be
removed so we should not designate more land for that purpose. Please either leave this land zoned rural or change
the designation to general commercial.

3.      Remove the preferred growth area expansion to the southwest of Kearneysville. This area is served by
American Water which uses groundwater to supply its utility until a groundwater availability study is performed
further development in this area should not be considered “preferred”.

Comments on Comprehensive Plan Action items:

Goal 1: Objective 1: add an action item 5: Establish in the Subdivision ordinance required buffers in development
plans at the junction of dissimilar zones. When two dissimilar land uses abut one another, then open space buffers
need to be required to protect the land rights of all land owners.



Goal 1: Objective 3: add an action item 2: Work to maintain and improve public engagement in the land
development process.

Goal 1: Objective 4: Better define “other institutional uses.” Alternatively, remove the phrase and refer only to
“medical facilities” in this objective and action item.

Goal 1: Objective 5: Action item 1. This objective is overly broad and does not consider the vast differences across
the zones and the land characteristics. This should be refined to include only commercial activities associated with
agriculture and rural activities or it should be removed.

Goal 2: Objective 3: Action item 1: Natural gas is a legacy utility that is soon to be replaced by more
environmentally friendly substitutions, and therefore the infrastructure should not be extended. Please remove this.

Goal 2: Objective 3: Please add that groundwater-based utilities should be limited to those serving existing housing
developments to preserve groundwater availability for agricultural and animal husbandry uses.

Goal 9: Objective 1: Please add an action item to amend the appropriate ordinances to require that developments
follow the “Chesapeake Stormwater Network Technical Bulletin No. 1, Stormwater Design Guidelines For Karst
Terrain In The Chesapeake Bay Watershed, Version 2.0” and the “West Virginia Stormwater Management and
Design Guidance Manual, West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection, Appendix C, Stormwater
Management Design in Karst Areas” in the design and operation of their stormwater systems.

Goal 11: Objective 2: Action item 1. This should include adults of all ages. People of all ages need places to enjoy
nature and the outdoors not only the age groups listed. We need to have outdoor spaces that meet the needs of these
older adult groups as well.

Goal 13: Objective 3: Action item 1. Please add “with engagement of the public.”

Goal 13: Objective 4: Action item 1 should be removed. We should not be expanding natural gas infrastructure
because it will be soon replaced with more environmentally responsible energy sources.

Goal 13: Objective 4: Should consider environmental impact of utility expansion including but not limited to
groundwater abundance and impact on groundwater quality due to the karst hydrogeology.

Thank you for your consideration.



Phil Baker-Shenk, Shepherdstown, WV

--

Philip Baker-Shenk

philip.bakershenk@gmail.com



From: Billy McLaughlin
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: JC Comp Plan 2045
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 8:06:29 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

Members of the Commission,

I appreciate the work you all do on our behalf. As a resident of Shepherdstown since 2017, I make use of many
things in the county that enhance the quality of me and my wife’s lives.

But I also want to say that some of the things I love most about my town and this county will be negatively affected
by the many plans of growth: the number of housing units planned for (and hoped for in some of the plans you all
seem to favor) and the growth of industry here will impact the quality of life here.

I would ask you to please consider slowing down some of the plans you have in the works.

I agree with the positions of the JC Foundation, positions I’m sure you are aware of.

I’ll let the foundation speak for me in many of the detailed points outlined below.

I would ask you to please consider the many voices of citizens here who are concerned about the plans for rapid
growth. We moved from metropolitan DC because of the congestion and overbuilding.

We would hate to see that happen here over the next several decades.

Thanks for your consideration.

Billy McLaughlin

66 Shepherd Village Circle

Shepherdstown, WV 25445

240-421-1346

Please accept these comments for the Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive Plan Action Items:

Comments on the Future Land Use Map:

mailto:bmclaughlin55@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


1.      Please, remove the Preferred Growth Area around the new Shepherdstown Elementary School on Flowing
Springs Road, Trough Road, Shepherdstown Pike, and Gardner’s lane. While this has been promoted by developers,
this would have a severely negative impact because:

a.      the infrastructure does not exist to support this development,

b.      the designated area is far larger than Shepherdstown forever altering the character of the town,

c.      this would draw business out of downtown Shepherdstown harming the economy and character of the town,

d.      The current zoning classifications would allow either urban level housing or light industrial uses, neither of
which are appropriate in this location.

2.      Please remove the Industrial designation in Summit Point. This is not an appropriate location for industrial
uses. The rural zones do not have the infrastructure to support industrial development, and industrial development
negatively impacts surrounding agricultural uses. The Comprehensive Plan states that the major industrial zone will
be removed so we should not designate more land for that purpose. Please either leave this land zoned rural or
change the designation to general commercial.

3.      Please remove the preferred growth area expansion to the southwest of Kearneysville. This area is served by
American Water which uses groundwater to supply its utility until a groundwater availability study is performed
further development in this area should not be considered “preferred”.

Comments on Comprehensive Plan Action items:

Goal 1: Objective 1: add an action item 5: Establish in the Subdivision ordinance required buffers in development
plans at the junction of dissimilar zones. When two dissimilar land uses abut one another, then open space buffers
need to be required to protect the land rights of all land owners.

Goal 1: Objective 3: add an action item 2: Work to maintain and improve public engagement in the land
development process.

Goal 1: Objective 4: Better define “other institutional uses.” Alternatively, remove the phrase and refer only to
“medical facilities” in this objective and action item.

Goal 1: Objective 5: Action item 1. This objective is overly broad and does not consider the vast differences across
the zones and the land characteristics. This should be refined to include only commercial activities associated with
agriculture and rural activities or it should be removed.

Goal 2: Objective 3: Action item 1: Natural gas is a legacy utility that is soon to be replaced by more
environmentally friendly substitutions, and therefore the infrastructure should not be extended. Please remove this.



Goal 2: Objective 3: Please add that groundwater-based utilities should be limited to those serving existing housing
developments to preserve groundwater availability for agricultural and animal husbandry uses.

Goal 9: Objective 1: Please add an action item to amend the appropriate ordinances to require that developments
follow the “Chesapeake Stormwater Network Technical Bulletin No. 1, Stormwater Design Guidelines For Karst
Terrain In The Chesapeake Bay Watershed, Version 2.0” and the “West Virginia Stormwater Management and
Design Guidance Manual, West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection, Appendix C, Stormwater
Management Design in Karst Areas” in the design and operation of their stormwater systems.

Goal 11: Objective 2: Action item 1. This should include adults of all ages. People of all ages need places to enjoy
nature and the outdoors not only the age groups listed. We need to have outdoor spaces that meet the needs of these
older adult groups as well.

Goal 13: Objective 3: Action item 1. Please add “with engagement of the public.”

Goal 13: Objective 4: Action item 1 should be removed. We should not be expanding natural gas infrastructure
because it will be soon replaced with more environmentally responsible energy sources.

Goal 13: Objective 4: Should consider environmental impact of utility expansion including but not limited to
groundwater abundance and impact on groundwater quality due to the karst hydrogeology.

Thank you for your consideration.



From: nharmanshelman@gmail.com
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Preserving the beauty and function of Jefferson County
Date: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:16:53 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
There are approximately 58,000 people who call Jefferson County their home. Their will, their
wants, their rights, are more valuable than the very few who aim to change this county from a
rural, beautiful, thriving community to a commercial, crowded, conglomeration of
communities w admittedly insufficient infrastructure that will bring misery and environment
degradation to those who make this place their home, only to benefit a tiny fraction of that
population who apparently care nothing of their neighbors as long as a few see benefit from
these shortsighted plans and inevitable ruin that the vast majority have a right to demand and
expect of their beautiful county where they make their homes. Injustice like this, ultimately
serves no one as this county deteriorates and current residents chose to leave and new
residents will have no reasons to choose to make this their homes. 

It would be wise to think long and hard about these egregious proposed plans that the vast
majority of residents do not want. 

Sincerely,

Sharon Helman and N Michael Harman
Harpers Ferry, WV 

“Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible.”
Dalai Lama XIV

 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:nharmanshelman@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


From: Teresa, (terry) Purcell-diehl
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Public Comment on Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan Action Items
Date: Wednesday, May 29, 2024 10:31:19 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

Dear Planning Commission and Staff,

Please accept these comments for the Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive Plan Action Items:

Comments on the Future Land Use Map:

1.      Please, remove the Preferred Growth Area around the new Shepherdstown Elementary School on Flowing
Springs Road, Trough Road, Shepherdstown Pike, and Gardner’s lane. While this has been promoted by developers,
this would have a severely negative impact because:
a.      the infrastructure does not exist to support this development,
b.      the designated area is far larger than Shepherdstown forever altering the character of the town,
c.      this would draw business out of downtown Shepherdstown harming the economy and character of the town,
d.      The current zoning classifications would allow either urban level housing or light industrial uses, neither of
which are appropriate in this location.

2.      Please remove the Industrial designation in Summit Point. This is not an appropriate location for industrial
uses. The rural zones do not have the infrastructure to support industrial development, and industrial development
negatively impacts surrounding agricultural uses. The Comprehensive Plan states that the major industrial zone will
be removed so we should not designate more land for that purpose. Please either leave this land zoned rural or
change the designation to general commercial.

3.      Please remove the preferred growth area expansion to the southwest of Kearneysville. This area is served by
American Water which uses groundwater to supply its utility until a groundwater availability study is performed
further development in this area should not be considered “preferred”.

Comments on Comprehensive Plan Action items:
Goal 1: Objective 1: add an action item 5: Establish in the Subdivision ordinance required buffers in development
plans at the junction of dissimilar zones. When two dissimilar land uses abut one another, then open space buffers
need to be required to protect the land rights of all land owners.

Goal 1: Objective 3: add an action item 2: Work to maintain and improve public engagement in the land
development process.

Goal 1: Objective 4: Better define “other institutional uses.” Alternatively, remove the phrase and refer only to
“medical facilities” in this objective and action item.

Goal 1: Objective 5: Action item 1. This objective is overly broad and does not consider the vast differences across
the zones and the land characteristics. This should be refined to include only commercial activities associated with
agriculture and rural activities or it should be removed.

Goal 2: Objective 3: Action item 1: Natural gas is a legacy utility that is soon to be replaced by more
environmentally friendly substitutions, and therefore the infrastructure should not be extended. Please remove this.

Goal 2: Objective 3: Please add that groundwater-based utilities should be limited to those serving existing housing
developments to preserve groundwater availability for agricultural and animal husbandry uses.

mailto:Teresapurcelldiehl@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


Goal 9: Objective 1: Please add an action item to amend the appropriate ordinances to require that developments
follow the “Chesapeake Stormwater Network Technical Bulletin No. 1, Stormwater Design Guidelines For Karst
Terrain In The Chesapeake Bay Watershed, Version 2.0” and the “West Virginia Stormwater Management and
Design Guidance Manual, West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection, Appendix C, Stormwater
Management Design in Karst Areas” in the design and operation of their stormwater systems.

Goal 11: Objective 2: Action item 1. This should include adults of all ages. People of all ages need places to enjoy
nature and the outdoors not only the age groups listed. We need to have outdoor spaces that meet the needs of these
older adult groups as well.

Goal 13: Objective 3: Action item 1. Please add “with engagement of the public.”

Goal 13: Objective 4: Action item 1 should be removed. We should not be expanding natural gas infrastructure
because it will be soon replaced with more environmentally responsible energy sources.

Goal 13: Objective 4: Should consider environmental impact of utility expansion including but not limited to
groundwater abundance and impact on groundwater quality due to the karst hydrogeology.

Thank you for your consideration.

--
Teresa, (terry) Purcell-diehl
Teresapurcelldiehl@gmail.com
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Planning Department

From: tjmilliron@comcast.net
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2024 12:03 PM
To: Planning Department
Cc: tjmilliron@comcast.net
Subject: Citizen Comment on Proposed 2045 Comp Plan - J Milliron
Attachments: Citizen Comment on Proposed 2045 Comp Plan - JMilliron.pI.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on clicking links 
from unknown senders. 
 
Good Afternoon, 
 
Please find my attached comments and opinions for your consideration on the Proposed Jefferson County 2045 
Comprehensive Plan.  I used the Goals, Objectives, and Action Items and the Old and New Land Use Maps to assist in an outline 
form comment and comparison.  
 
Thank you. 
Sincerely, 
Jacquelyn Milliron 



To:  

Jefferson County Planning Commission/Department 

RE: Jefferson County 2045 Comprehensive Plan Citizen’s Comment 

Prepared by: Jacquelyn Milliron (Harpers Ferry District) 

 

Goal 1: 

 

Action Item:   

 

Introduce text amendments to allow medical facilities and other institutional uses by 

right in all Zoning districts. 

Establish or modify zoning district options that allow residential and ommercial land 

uses, residential and mixed use land uses, and rural residential land uses.  

 

1. What is the definition of “other institutional uses?” 

 

2. How will this Goal comply with existing convenants and restrictions that 

convey with the land within residential areas?   

 

3. How will this Goal protect the existing residents from causing legal battles with 

institutions or otherwise, over convenants and restrictions within existing 

subdivisions?  

 

a. Example:  Harvest Court, Harpers Ferry has several lots which are 0-10+ 

acres, but have covenants and restrictions as a named and deed recorded 

Residential Subdivision.  Listing those lots as Rural Agriculture (develop 

by right) will likely misguide land speculators into believing that the Rural 

Agriculture land use category fits the subdivision when it is clearly 

incompatible with the lattitudes of a rural agriculture area.  This was 

perhaps the thinking in the Envision 2035 Plan identifying these types of 

lots as “large lot residential.”  Mischaracterizing lots within a residential 

subdivision having convenants and restriction on the Land Use Map will 

likely promote unnecessary litigation and cost to residents who seek 

neighborhood compatability provided by the convenants and restrictions.   

It is imcumbant on the county to protect those existing rights in 

subdivisions.   



Jefferson County Envision 2035 Comprehensive Plan 

 

 

 

Plan Proposed Jefferson County 2045 Comprehensive 

 

 

 

 



Action Item: 

 

Complete and enact an update to the Subdivision & Land Development Regulations 

and the Zoning & Land Development Ordinance to include the recommendations in 

the 2045 Comprehensive Plan. 

 

1. Please provide to date DRAFT update of Subdivision and & Land Development 

Regulations, Zoning & Land Development Ordinance.  

 

 

Action item:  

 

Introduce text amendments to remove the Major Industrial and Planned 

Neighborhood Development Zoning Districts.  

 

1. What is the replacement concept in the new plan for “major industrial zoning 

districts?”  

 

2. What is the replacement concept in the new plan for “planned neighborhood 

development zoning districts?” 

 

Action Item: 

 

Propose Text amendments, as deemed appropriate, to permit additional commercial 

uses by right in all zoning districts, after careful consideration of potential adverse 

effects to surrounding land uses. 

 

1. What is “appropriate?” 

 

2. Why would you allow commercial uses by right in residential subdivisions with 

convenants and restrictions?  This lattitude will cause irrevocable harm and 

unnecessary expenses to subdivision communities where the comprehensive 

plan allows commercial enterprise el al in direct conflict with convenants and 

restrictions.  It undermines transparency to those seeking commercial 

properties and may mislead land speculators to invest in boondoggle deals.  



Goal 2: 

 

Action Item: 

 

Support the redevelopment of the Hill Top House Hotel site in Harpers Ferry. 

 

1. Why is a single corporation given special space and advertising in the public 

comprehensive plan?  

 

Action Item: 

 

Collaborate with stakeholders to recruit new and existing businesses and industries 

to use existing buildings and previousely used parcels for new devleopment 

including business parks and commercial sites.  

 

1. Who are the stakeholders to do recruiting?  Private real estate agents?  

 

Action Item: 

 

Identify opportunities for restoration, rehabilitation and adaptive reuse of structures 

within the village areas.  

 

1. How can the objective simultaneously encourage expansion to the village areas 

yet keep small scale design? Theoretically conflicts.  

 

Action item: 

 

 Assess the need for regulatory changes based on new development proposals. 

 

1. Why would local government allow for the potential of state implemented 

overreach to communities?   



 

2. What is the definition of diverse compatible and complementary uses on 

agricultural properties?  

 

 

 

Goal 5: 

 

Objective: 

 

Encourage land conservation programs to help preserve the rural character of 

Jefferson County. 

 

1. How does the county define “rural character?”   

 

2. Are we saying that conservation programs are the ONLY way to preserve the 

rural character of Jefferson County?   

 

3. Recommend adding that encouraging rural open space cluster subdivisions 

also preserve the rural character of Jefferson County.  

 

Action Item: 

 

Assess disparity in potential land uses for small and large farms and adopt policies 

to ensure equal opportunity. 

 

1. How does this action item preserve the rural character of Jefferson County? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Goal 9: 

 

Objective:  

 

Encourage developers to build new subdivisions to meet standards set by regional 

or national sustainable building organizations.  

 

1. Recommend changing “to build new subdivisions” to “who build new 

subdivisions.  

 

 

Goal 12: 

 

Action Item: 

 

Organize and host small business development, entrepenuership, financial 

assistance, and urban site selection classes in collaboration with stakeholders. 

 

1. The word Stakeholder appear 17 times within the Goals, Objectives and Action 

items.  Who are the stakeholders? The regular taxpayer citizens of the 

community should be empowered to be included in the stakeholder group to 

demonstrate that it is their government, their community.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Goal 13: 

 

Action item:  

 

Promote available sites in villages for new businesses.  

 

1. What is the definition of “village?” 

  

2. A village to me is small and quaint.  This conflicts with Goal #2 theoretically 

because size and extent of encouraged growth matters.  

 

3. Are the goals and objectives the same for villages as they are for cities?   

 

4. Why do villages appear to be targeted in this Goal? 

 

Action Item: 

 

Support the Zoning Map amendment of properties wishing to be Zoned Village that 

are adjacent to Village or Village expansion areas. 

 

1. Definition of Village Expansion areas? 

 

2. Why is there a “Suburban Residential” in the middle of Rural Residential with 

village expansion around it?  Some lots are very large similar to those 

surrounding the Bakerton Village which are labelled Rural Agriculture but are 

actually cluster subdivisions.  This is inconsistent and subjects the appearance 

of a right to develop in rural agriculture areas that are under actually under 

legal convenants and restrictions.  

 



  

 

 

Action Item: 

 

Work with the County’s municipalities to create a unified economic development 

strategy. 

 

1. Recommend that since the goal is for UGB and PGAs, unlike Villages, that 

these terms are used unilaterally otherwise it appears that Goal #13 is targeting 

villages.  

 

Action Item: 

 

Encourage local non-profit organizations and local and regional economic 

development agencies to create a regular forum where all county artisans , 

businesses, and members of the non-profit and art communities can meet to network 

and collaborate. 

 

1. Collaboration should involve all county stakeholders and citizens who would be 

affected by such unilateral discussions.   

 



Action item: 

 

Request the deployment of infrastructure , including water and sewer, in all UGBs 

and the PGAs.  

 

1. Where are we getting the money to make such requests?  

 

2. Title 150 Water and Sewer Rules CSRs 7 and 5 respectively, is the regulation 

governing how this infrastructure should be paid…by the cost causers.  

 

 

 

 

Goal 17: 

 

Action Item: 

 

Create a planning commission committee to review national attainable housing 

reports and make recommendations for a coordinated Jefferson County attainable 

house initiative. 

 

1. Recommend prohibiting housing that does not fit neighborhood compatibility 

and to institute the idea of neighborhood compatibility as a means to prevent 

inappropriate and expensive sprawl, divestment of personal property, and 

dismissal of the natural beauty of Jefferson County.  

 

General: 

 

• Envision 2035 Plan used the word “Beauty” 9 times within the entire document 

and 3 times within the goals and objectives.   

 

• The 2045 proposed Plan uses the term ZERO times. Why? Is obtaining and 

maintaining beauty and natural beauty in Jefferson County not a desireable 



goal or objective anymore? I wish for this to be reinstalled in the language 

throughout the plan.  

 

• Change ALL newly labelled Rural Agriculture plats back to Rural Residential 

within existing cluster subdivisions, no matter what size lot, having prevailing 

convenants and restrictions. 

 

• Maintain Green Space and energy saving tree canopy values within cluster 

subdivisions. 

 

• The word “Stakeholder” appears 17 times in the Goals, Objectives, and Action 

Items and are mainly associated with business and economic growth. Since 

business and economic growth affect land owning or renting resident 

taxpayers both financially and environmentally, where is their opinion and 

collaboration influence represented in the comprehensive plan efforts? 

 

• In disagreement with the sudden conversion of a property land use change 

within a neighborhood and a conservation area.  The Proposed Comprehensive 

2045 Plan falls short in protecting residents and taxpayers from investing in 

property only for the county to unilaterally change the character of established 

neighborhoods.  Could there be hundreds of other surprise changes in land use 

without clear comparison of the old and new?  This is inappropriate and unfair 

to do to the community and those who have already invested in Jefferson 

County. 

 

Large Lot Residential to Rural Agriculture (develop by right) – surrounded by conservation land 

and established residential homes.  

Large lot Residential to General Commercial – surrounded by established residential homes.  

                                                                                 





Item #4 – Actionable Correspondence RE: Comprehensive Plan Update 

 

Correspondence received between June 1, 2024 – June 11, 2024 

55) Greg Welter, 2024-06-02 

56) Cristy Miller, 2024-06-03 

57) Kathleen Loftin, 2024-06-03 

58) Paul Singh, 2024-06-03 

59) Sue Covello, 2024-06-03 

60) Aaron Di Lima, 2024-06-10 

61) Chris King, 2024-06-10 

62) Mike Murray, 2024-06-10 

63) Mike & Kathy Sholl, 2024-06-10 

64) Tammy Miller, 2024-06-10  

65) Bernard Simmons, 2024-06-10 

66) Rachel Wilkinson, 2024-06-11 

67) Dale Horensky, 2024-06-17 
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ComPlan2045

From: Greg Welter <weltergj@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 2, 2024 4:08 PM
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Public Comment on Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan Action Items

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
 
Dear Planning Commission and Staff, 
 
Please accept these comments for the Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive Plan Action Items: 
 
Comments on the Future Land Use Map:  
 
1. Please, remove the Preferred Growth Area around the new Shepherdstown Elementary School on 
Flowing Springs Road, Trough Road, Shepherdstown Pike, and Gardner’s lane. While this has been promoted 
by developers, this would have a severely negative impact because: 
a. the infrastructure does not exist to support this development, 
b. the designated area is far larger than Shepherdstown forever altering the character of the town,  
c. this would draw business out of downtown Shepherdstown harming the economy and character of the 
town,  
d. The current zoning classifications would allow either urban level housing or light industrial uses, neither 
of which are appropriate in this location. 
 
2. Please remove the Industrial designation in Summit Point. This is not an appropriate location for 
industrial uses. The rural zones do not have the infrastructure to support industrial development, and industrial 
development negatively impacts surrounding agricultural uses. The Comprehensive Plan states that the major 
industrial zone will be removed so we should not designate more land for that purpose. Please either leave this 
land zoned rural or change the designation to general commercial.  
 
3. Please remove the preferred growth area expansion to the southwest of Kearneysville. This area is 
served by American Water which uses groundwater to supply its utility until a groundwater availability study is 
performed further development in this area should not be considered “preferred”.  
 
 
Comments on Comprehensive Plan Action items: 
 
PLEASE NOTE ADDITIONAL GOAL 2, OBJECTIVE 3 LANGUAGE 
 
Goal 1: Objective 1: add an action item 5: Establish in the Subdivision ordinance required buffers in 
development plans at the junction of dissimilar zones. When two dissimilar land uses abut one another, then 
open space buffers need to be required to protect the land rights of all land owners.  
 
Goal 1: Objective 3: add an action item 2: Work to maintain and improve public engagement in the land 
development process.  
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Goal 1: Objective 4: Better define “other institutional uses.” Alternatively, remove the phrase and refer only to 
“medical facilities” in this objective and action item.  
 
Goal 1: Objective 5: Action item 1. This objective is overly broad and does not consider the vast differences 
across the zones and the land characteristics. This should be refined to include only commercial activities 
associated with agriculture and rural activities or it should be removed.  
 
Goal 2: Objective 3: Action item 1: Natural gas is a legacy utility that is soon to be replaced by more 
environmentally friendly substitutions, and therefore the infrastructure should not be extended. Please remove 
this. 
 
Goal 2: Objective 3: Please add that groundwater-based utilities should be limited to those serving existing 
housing developments to preserve groundwater availability for agricultural and animal husbandry uses.  
 
Goal 2, Objective 3:    I strongly recommend that the County establish a policy of conducting an ten-year water 
and sewer plan (updated on a five-year basis) to define the areas anticipated to be served by existing public or 
private utilities, and which areas are anticipated not to be served by public sewer and water systems.   This 
analysis should be supported by a hydrologic study of the groundwater aquifer capacities. 
 
 
Goal 9: Objective 1: Please add an action item to amend the appropriate ordinances to require that 
developments follow the “Chesapeake Stormwater Network Technical Bulletin No. 1, Stormwater Design 
Guidelines For Karst Terrain In The Chesapeake Bay Watershed, Version 2.0” and the “West Virginia 
Stormwater Management and Design Guidance Manual, West Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection, Appendix C, Stormwater Management Design in Karst Areas” in the design and operation of their 
stormwater systems.  
 
Goal 11: Objective 2: Action item 1. This should include adults of all ages. People of all ages need places to 
enjoy nature and the outdoors not only the age groups listed. We need to have outdoor spaces that meet the 
needs of these older adult groups as well.  
 
Goal 13: Objective 3: Action item 1. Please add “with engagement of the public.” 
 
Goal 13: Objective 4: Action item 1 should be removed. We should not be expanding natural gas infrastructure 
because it will be soon replaced with more environmentally responsible energy sources.  
 
Goal 13: Objective 4: Should consider environmental impact of utility expansion including but not limited to 
groundwater abundance and impact on groundwater quality due to the karst hydrogeology.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
-- 
Greg Welter 
weltergj@gmail.com 
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ComPlan2045

From: Cristy Miller <cristymiller00@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 11:56 AM
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Public Comment on Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan Action Items

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
 
Dear Planning Commission and Staff, 
 
Please accept these comments for the Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive Plan Action Items: 
 
Comments on the Future Land Use Map:  
 
1. Please, remove the Preferred Growth Area around the new Shepherdstown Elementary School on 
Flowing Springs Road, Trough Road, Shepherdstown Pike, and Gardner’s lane. While this has been promoted 
by developers, this would have a severely negative impact because: 
a. the infrastructure does not exist to support this development, 
b. the designated area is far larger than Shepherdstown forever altering the character of the town,  
c. this would draw business out of downtown Shepherdstown harming the economy and character of the 
town,  
d. The current zoning classifications would allow either urban level housing or light industrial uses, neither 
of which are appropriate in this location. 
 
2. Please remove the Industrial designation in Summit Point. This is not an appropriate location for 
industrial uses. The rural zones do not have the infrastructure to support industrial development, and industrial 
development negatively impacts surrounding agricultural uses. The Comprehensive Plan states that the major 
industrial zone will be removed so we should not designate more land for that purpose. Please either leave this 
land zoned rural or change the designation to general commercial.  
 
3. Please remove the preferred growth area expansion to the southwest of Kearneysville. This area is 
served by American Water which uses groundwater to supply its utility until a groundwater availability study is 
performed further development in this area should not be considered “preferred”.  
 
 
Comments on Comprehensive Plan Action items: 
Goal 1: Objective 1: add an action item 5: Establish in the Subdivision ordinance required buffers in 
development plans at the junction of dissimilar zones. When two dissimilar land uses abut one another, then 
open space buffers need to be required to protect the land rights of all land owners.  
 
Goal 1: Objective 3: add an action item 2: Work to maintain and improve public engagement in the land 
development process.  
 
Goal 1: Objective 4: Better define “other institutional uses.” Alternatively, remove the phrase and refer only to 
“medical facilities” in this objective and action item.  
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Goal 1: Objective 5: Action item 1. This objective is overly broad and does not consider the vast differences 
across the zones and the land characteristics. This should be refined to include only commercial activities 
associated with agriculture and rural activities or it should be removed.  
 
Goal 2: Objective 3: Action item 1: Natural gas is a legacy utility that is soon to be replaced by more 
environmentally friendly substitutions, and therefore the infrastructure should not be extended. Please remove 
this. 
 
Goal 2: Objective 3: Please add that groundwater-based utilities should be limited to those serving existing 
housing developments to preserve groundwater availability for agricultural and animal husbandry uses.  
 
Goal 9: Objective 1: Please add an action item to amend the appropriate ordinances to require that 
developments follow the “Chesapeake Stormwater Network Technical Bulletin No. 1, Stormwater Design 
Guidelines For Karst Terrain In The Chesapeake Bay Watershed, Version 2.0” and the “West Virginia 
Stormwater Management and Design Guidance Manual, West Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection, Appendix C, Stormwater Management Design in Karst Areas” in the design and operation of their 
stormwater systems.  
 
Goal 11: Objective 2: Action item 1. This should include adults of all ages. People of all ages need places to 
enjoy nature and the outdoors not only the age groups listed. We need to have outdoor spaces that meet the 
needs of these older adult groups as well.  
 
Goal 13: Objective 3: Action item 1. Please add “with engagement of the public.” 
 
Goal 13: Objective 4: Action item 1 should be removed. We should not be expanding natural gas infrastructure 
because it will be soon replaced with more environmentally responsible energy sources.  
 
Goal 13: Objective 4: Should consider environmental impact of utility expansion including but not limited to 
groundwater abundance and impact on groundwater quality due to the karst hydrogeology.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
-- 
Cristy Miller 
cristymiller00@gmail.com 
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ComPlan2045

From: Kathleen Loftin <kathyloftin@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 8:00 PM
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Public Comment on Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan Action Items

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
 
Dear Planning Commission and Staff, 
 
Please accept these comments for the Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive Plan Action Items: 
 
Comments on the Future Land Use Map:  
 
0. Please remove the planned commercial zoning from the McShanes Landing/Happy Hollow area of Knott 
Road. These are old private one lane gravel road communities. If this becomes commercial what's to stop taking 
over all the other little river communities? And have you done the studies to show that this particular landing is 
better suited than another? 
 
1. Please, remove the Preferred Growth Area around the new Shepherdstown Elementary School on 
Flowing Springs Road, Trough Road, Shepherdstown Pike, and Gardner’s lane. While this has been promoted 
by developers, this would have a severely negative impact because: 
a. the infrastructure does not exist to support this development, 
b. the designated area is far larger than Shepherdstown forever altering the character of the town,  
c. this would draw business out of downtown Shepherdstown harming the economy and character of the 
town,  
d. The current zoning classifications would allow either urban level housing or light industrial uses, neither 
of which are appropriate in this location. 
 
2. Please remove the Industrial designation in Summit Point. This is not an appropriate location for 
industrial uses. The rural zones do not have the infrastructure to support industrial development, and industrial 
development negatively impacts surrounding agricultural uses. The Comprehensive Plan states that the major 
industrial zone will be removed so we should not designate more land for that purpose. Please either leave this 
land zoned rural or change the designation to general commercial.  
 
3. Please remove the preferred growth area expansion to the southwest of Kearneysville. This area is 
served by American Water which uses groundwater to supply its utility until a groundwater availability study is 
performed further development in this area should not be considered “preferred”.  
 
 
Comments on Comprehensive Plan Action items: 
Goal 1: Objective 1: add an action item 5: Establish in the Subdivision ordinance required buffers in 
development plans at the junction of dissimilar zones. When two dissimilar land uses abut one another, then 
open space buffers need to be required to protect the land rights of all land owners.  
 
Goal 1: Objective 3: add an action item 2: Work to maintain and improve public engagement in the land 
development process.  
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Goal 1: Objective 4: Better define “other institutional uses.” Alternatively, remove the phrase and refer only to 
“medical facilities” in this objective and action item.  
 
Goal 1: Objective 5: Action item 1. This objective is overly broad and does not consider the vast differences 
across the zones and the land characteristics. This should be refined to include only commercial activities 
associated with agriculture and rural activities or it should be removed.  
 
Goal 2: Objective 3: Action item 1: Natural gas is a legacy utility that is soon to be replaced by more 
environmentally friendly substitutions, and therefore the infrastructure should not be extended. Please remove 
this. 
 
Goal 2: Objective 3: Please add that groundwater-based utilities should be limited to those serving existing 
housing developments to preserve groundwater availability for agricultural and animal husbandry uses.  
 
Goal 9: Objective 1: Please add an action item to amend the appropriate ordinances to require that 
developments follow the “Chesapeake Stormwater Network Technical Bulletin No. 1, Stormwater Design 
Guidelines For Karst Terrain In The Chesapeake Bay Watershed, Version 2.0” and the “West Virginia 
Stormwater Management and Design Guidance Manual, West Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection, Appendix C, Stormwater Management Design in Karst Areas” in the design and operation of their 
stormwater systems.  
 
Goal 11: Objective 2: Action item 1. This should include adults of all ages. People of all ages need places to 
enjoy nature and the outdoors not only the age groups listed. We need to have outdoor spaces that meet the 
needs of these older adult groups as well.  
 
Goal 13: Objective 3: Action item 1. Please add “with engagement of the public.” 
 
Goal 13: Objective 4: Action item 1 should be removed. We should not be expanding natural gas infrastructure 
because it will be soon replaced with more environmentally responsible energy sources.  
 
Goal 13: Objective 4: Should consider environmental impact of utility expansion including but not limited to 
groundwater abundance and impact on groundwater quality due to the karst hydrogeology.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
-- 
Kathleen Loftin 
kathyloftin@yahoo.com 
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ComPlan2045

From: Paul Singh <palijatt@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 7:02 AM
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Public Comment on Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan Action Items

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
 
Dear Planning Commission and Staff, 
 
Please accept these comments for the Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive Plan Action Items: 
 
Comments on the Future Land Use Map:  
 
1. Please, remove the Preferred Growth Area around the new Shepherdstown Elementary School on 
Flowing Springs Road, Trough Road, Shepherdstown Pike, and Gardner’s lane. While this has been promoted 
by developers, this would have a severely negative impact because: 
a. the infrastructure does not exist to support this development, 
b. the designated area is far larger than Shepherdstown forever altering the character of the town,  
c. this would draw business out of downtown Shepherdstown harming the economy and character of the 
town,  
d. The current zoning classifications would allow either urban level housing or light industrial uses, neither 
of which are appropriate in this location. 
 
2. Please remove the Industrial designation in Summit Point. This is not an appropriate location for 
industrial uses. The rural zones do not have the infrastructure to support industrial development, and industrial 
development negatively impacts surrounding agricultural uses. The Comprehensive Plan states that the major 
industrial zone will be removed so we should not designate more land for that purpose. Please either leave this 
land zoned rural or change the designation to general commercial.  
 
3. Please remove the preferred growth area expansion to the southwest of Kearneysville. This area is 
served by American Water which uses groundwater to supply its utility until a groundwater availability study is 
performed further development in this area should not be considered “preferred”.  
 
 
Comments on Comprehensive Plan Action items: 
Goal 1: Objective 1: add an action item 5: Establish in the Subdivision ordinance required buffers in 
development plans at the junction of dissimilar zones. When two dissimilar land uses abut one another, then 
open space buffers need to be required to protect the land rights of all land owners.  
 
Goal 1: Objective 3: add an action item 2: Work to maintain and improve public engagement in the land 
development process.  
 
Goal 1: Objective 4: Better define “other institutional uses.” Alternatively, remove the phrase and refer only to 
“medical facilities” in this objective and action item.  
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Goal 1: Objective 5: Action item 1. This objective is overly broad and does not consider the vast differences 
across the zones and the land characteristics. This should be refined to include only commercial activities 
associated with agriculture and rural activities or it should be removed.  
 
Goal 2: Objective 3: Action item 1: Natural gas is a legacy utility that is soon to be replaced by more 
environmentally friendly substitutions, and therefore the infrastructure should not be extended. Please remove 
this. 
 
Goal 2: Objective 3: Please add that groundwater-based utilities should be limited to those serving existing 
housing developments to preserve groundwater availability for agricultural and animal husbandry uses.  
 
Goal 9: Objective 1: Please add an action item to amend the appropriate ordinances to require that 
developments follow the “Chesapeake Stormwater Network Technical Bulletin No. 1, Stormwater Design 
Guidelines For Karst Terrain In The Chesapeake Bay Watershed, Version 2.0” and the “West Virginia 
Stormwater Management and Design Guidance Manual, West Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection, Appendix C, Stormwater Management Design in Karst Areas” in the design and operation of their 
stormwater systems.  
 
Goal 11: Objective 2: Action item 1. This should include adults of all ages. People of all ages need places to 
enjoy nature and the outdoors not only the age groups listed. We need to have outdoor spaces that meet the 
needs of these older adult groups as well.  
 
Goal 13: Objective 3: Action item 1. Please add “with engagement of the public.” 
 
Goal 13: Objective 4: Action item 1 should be removed. We should not be expanding natural gas infrastructure 
because it will be soon replaced with more environmentally responsible energy sources.  
 
Goal 13: Objective 4: Should consider environmental impact of utility expansion including but not limited to 
groundwater abundance and impact on groundwater quality due to the karst hydrogeology.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
-- 
Paul Singh 
palijatt@gmail.com 
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ComPlan2045

From: Sue Covello <covellosl@citlink.net>
Sent: Monday, June 3, 2024 9:42 AM
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Public Comment on Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan Action Items

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
 
Dear Planning Commission and Staff, 
 
Please accept these comments for the Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive Plan Action Items: 
 
Comments on the Future Land Use Map:  
 
1. Please, remove the Preferred Growth Area around the new Shepherdstown Elementary School on 
Flowing Springs Road, Trough Road, Shepherdstown Pike, and Gardner’s lane. While this has been promoted 
by developers, this would have a severely negative impact because: 
a. the infrastructure does not exist to support this development, 
b. the designated area is far larger than Shepherdstown forever altering the character of the town,  
c. this would draw business out of downtown Shepherdstown harming the economy and character of the 
town,  
d. The current zoning classifications would allow either urban level housing or light industrial uses, neither 
of which are appropriate in this location. 
 
2. Please remove the Industrial designation in Summit Point. This is not an appropriate location for 
industrial uses. The rural zones do not have the infrastructure to support industrial development, and industrial 
development negatively impacts surrounding agricultural uses. The Comprehensive Plan states that the major 
industrial zone will be removed so we should not designate more land for that purpose. Please either leave this 
land zoned rural or change the designation to general commercial.  
 
3. Please remove the preferred growth area expansion to the southwest of Kearneysville. This area is 
served by American Water which uses groundwater to supply its utility until a groundwater availability study is 
performed further development in this area should not be considered “preferred”.  
 
 
Comments on Comprehensive Plan Action items: 
Goal 1: Objective 1: add an action item 5: Establish in the Subdivision ordinance required buffers in 
development plans at the junction of dissimilar zones. When two dissimilar land uses abut one another, then 
open space buffers need to be required to protect the land rights of all land owners.  
 
Goal 1: Objective 3: add an action item 2: Work to maintain and improve public engagement in the land 
development process.  
 
Goal 1: Objective 4: Better define “other institutional uses.” Alternatively, remove the phrase and refer only to 
“medical facilities” in this objective and action item.  
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Goal 1: Objective 5: Action item 1. This objective is overly broad and does not consider the vast differences 
across the zones and the land characteristics. This should be refined to include only commercial activities 
associated with agriculture and rural activities or it should be removed.  
 
Goal 2: Objective 3: Action item 1: Natural gas is a legacy utility that is soon to be replaced by more 
environmentally friendly substitutions, and therefore the infrastructure should not be extended. Please remove 
this. 
 
Goal 2: Objective 3: Please add that groundwater-based utilities should be limited to those serving existing 
housing developments to preserve groundwater availability for agricultural and animal husbandry uses.  
 
Goal 9: Objective 1: Please add an action item to amend the appropriate ordinances to require that 
developments follow the “Chesapeake Stormwater Network Technical Bulletin No. 1, Stormwater Design 
Guidelines For Karst Terrain In The Chesapeake Bay Watershed, Version 2.0” and the “West Virginia 
Stormwater Management and Design Guidance Manual, West Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection, Appendix C, Stormwater Management Design in Karst Areas” in the design and operation of their 
stormwater systems.  
 
Goal 11: Objective 2: Action item 1. This should include adults of all ages. People of all ages need places to 
enjoy nature and the outdoors not only the age groups listed. We need to have outdoor spaces that meet the 
needs of these older adult groups as well.  
 
Goal 13: Objective 3: Action item 1. Please add “with engagement of the public.” 
 
Goal 13: Objective 4: Action item 1 should be removed. We should not be expanding natural gas infrastructure 
because it will be soon replaced with more environmentally responsible energy sources.  
 
Goal 13: Objective 4: Should consider environmental impact of utility expansion including but not limited to 
groundwater abundance and impact on groundwater quality due to the karst hydrogeology.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
-- 
Sue Covello 
covellosl@citlink.net 
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ComPlan2045

From: A Di Lima <dilimas162@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 9, 2024 10:33 AM
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Comment for public meeting, June 11th

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.  

Hello, I am writing this in reflect on the proposal to zone for development, plots of land presently zoned rural 
around the juncture of route 230, Trough Road, and Gardners Lane. This area is one of main entrances to the 
town proper of Shepherdstown-including for many tourists and contains to the right of 230, scenic views of 
South Mountain in Maryland. Cluster development for housing- only- on large lots (3+ acres) may be in the be 
something that can be considered here (though personally I would still be against it) but it would be a grave 
mistake in another reasoning as well. Zoning this area for development would impended more or less directly 
on a rural area, and several preserved rural areas at that on Trough and Gardners Lane. The Rattlesnake Run 
“neighborhood” adjacent all the way from its source, down past Moler’s Crossroad to the river has long been 
considered at least in theory earmarked for non development for its beauty and its historically nature, 
agriculturally and otherwise. Preserving agriculture land is even more important than before considered where 
we are being ask in the county to accept not just large developments, but even individual, private residences 
built haphazardly in recent years in zoned rural areas that add up in certain areas to frankly mar the landscape. It 
also has to be commented that as seen the town of Shepherdstown is either disinterested or unable to provide 
water, sewage, to this area- if they not willing to provide it for the new public school. Thank you for acceptance 
of written comment for review, I also will lodge displeasure for ethical reasons, that no oral comments are 
allowed in this matter. I though will not deem to degraded anyone or any one political processes to explain this, 
simply to say in especially considering the history of zoning in this county, the timing for such proposal in the 
process of redoing the zoning plan for 2045 is incorrect, sincerely, Aaron Di Lima  



From: Chris King
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: PGA concerns
Date: Monday, June 10, 2024 4:21:26 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Hello,
I'm writing to voice my strong opposition to the last-minute additions to the future land use
map. Most particularly the area surrounding the future Shepherdstown Elementary school.
The areas around Shepherdstown should remain as rural farmland. The county is being ruined
by all the housing developments. Please don't ruin the Shepherdstown area! This county
needs leaders that will protect and preserve our natural spaces and resources.

Regards,
Chris

mailto:cking4416@hotmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


From: Chris King
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Comprehensive plan
Date: Monday, June 10, 2024 4:28:14 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Hi,
I read in the Observer about the last-minute additions to the growth plan. This sounds like
another Rockwool situation...trying to slip things in without people noticing. Shame on you!
Stop the madness!

The county resources cannot support all this growth, especially the Shepherdstown area that
has no public water or sewer. We need leadership that listens to the residents! We live here
because we don't want to live in a suburban dystopia!

Angry resident,
Mike

mailto:mikebmurray@outlook.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
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ComPlan2045

From: Kathy S <kathysholl@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 10, 2024 4:09 PM
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Proposed Plan

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.  
We received our June copy of the Observer and learned about the Planning Commission plans that directly 
affect us.  We live in the Glenn Meadows subdivision, next to the Covenant Baptist Church.  We are already 
concerned about the elementary and middle schools affecting our well and now we learn you want to add 
commercial buildings in our area.  We are quite concerned about your plans and disagree with your 
thought process.  Too many farms are being turned into housing developments.  The compacted housing 
development behind Briar Run is a disgrace to our community.  The hundreds of trees that were removed 
without regard to wildlife is disgraceful. We have received no notifications of your plans.  The only method of 
communication we have with the Planning Commission is through newspapers, the Journal and Observer, 
usually after meetings have already been held.   
Please add our name to your email list so we are aware of upcoming meetings.   
Mike & Kathy Sholl 
28 Hidden Valley Circle 
Shepherdstown, WV 25443 
kathysholl@gmail.com 



From: Tammy Miller
To: carolineakeys@gmail.com; Planning Department; ComPlan2045; michaelshepp@me.com;

louthan@frontiernet.net; jware@greenhorizonsturf.com; hefestay@yahoo.com; donniefisher@yahoo.com;
stolipherjcc@gmail.com; tim@rsdhorseauctions.com; Jane Tabb Commissioner; Pasha Majdi

Subject: Update to Public comment on FLUM new PGA and new land use designation south of Shepherdstown
Date: Monday, June 10, 2024 5:24:18 PM
Attachments: Group Public Comment Affected Property Owners New PGA and New Land Use Designation South of

Shepherdstown FLUM .pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution
when opening attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
Dear Planning Commissioners and County Commissioners, 

Please find attached the letter I first sent you last week. Mr. Conard (property owner
within the new preferred growth area) was out of town and has now been able to sign.
Thank you for considering our comments. 

Sincerely,

Tammy L. Miller

mailto:ms.tammymiller@gmail.com
mailto:carolineakeys@gmail.com
mailto:PlanningDepartment@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org
mailto:michaelshepp@me.com
mailto:louthan@frontiernet.net
mailto:jware@greenhorizonsturf.com
mailto:hefestay@yahoo.com
mailto:donniefisher@yahoo.com
mailto:stolipherjcc@gmail.com
mailto:tim@rsdhorseauctions.com
mailto:vinemont.farm@gmail.com
mailto:pmajdi@jeffersoncountywv.org



June 6, 2024 


Jefferson County Planning Commission 
116 E Washington St 
Charles Town, WV 25414 
Via Electronic Mail 


Regarding: Residential and Commercial Preferred Growth Area designation on Future Land 
Use Map South of Shepherdstown 


Dear Planning Commission Members, 


We are farmers and property owners that will be directly affected by the new preferred growth area 
designation and change from rural to commercial or residential designation on the future land use 
map south of Shepherdstown (Flowing Springs Road, Trough Road, Gardners Lane and 
Shepherdstown Pike). We are concerned that this residential and commercial preferred growth area 
designation will lead to development that will be inconsistent with the surrounding uses, limit the 
viable use of our own land for rural and agricultural uses, overtax the current infrastructure, and 
negatively impact the natural resources on which we rely. We respectfully request that you 
remove this preferred growth area, and revert the designation back to "Rural/Agricultural" 
from "Residential or Commercial" on the Future Land Use Map. 


A majority of the land included in and surrounding this designation change is in active 
agriculture. If even one landowner within the area of designation change takes advantage of this new 
designation, seeks residential growth or general commercial zoning, and develops their land, this will 
have a marked negative impact on the viability of the agricultural activities on the other properties in 
the area. Such development would lead to a large increase in through traffic on the rural roads in the 
area. This traffic would strain our ability to conduct agricultural activities such as maintaining 
fencing, moving farm equipment, planting, harvesting, keeping fields clear of waste and debris, 
protecting our livestock, and dealing with the inevitable loose animals just to name a few. 


Such development will also need water and sewer which is not yet available in this area. If this 
development is served by a groundwater-based utility, will this strain the aquifer and reduce the 
groundwater availability, reducing the aquifer levels the agricultural activities are reliant on, creating 
a hardship on property owners in the area? Regardless of which utility will provide the sewer and 
water service the infrastructure will likely have to traverse other properties in the area to reach such 
development. This too has the potential to create hardship for surrounding property owners. 


The zones that this designation change would provide for have very shallow setbacks, and this 
has the real potential to have deleterious impacts on the viable uses of the adjacent rural zoned 
land. For example, houses in the residential growth zone only require a 20-foot setback (rear) from 
the property line. Jefferson County ordinance does not allow discharge of a firearm within 500 feet of 
a dwelling. With this designation, a developer could place housing units along the length of an 
adjoining property line removing the ability of the adjoining rural landowner to use a 475-foot swath 
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John C. Allen Jr. 
Owner Alquip, LLC 
Property Owner within PGA designation 


David Young 
Pr~PGA designation 


B~~and Tyler Emery 
Property Owner within PGA designation 


Frank & Lara Henderson 
Propercy Owner within PGA designation 


~r;/4~, 
Olivia Bromley 


Pa2:cr;;:;•tion 


Allison Bromley 


Pro~ Owner Milim~ 


Ralph Richard Conard, General Partner 
John R. Conard Family Limited Partnership 
Property Owner within new designation 


Dr. 0. Colin Stine 
Elmwood Fields & Forests LLC 
Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 


Chazz Printz and Donna Printz 
Aspen Pool Farm LLC 
Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 


Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 


rtJ4/~ 
Brian E. Hagberg 
P~gperty Owner adjoining PGA designation 
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Julie Nesselrodte and Katelyn and Chis Nesselrodte 
Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 


Merl Nesselrodte 
Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 
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David Renaud, Juanita Renaud and Cameron 
Renaud 
Property Owner adjacent to PGA designation 
--rv)� A-R�
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Mark Renaud, Jennifer Renaud and Isabella 
Renaud 
Property Owner Adjacent to PGA designation 


Blane and Teresa Meadows 
Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 


Steve and Dawn Diehl 
Property Owner adjacent to PGA designation 


Mike and Laurie Koontz 
Property Owner adjacent to PGA designation 


Dr. Craig and Gretchen Meadows 
Property Owner adjacent to PGA designation 
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Keith and Aissa Currence 
Property Owner adjacent to PGA designation 


Linda C. Renaud 
Black Farm 
Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 
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From: Tammy Miller <ms.tammymiller@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 6, 2024 11:42 PM
To: Planning Department; ComPlan2045; michaelshepp@me.com; louthan@frontiernet.net; 

jware@greenhorizonsturf.com; hefestay@yahoo.com; donniefisher@yahoo.com; 
stolipherjcc@gmail.com; tim@rsdhorseauctions.com; Jane Tabb Commissioner; Pasha 
Majdi

Subject: Public comment on FLUM new PGA and new land use designation south of 
Shepherdstown

Attachments: Group Public Comment Affected Property Owners New PGA and New Land Use 
Designation South of Shepherdstown FLUM.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening 
attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.  
Dear Planning Commissioners and County Commissioners,  
 
Please find attached a group letter from affected property owners regarding the new PGA and new 
land use designation south of Shepherdstown. We will be highly affected by this change as our 
properties are within and adjoin this newly designated area. Thank you for considering our 
comments.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tammy L. Miller 



June 6, 2024 

Jefferson County Planning Commission 
116 E Washington St 
Charles Town, WV 25414 
Via Electronic Mail 

Regarding: Residential and Commercial Preferred Growth Area designation on Future Land 
Use Map South of Shepherdstown 

Dear Planning Commission Members, 

We are farmers and property owners that will be directly affected by the new preferred growth area 
designation and change from rural to commercial or residential designation on the future land use 
map south of Shepherdstown (Flowing Springs Road, Trough Road, Gardners Lane and 
Shepherdstown Pike). We are concerned that this residential and commercial preferred growth area 
designation will lead to development that will be inconsistent with the surrounding uses, limit the 
viable use of our own land for rural and agricultural uses, overtax the current infrastructure, and 
negatively impact the natural resources on which we rely. We respectfully request that you 
remove this preferred growth area, and revert the designation back to "Rural/Agricultural" 
from "Residential or Commercial" on the Future Land Use Map. 

A majority of the land included in and surrounding this designation change is in active 
agriculture. If even one landowner within the area of designation change takes advantage of this new 
designation, seeks residential growth or general commercial zoning, and develops their land, this will 
have a marked negative impact on the viability of the agricultural activities on the other properties in 
the area. Such development would lead to a large increase in through traffic on the rural roads in the 
area. This traffic would strain our ability to conduct agricultural activities such as maintaining 
fencing, moving farm equipment, planting, harvesting, keeping fields clear of waste and debris, 
protecting our livestock, and dealing with the inevitable loose animals just to name a few. 

Such development will also need water and sewer which is not yet available in this area. If this 
development is served by a groundwater-based utility, will this strain the aquifer and reduce the 
groundwater availability, reducing the aquifer levels the agricultural activities are reliant on, creating 
a hardship on property owners in the area? Regardless of which utility will provide the sewer and 
water service the infrastructure will likely have to traverse other properties in the area to reach such 
development. This too has the potential to create hardship for surrounding property owners. 

The zones that this designation change would provide for have very shallow setbacks, and this 
has the real potential to have deleterious impacts on the viable uses of the adjacent rural zoned 
land. For example, houses in the residential growth zone only require a 20-foot setback (rear) from 
the property line. Jefferson County ordinance does not allow discharge of a firearm within 500 feet of 
a dwelling. With this designation, a developer could place housing units along the length of an 
adjoining property line removing the ability of the adjoining rural landowner to use a 475-foot swath 
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John C. Allen Jr. 
Owner Alquip, LLC 
Property Owner within PGA designation 

David Young 
Pr~PGA designation 

B~~and Tyler Emery 
Property Owner within PGA designation 

Frank & Lara Henderson 
Propercy Owner within PGA designation 

~r;/4~, 
Olivia Bromley 

Pa2:cr;;:;•tion 

Allison Bromley 

Pro~ Owner Milim~ 

Ralph Richard Conard, General Partner 
John R. Conard Family Limited Partnership 
Property Owner within new designation 

Dr. 0. Colin Stine 
Elmwood Fields & Forests LLC 
Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 

Chazz Printz and Donna Printz 
Aspen Pool Farm LLC 
Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 

Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 

rtJ4/~ 
Brian E. Hagberg 
P~gperty Owner adjoining PGA designation 
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Julie Nesselrodte and Katelyn and Chis Nesselrodte 
Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 

Merl Nesselrodte 
Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 
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David Renaud, Juanita Renaud and Cameron 
Renaud 
Property Owner adjacent to PGA designation 
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Mark Renaud, Jennifer Renaud and Isabella 
Renaud 
Property Owner Adjacent to PGA designation 

Blane and Teresa Meadows 
Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 

Steve and Dawn Diehl 
Property Owner adjacent to PGA designation 

Mike and Laurie Koontz 
Property Owner adjacent to PGA designation 

Dr. Craig and Gretchen Meadows 
Property Owner adjacent to PGA designation 
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Keith and Aissa Currence 
Property Owner adjacent to PGA designation 

Linda C. Renaud 
Black Farm 
Property Owner adjoining PGA designation 





From: Rachel WILKINSON
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Public Comment on Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan Action Items
Date: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 1:29:57 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or on
clicking links from unknown senders.

Dear Planning Commission and Staff,

Please accept these comments for the Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive Plan Action Items:

Comments on the Future Land Use Map:

1.      Please, remove the Preferred Growth Area around the new Shepherdstown Elementary School on Flowing
Springs Road, Trough Road, Shepherdstown Pike, and Gardner’s lane. While this has been promoted by developers,
this would have a severely negative impact because:
a.      the infrastructure does not exist to support this development,
b.      the designated area is far larger than Shepherdstown forever altering the character of the town,
c.      this would draw business out of downtown Shepherdstown harming the economy and character of the town,
d.      The current zoning classifications would allow either urban level housing or light industrial uses, neither of
which are appropriate in this location.

2.      Please remove the Industrial designation in Summit Point. This is not an appropriate location for industrial
uses. The rural zones do not have the infrastructure to support industrial development, and industrial development
negatively impacts surrounding agricultural uses. The Comprehensive Plan states that the major industrial zone will
be removed so we should not designate more land for that purpose. Please either leave this land zoned rural or
change the designation to general commercial.

3.      Please remove the preferred growth area expansion to the southwest of Kearneysville. This area is served by
American Water which uses groundwater to supply its utility until a groundwater availability study is performed
further development in this area should not be considered “preferred”.

Comments on Comprehensive Plan Action items:
Goal 1: Objective 1: add an action item 5: Establish in the Subdivision ordinance required buffers in development
plans at the junction of dissimilar zones. When two dissimilar land uses abut one another, then open space buffers
need to be required to protect the land rights of all land owners.

Goal 1: Objective 3: add an action item 2: Work to maintain and improve public engagement in the land
development process.

Goal 1: Objective 4: Better define “other institutional uses.” Alternatively, remove the phrase and refer only to
“medical facilities” in this objective and action item.

Goal 1: Objective 5: Action item 1. This objective is overly broad and does not consider the vast differences across
the zones and the land characteristics. This should be refined to include only commercial activities associated with
agriculture and rural activities or it should be removed.

Goal 2: Objective 3: Action item 1: Natural gas is a legacy utility that is soon to be replaced by more
environmentally friendly substitutions, and therefore the infrastructure should not be extended. Please remove this.

Goal 2: Objective 3: Please add that groundwater-based utilities should be limited to those serving existing housing
developments to preserve groundwater availability for agricultural and animal husbandry uses.

mailto:wilkinsonrachel12@gmail.com
mailto:complan2045@jeffersoncountywv.org


Goal 9: Objective 1: Please add an action item to amend the appropriate ordinances to require that developments
follow the “Chesapeake Stormwater Network Technical Bulletin No. 1, Stormwater Design Guidelines For Karst
Terrain In The Chesapeake Bay Watershed, Version 2.0” and the “West Virginia Stormwater Management and
Design Guidance Manual, West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection, Appendix C, Stormwater
Management Design in Karst Areas” in the design and operation of their stormwater systems.

Goal 11: Objective 2: Action item 1. This should include adults of all ages. People of all ages need places to enjoy
nature and the outdoors not only the age groups listed. We need to have outdoor spaces that meet the needs of these
older adult groups as well.

Goal 13: Objective 3: Action item 1. Please add “with engagement of the public.”

Goal 13: Objective 4: Action item 1 should be removed. We should not be expanding natural gas infrastructure
because it will be soon replaced with more environmentally responsible energy sources.

Goal 13: Objective 4: Should consider environmental impact of utility expansion including but not limited to
groundwater abundance and impact on groundwater quality due to the karst hydrogeology.

Thank you for your consideration.

--
Rachel  WILKINSON
wilkinsonrachel12@gmail.com
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From: Dale Horensky <Ivalleybird@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 17, 2024 6:18 AM
To: ComPlan2045
Subject: Public Comment on Future Land Use Map and Comprehensive Plan Action Items

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or on clicking links from unknown senders. 
 
Dear Planning Commission and Staff, 
 
.  
 
Goal 2: Objective 3: Action item 1: Natural gas is a legacy utility that is soon to be replaced by more 
environmentally friendly substitutions, and therefore the infrastructure should not be extended. Please remove 
this. 
 
**Natural Gas is clean, inexpensive and environmentally friendly.  It should NOT be replaced.   Real science 
does not support it’s replacement and common sense does not support it’s replacement by unnamed  and 
undetermined “environmentally friendly sunstitutions.” 
That statement leaves too much dangerous leeway for being open to interpretation. 
 
 
Warm regards, 
Dale Horensky 
Jefferson County Reaident 
 
-- 
Dale Horensky 
Ivalleybird@gmail.com 
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